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ext month is, according to
my calculations, the 25th.
anniversary of Glenside News.
This means that the first edition
came out in May 1978, just a few
months before we moved here.
Has anyone a copy of this first
issue? It might be interesting to
include something from it in
next month’s issue. Saying that,
any thoughts on what we should
do to mark the occasion?
he other event next month
is the Parish and District
Council elections. Phil Douty,
our District Councillor has said
he is not standing for the
District Council, although he will
remain a Parish Councillor, if reelected. There will certainly be
vacancies on the Parish Council,
so if you think you would like to
participate more actively in
village affairs (of the nonpersonal sort) why not have a go.
The only danger is that by the
time you read this, nominations
may have closed. There is a
letter from Councillor Bakker
later in this issue which explains
more fully the procedure for
Castle Bytham.
ast month I asked for a
volunteer to take over the
distribution of this magazine. In
the past when I have asked for
help, views, ideas or even entries
to a competition, etc. the
response has been minimal.
This time I had not one but two
offers!! In fairness to them and
because I know how much they
delay the distribution, we won’t
be accepting any more inserts.
As we are not charging for
advertising local charitable
events or functions at present, it
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just means that you have to get
any necessary copy in on time
and ‘hey presto’ everyone knows.
Whilst I am on this winning
streak, let me repeat, in my usual
boring fashion, that I am always
pleased to receive material for
i nc lu sio n an d w ou l d be
particularly grateful for
‘Children’s Pages’. So when your
younger and, in their view,
probably more intelligent
members of the family have
finished their homework, why
not encourage them to have a go.
lease read the article on
the Hunter Trials later in
this issue. It is another one or
the events which has suffered
from the apathy that seems to
affect our villages from time to
time. Perhaps people have less
time to spare although I recall
that old maxim ‘ if you want
something done, ask someone
who is busy and you’ll get it
done’. They are asking for help
on the day with their
SPONSORED RIDE so why not
offer support and/or a donation
towards the event.
If the
weather is fine it is a lovely way
to spend the day and if it rains...
well we’re not wimps are we—
and it’s worse for the horses and
riders.
inally, let me apologise to
all of you who had two
blank pages in their copy last
month. For once not my fault!
The printers have installed new
machinery and their lack of
familiarity
with it probably
caused
this problem.
The
finished seems better—apart
from the blanks.
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individual
co nt ri bu tors
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are
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Similarly, we cannot we
accept responsibility for
goods
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services
obtained through these
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Copy Deadlines
New advertisements or
amendments by 13th day of
the month.
COPY
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14th day of the month
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15th day of the month.

POLICE
Our community beat
officer, Constable Ian
Hender can be contacted
through Stamford Police
Station (01780 752222 )

and ask for voice mail
0847

Tel: 01780 410166
The Rev Bryan Bennett
Castle Bytham Rectory
Dear Friends,
Perhaps like me you heard the report on the radio the other day about the couple
celebrating their 72nd wedding anniversary. The mind boggles! Despite the fact they had
already buried all their children they were in good heart and it seems looking forward to the
coming year. The world of today has nothing at all in common with the one they grew up in,
indeed, it has very little in common with the one I grew up in. Now don't get me wrong, I’m
not going all nostalgic on you, just stating a fact. Take Easter for example, ask any small
child what it means and they will probably tell you about chocolate eggs and Easter bunnies.
And that's fine. The egg is a very potent symbol, it's all to do with birth and rebirth, and its
association with Easter and the Resurrection of Christ goes back into the mists of time. The
only reason I didn't appreciate such treats as a young child was because I grew up in the
Second World War, when there simply was no chocolate.
Now I said I wasn't being nostalgic, nor is this a sob story, but there is another change
which I feel all too strongly at this time of the year and that concerns Good Friday. This day
has become like any other day and that I feel is a shame. I suppose, as in most things,
supermarkets were the prime movers. In our modern world profit comes before all else, so
other businesses followed the lead and it's been all down hill ever since. Now you may well
say fine, why should the world stop because those who go to church feel it's special, and I
would agree. Yet in a recent national survey three quarters of the population still claimed to
believe in God and have a degree of faith, it just makes me wonder how they practice it?
After all, no one forced them to make such a claim regarding their personal belief, so it
seems they want the chocolate eggs without embracing their meaning, just as they love
their mince pies at Christmas. This is of course nostalgia for a lost world, but we can't turn
the clock back and I doubt people would want it even if they could.
But having said I wasn't pining for a lost world, I'm now going to allow myself a little
nostalgia because my childhood memory of Good Friday still has a strange effect on me. In
many ways, of course, it was boring. Nothing was open, nothing even seemed to move,
with one exception. The bakers shop on the High Street opened for one hour at 11am. As a
child it was my job to go and get the hot-cross buns. This involved a walk of about half a
mile from our house and it was like walking through a ghost town, but as you got near you
started to smell your destination, for the buns were actually being baked as they were sold.
And then you joined the queue but it was worth waiting, even with the margarine that
passed for butter in those days. The great treat though was being allowed to eat one on the
way home, I can still taste those buns after all these years. So today, when I go down to
Castle Bytham Church at 2 o'clock, I confess I long for yesterday when Good Friday was
observed as a national day, but I'm practical enough to know that's just nostalgia, the world
has changed for good.
But of course those buns, like the ones we buy today in the supermarket, do have a
symbolic meaning just as the eggs do, both remind us of the sacrifice of Christ if we will but
see. The buns refer to his death, the eggs proclaim his victory over the grave. For those
who followed our Lord that first Good Friday was a disaster, his crucifixion resulting in his
followers being scattered far and wide, they were literally in fear for their own lives. Even
the inner group went into hiding, it must have seemed like the end of the world. How could
they have been deceived into believing this man came from God, a Roman Cross on a
hillside put an end to that. The hot cross buns remind us of this, how easily faith can be
lost. But two days later. as he broke from the tomb all changed. The risen Christ came to
them and their faith was restored and because of this the Church was born. And the eggs
remind us of this, new life and hope in a sinful world, a hope that is still with us, even after
two thousand years.
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CHURCH INFORMATION

SERVICES IN APRIL
CASTLE
BYTHAM
April 6th
Lent 5
April 13th
Palm Sunday

9am
Holy
Communion

April 20th
EASTER DAY

10.30am
Holy
Communion

April 27th
Easter 1

LITTLE
BYTHAM

CAREBY

9am
Holy
Communion

11am
Family Service

CREETON

11am
Morning
Service
11.30am
Holy
Communion

8am
Holy
Communion

11am
Morning
Service

9am
Holy
Communion
9am
Holy
Communion

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES
As the above chart shows I have again this year given each of our churches a service of
Holy Communion. Because of the time factor involved, not just in taking the service but
in moving between churches, it is only possible for one church to have a service with
hymns and sermon. This year that will be at Creeton at 9am, the other services are all
said services.
OTHER SERVICES
Thursday 3rd April at 7pm - Holy Communion at Castle Bytham* see below
Sunday 6th April at 6pm. Deanery Evensong at Corby Glen
Tuesday 8th April at 7pm. Holy Communion at Little Bytham
Sunday 13th April at 6pm. Deanery Evensong at Edenham
Thursday 17th April (Maundy Thursday) at 6pm. - Holy Communion Careby
Friday 18th April (Good Friday) at 2pm - service at Castle Bytham
* This service at Castle Bytham will be followed by the Church AGM.
FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 29th June is St Peter's Day and there will be a service of Evensong at St Peter's
Creeton at 6pm. The preacher will be the Bishop of Grantham. The service will be
followed by a 'Cheese and Wine' function in the Old Rectory hosted by Mr & Mrs
Christopher Samler in aid of Creeton Church Funds. The Bishop will be accompanied by
his wife Jane on this occasion. Please support this service and function if you can. More
details nearer the time.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE
Johnny - Mum, is our dog metric?
Mum ? Why do you ask?
Johnny ? Because dad just said it
has had a litre of puppies?!

Knock, Knock?
Who’s there?
Orang
Orang who?
Orang the bell but it doesn’t
seem to be working, so now
I’m knocking!

Each of the seven lines above is a word used
by Meteorologists in their forecasts. The
‘down word’, between the thick lines,
describes them all.

PUZZLE ONE
A man is shut in a room
with nothing but a bed, a
piano and a calendar on the
wall. He is hungry, thirsty
and must escape. What does
he do?

PUZZLE TWO
A man is locked in a room with
nothing in it—apart from a table. How
does he escape?
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DIARY

(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)

WEATHER REPORT FEBRUARY

Women’s Institute – First Wednesday in
CBVH @ 7.30pm
Badminton – Monday evenings in CBVH–
Details 410345
Guides Meeting – Every Monday 7 – 8.30pm
LBVH
Chess Monday evenings in Fox & Hounds
Bowls – Every Tuesday in CBVH 7.30 pm )
Water Colour Classes Every Wednesday
(during term time) in LBVH 10 am to
1pm.
Rainbow Guides – Every Wednesday 5 pm to
6 pm in LBVH followed byBrownies Every Wednesday from 6.15. to
7.45pm
Keep Fit Classes Every Wednesday (except
first in month) in CBVH at 7 pm.
Details from Vicky in Castle Bytham
Stores
Coffee Morning – 1st. & 3rd Thursday every
month in LBVH—10.30am to noon
Parent and Toddlers – Every Friday 10.30 am
to noon in CBVH – ring Alison 410480
Youth Club – Every Friday in CBVH at
7.30pm
Bourne Waste Recycling Mays Road - Pinfold
Industrial Estate Saturdays & Sundays
8.00 am to 4.00 pm (page 10)

RAINFALL (T.R.R.)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

May 1st. Parish & District Council
elections
May 4th HUNTER TRIALS sponsored ride
(see page 7)
May 10th Castle Bytham Rubbish Cart
(see page 11)
May 10th Midsummer Fair Quiz Night (see
page 8)
June 22nd. CASTLE BYTHAM MIDSUMMER
FAIR

inches

1st - 7th.

1.8

0.07

8th. - 14th.

10.7

0.42

15th. - 21st.

-

-

22nd. - 28th.

2.8

0.11

Total for Month

15.3

0.60

Total for February '02

53.7

2.11

TEMPERATURES (H.G.B.)
Night-time
Lowest minimum: -10° on the 18th.
Highest minimum: 7° on the 9th.
Daytime
Lowest maximum: -1° on the 17th.
Highest maximum: 13° on the 27th.

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA
(*and cleaning rota)

APRIL EVENTS
Tuesday 1st. All nominations for Parish or
District Councillors to SKDC BY NOON
(Sunday 6th ) Brickyard Project Working
(Saturday 12th) Party (see page 6)
Tuesday 15th. Careby with Holywell &
Aunby Parish meeting (see page 16)
Saturday 26th Little Bytham Rubbish Cart
(see page 11)

m.m.

CAREBY*

CASTLE
LITTLE
CREETON
BYTHAM
BYTHAM

April
6th

Mrs J.
Machin

April
13th

Mrs J.
Machin

April
20th

Mrs K.
Sanderson

April
27th

Mrs K.
Mrs E
Mrs A.
Sanderson Hopkins Garbutt

WELCOME:

LENT

ALL HELP PLEASE
Mrs S.
Hill

To Matthew and Katie Maitland who have
moved into Aunby Manor with their children
Lucy (10), Johnny (7), Kit (2) and Chica
(1).
The previous owners, Caroline and David
Lowes have moved to Wetherby
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HERE & THERE
Little Bytham Village Hall 100
Club
Winners of the 100 Club draw for
March were:Mr Stevenson (£30) and Mrs Bellairs
(£18).
Congratulations to both of them.

Castle Bytham P.C.C. ‘100 Club’
draw
No. 6
V. Bowler
No. 82 B. Wiggins
No. 51 Mr & Mrs Chorlton
No. 85 Mr & Mrs R. Davies

AN INVITATION
Brickyard Spinney Project

There is little point in getting older
each year if you don’t do anything about
it—LIKE CELEBRATE.
So we are having an all day/evening
open house at Pear Tree Cottage, Glen
Road on Saturday 26th April and hope
that our friends and neighbours will all
look in for a drink. (Yes, I know my
birthday is in December but there is no
point in clashing with Christmas either).
Looking forward to seeing you
Rose & Harry Bakker

Sunday April 6th and Saturday
April 12th. Working afternoons in The
Spinney, Creeton Road, Little Bytham,
from 2 to 4 pm. Please feel free to
come along and see what we have
done so far, or bring your spade/fork/
rake and join in with the work. More
information - ring Judith Smith on Tel:
410420

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO THOSE WHO STILL WISH TO COLLECT
THEIR PENSIONS & BENEFITS
IN CASH OVER THE COUNTER AI POST OFFICES
Payment is now by order book with payment in cash over the Post Office
Counter
If you would still like to be paid in cash over the counter -

DO NOT FILL IN THE FORM you receive from the Benefit Agency.
Write across the form -

"I WOULD LIKE A POST OFFICE CARD ACCOUNT"

and then send the form straight back.

On receipt of the SECOND LETTER - Phone the number given

State that you have decided to have cash at the Post Office
Ask for A PERSONAL INVITATION DOCUMENT.
On receipt of the THIRD LETTER
Take the PERSONAL INVITATION DOCUMENT

TO YOUR POST OFFICE
Please Spread the Word
By making this choice you will help to keep our Post Office open
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THE BYTHAMS WITH CREETON & CAREBY
HUNTER TRIALS

FAREWELL TO THE
HUNTER TRIALS ?

The advertisement for help with the
Hunter trials in last month’s Glenside
should have started alarm bells ringing
somewhere in our community. Plainly it
didn’t and the end result could be our loss.
That the Committee has decided in the face
of rising costs, faltering enthusiasm and
dwindling support, they can no longer run
the Trials in the way in which they have
been run should not surprise us.
The
stringent enforcement of Health & Safety
rules together with the changes in
Professional cover do nothing to aid a small
event run on an entirely voluntary basis.
For the last 20 years, the Bythams with
Creeton & Careby Hunter Trials have been

the largest annual fund raising event in our
Parishes, providing much needed capital for
the PCCs and local charities. That help is
needed more than ever, a fact recognized
only too well by the Hunter Trials
Committee, and we understand that they
plan to hold an event that is less manpower
intensive and less onerous in its execution.
This is to be a Sponsored Ride that will
take place on the same day, 4th May 2003
and at the same location, Grimsthorpe
Estate. Plainly, receipts will not be as high
as in earlier years but we all could and
should provide our support to ensure that
some sort of event continues to run in
future years. In the end, it’s up to you
……………

CHANGE OF EVENT

Hunter Trials
To

SPONSORED RIDE
4th May 2003 at Grimsthorpe Park, Little Bytham
Start time from 10 am.
Beautiful parkland riding – no public roads or highways with some optional
hunter trial jumps and a shorter course available.
For more information, entries or offers of help on the day ring
Rosemary Player 01780 410251

OLD IS WHEN:You start a sentence but forget what
you…..
You sink your teeth into a steak and they
stay there.
You are 17 round the neck, 44 round the
waist and 105 round the golf course.

Your knees buckle but your belt won’t.
You sit in a rocking chair and can’t get it
going.
Your children begin to look middle aged.
Everything hurts and what doesn’t hurt
doesn’t work.
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Castle Bytham Midsummer Fair

22 June 2003

www.midsummerfair.org.uk

we have decided against having another Balloon race. We
cannot get Thomas Cook sponsorship this year, and by the
time we pay for everything – not forgetting the guys and gals
down there who sweat blood to do it properly - it really is not
worth our while
As far as the rest of the Village is concerned, the dog
show will move from the Lower triangle to the playing field
to make way for a number of stallholders, old and new, that
will provide us with a variety of alternative food and
refreshments on the day. In addition, Glyn Mould will be
coming down to set up stall next to the Village Sign that he so
magnificently carved for us. Please make time to meet and
thank him for his wonderful contribution to our beautiful
village
By popular demand (and, yes, founded criticism!) we will
also be making sure that we get the balance of music and
street entertainment right on the day. Watch this space for
details of this and other attractions over the months to come
A few other things this month to alert you to.
The next fundraising event looks to be a corker. On
Saturday 10 May we will be holding a Quiz Night in the
Village Hall, but this time we plan to put extra fun into the
evening. There will be a Bar and a Fish and Chip supper at
half time. Part of the quiz will be the traditional style quiz,
but expect some unusual sets of questions, for the second half
we hope to have some entertainment and our version of “Who
wants to be a Millionaire”, no coughing allowed! The
evening will start at 7pm with the Quiz starting at 7.30pm.
Come along with friends or in family groups and let’s see if
old age and cunning can beat youth and impetuousness. Full
details will appear in next month’s Glenside News
Secondly, we have been playing around with a few new
ideas for additional events. We had been very tempted to
invite a top-class magician to the quiz night for everybody’s
entertainment, but voted against it on the basis that we could
not do everything on the night. If you like the idea of a
magical evening of fun and entertainment, please let us know,
and we’ll organise a separate evening later in the year
Talking of fundraising, in last month’s edition, Peter
Hinton mentioned the ever-increasing cost, time and effort of
putting your fair together. During the winter we not only
spend a lot of time trying to book attractions, tempt the Street
Traders to come and cajoling helpers, donators and the local
authorities to get what we know we need for the day, we also
have find additional funds to ensure we can underwrite the
costs of mounting your Midsummer Fair. A timely reminder
therefore, that we really do need your help to pledge or donate
funds to these causes, or to volunteer help prior to, or on, the
day
Lastly, I hope that you have enjoyed the hosts of golden
daffodils that we planted on the triangles last autumn, and the
flag of St. George that flies (flew??) so proudly from the
church. That’s what effort and support can do for the village!
Ray Keiff

FAIR NEWSLETTER
The last time Peter Hinton wrote an article for the
Glenside on the Fair activities, we were in the grip of winter,
yet as I write this in mid-March, the spring bulbs are in
bloom, and short sleeve shirts are back in fashion. Still, I
suppose there is still time for a last burst of winter weather to
catch us out. Who knows, as you read this you might be
looking out on a garden covered in snow!
We like to think that unpredictable weather is a UK
phenomenon, but that is far from the case. Throughout
January, February and March, many thousands of British
Servicemen have deployed to the Middle East. The popular
image of the desert is of hot sun and a very big beach with the
occasional oasis surrounded by palm trees. There is certainly
a lot sand, which seems to spend most of its time airborne as
gritty dust, in many areas the palm trees are kept going by
desalinated water from the Gulf and the sun is not the yearround reliable factor we might think. Cottesmore has sent
nearly 400 people off on the latest Government holiday
package, economy class of course, first they take days to get
you there, then you build your own chalet on arrival. Even in
Hi De Hi they didn’t have to do that! One of Peter’s
colleagues was filling sandbags to hold down the local
version of a Barrett home, but when he turned round it had
blown away! Most of the guys also wondered why they were
taking winter style sleeping bags with them – until they
discovered that they really do have frosts in the desert. What
is the point of this? Well, to begin with some of these men
and women may well be your neighbours. We are doing our
best to support the families left behind but these days so many
servicemen and women live in the local community rather
than on base that this is not easy. If you know of a family
near you in this position your support, as neighbours, can
make a huge difference in helping them cope with what is a
worrying time. The second point is the Fair Committee also
has a constant dread of bad weather on Fair Day. We have
been very fortunate over the years, but we constantly ask
ourselves each year what we should do as a contingency if
persistent rain stays with us. Fingers crossed that we are
lucky again this June
Anyway, the Midsummer Fair Committee emerged early
from its winter hibernation (in the Fox!) with a number of
new ideas for this year’s fair to build on what we have
achieved over the last few years
Firstly, thanks to Arthur Perry and Chris Johnson, the field
on St. Martin’s will be used for the encampment group and a
range of sites that all have a rustic and historic theme. And
we will be erecting marquees in the same area to house a
number of new arts and crafts stalls. As far as the playing
field on Glen Road is concerned, much as before, but with
more emphasis on family fun, including, thanks to Scott
Groves, a series of football matches to carry on from the fun
that everybody had over the Jubilee Weekend. (If you fancy a
game, or can entice other villages to put up teams to compete
against us, please let him know). One thing, however, is that
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Letters to the Editor
From Morris Felton. Castle Bytham
Re: the flag
In response to Mr Bakker’s letter in the
March issue of GLENSIDE about the flying of
flags, I have to say that I agree with his
view and I offer the following information,
which might be of interest to your readers.
Throughout the Commonwealth, certain
places are nominated as Flag Stations or
Saluting Stations; Flag Stations fly the
Union Flag whereas Saluting Stations both
fly the Flag and fire salutes on specified
occasions such as the Sovereign’s Birthday.
In the UK, examples are Dover Castle,
Woolwich and Edinburgh.
However, we are talking here about the
general rules for the flying of flags and in
military Units or Establishments, the rules
are the same for all 3 Armed Services –
bearing in mind the fact that, as the junior
Service, the Royal Air Force adopted some
traditions from the Army and others from
the Royal Navy. The general rule is “up at
dawn and down at dusk”, usually interpreted
as “up by First Parade and down at Last
Parade” – hence the ceremonies that have
grown around lowering the flag and the
official end of the day. The only exception is
in HM Ships where, when in action the
Ensign is left flying no matter what the time
and is only lowered (in action) if the ship
surrenders or “strikes her colours”.
But Castle Bytham is not a Flag Station,
neither is it (yet) a military establishment.
One could say that that is also true of St
Margaret’s Westminster and Walmer Castle,
where St George’s flag is hoisted daily. I
say ‘hoisted daily’ because there, the flag is
raised at the start of the day and lowered at
sunset. Perhaps the PCC at Castle Bytham
should take heed and follow the same rule.
As to why the Navy and the Air Force are
“Royal” whereas the Army is not – I’ll leave
that for another time!
Morris Felton
Sometime Colonel in Her Majesty’s Royal
Regiment of Artillery

From Harry Bakker, Castle Bytham
On 6th May 1999 there was a Parish
Council election in Castle Bytham for the first
time in years. There were nine seats available
on the council and there were more than nine
candidates. In fact there were 16 so the
electors could vote for one or more, up to
nine. The 50% turnout was very good too,
considering the national average was only
29%. (See also page 150 in your "The History
of Castle Bytham" by Richard Foers).
This year there may be a local election
again on Thursday 1st May, provided there
are 10 or more candidates.
To paraphrase an Abraham Lincoln
quotation “You can please some of the people
some of the time, but you can't please all the
people all of the time". Anyway, I can assure
you that the same goes for a lowly parish
councillor, but one can only try to serve the
community as a whole to the best of one's
knowledge and ability.
Nomination papers are available from the
Parish Clerk. The only difficulty is that these
have to be returned to the SKDC offices in
Grantham no later than Tuesday 1st April at
noon, while this issue of Glenside News only
gets to you a couple of days before 1st April
which will not give you much time. So, please,
hurry and - provided there is an election - do
vote on 1st May.
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extension to annex to recreate the original
structure. This is a one up, one down building
with a central wall to wall inglenook fireplace
that would be removed. Despite there being
a diminishing stock of similar buildings in the
village, it is not a listed building. Councillor
Douty proposed that this application should
be
recommended
provided
that
the
Architectural Advisor is agreeable to the
removal of the inglenook fireplace and the
addition of patio doors to the back. Seconded
by Councillor Allsopp. All Councillors agreed
and all agreed that the building should have
been listed in the past.
Cemetery Matters
1. Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust thanked the
Council for taking a sensitive and proconservation approach to this problem of the
ant hills that are damaging some of the
gravestones.
Agreed to approach the
Probation Service for some help in removing
them.
2. Cemetery Rates of £20.18 for no
identifiable service has been causing concern.
Despite
contacting
the
SKDC
rating
department, the Inland Revenue and the
Valuation Office, they must be paid.
3. Letter received from Mrs P Casson
regarding the interment of the ashes of Mr
Kent in the grave of his grandparents..
4. All Councillors agreed to the proposed
second inscription to the headstone of Leslie
Bradley, for the addition of Janet Bradley.
Footpath 13.
Current situation.
Mr Brett Collier,
Secretary of the Lincolnshire Fieldpaths
Association and also the President of the
Ramblers Association, has no objection to the
proposed changes to footpath 13. Mr White,
footpaths
officer
for
the
Ramblers
Association, does and if he maintains his
objection to any proposed change to footpath
13, no progress can be made. If the Parish
Council push for an extinguishments or
diversion to the path, it would be costly with
little chance of success. Mr Chapman feels
that the only way Mr White will agree not to
make any objections is to extend the length
of another footpath in the parish to make up
the yardage lost on the closure. He will
pursue at an appropriate time. Mr Chapman
(County Councillor) was thanked for his
efforts in trying to resolve this difficult
ongoing situation

REPORT ON CASTLE BYTHAM PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING ON 12TH. MARCH
Arising from the approved minutes of the
meeting on 8th. January
Bourne Grammar School catchment
area. The school does not have a defined
catchment area.
There are 140 places
allocated each year according to the
admission arrangements set out in the
prospectus.
Great dissatisfaction was
expressed by all Councillors over the present
system of allocating places to children who
have passed the 11+ exam. There are no six
form places in Stamford except for the
Endowed Schools where only 50 places are
funded by the County. Councillors felt that 50
places did not meet the needs of local
children and should be means tested.
Mr Chapman CC explained that central
government would not allow new Grammar
schools to be built or existing ones extended
and he felt that selection should be
abolished.
It was agreed that the Clerk
should write to the Education Minister, with a
copy to Quentin Davies MP, to try and
ascertain Government Policy on this issue.
Correspondence
Mr G Hix. Re refusal of suggestion for
re-routing Footpath 13; SKDC. Removal of
branches from Top Green.; SKDC. Summer
Playscheme. To be advertised in Glenside in
May issue; Highways. All Councillors were
concerned over the gravel on the road near
the Swayfield Bridge and decided that
Highways and the Police should be informed
if this situation happens again as it is a
danger to traffic. Nearby property owners to
be informed of this decision;
Richard
Stanley. Agent for Dr. Burnsten. Cars still in
the quarry but should be removed shortly;
Lincs C.C. Dial a Ride Transport Scheme. Info
on notice board and in Glenside; Mr and Mrs
Burrows. A request to extend their shed a
few feet onto Parish Council land. All agreed
provided that if the Parish Council should
require the land in the future the shed would
be removed. Clerk to check the insurance
position;
Letter received from Councillor
Nishihara stating that she will not be standing
again in the May election. SKDC. The Civic
Amenity Freighter will be available again on
Saturday May 10th (see next page).
Planning
1. Mr J Lawrence, 3 Glen Rd. Upper floor
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Castle Bytham Parish Council report
continued
Barry Hunt, footpath officer reported that he
has walked most of the paths to identify what
needs doing. He has been clearing the paths
ready for Spring and replacing necessary
waymarkers and repainting the white posts.
Bus Shelter.
Countryside Agency have awarded a grant of
£1209.25. Agreed the new bus shelter can be
ordered now that the necessary finances are
available.
£58.93 remains of the £500 allocated to the
Jubilee celebrations. It was previously agreed
to keep any surplus money for the next village
celebrations.
There are 2 remaining Village History Books for
sale in the shop. A big thank you and
congratulations to all in the village shop for
selling 34 copies.
Any Other Business
Elections on May 1st—Yvonne Hamblin has
decided not to stand for election again. She
thanked all the Councillors for their support
over the years but said she would not change
her mind despite Councillors trying to persuade
her. She was thanked her for the contribution
that she has made to village life over the years
DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Wednesday 14th
May. This will also be the Annual Parish
Meeting and the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

REPORT ON LITTLE BYTHAM PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING ON 6TH. FEBRUARY
Arising from the approved minutes of
the meeting on 9th January:Powergen’s revised electricity bill for
the Brownies’ hut had still not been
received.
Brownie Hut A working party still
needed to clean out the hut. Date to be
agreed with Mrs Sales (Guide leader)
Deeds to village hall Mr. Sharpe had
been unable to obtain the necessary
information from Mr Fane but was hopeful
of getting name of solicitors involved from
the Land Registry.
Glenside News
Donation of £50
covering last two years approved.
FINANCES Precept of £1100, as agreed,
had been submitted for inclusion in this
year’s Council Tax
OTHER MATTERS:
Civic Amenity Freighter booked for
26th April (see below)
Highway Problems Drains opposite
Chestnut Farm still blocked, the section of
Church Lane between the ford and Station
Road is extremely muddy and work has
yet to start on the footpath opposite the
Willoughby Arms.

Full copies of the minutes of this, or any other Parish Council meeting can be seen by
arrangement with the respective Parish Clerk.

CIVIC AMENITY FREIGHTERS (RUBBISH CARTS)

0900
0920
0950
1020
1050
1110

LITTLE BYTHAM
SATURDAY, APRIL 26TH.

CASTLE BYTHAM
SATURDAY, MAY 10TH.

Creeton Road lay-by outside school
Glen Close
Junction of Station Road/High St.
In front of Station
Industrial Estate
New Estate

0900 to 1015 Water Lane, Lower
Green
1015 to 1130 Cross Roads
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CASTLE BYTHAM W.I. REPORT

EXCITEMENT

by Marian Foers

IN

CASTLE BYTHAM

What excitement in Castle
Bytham during the week before we
went to the printers. First, there
was the escaped bull which brought
out half the local constabulary and
the police helicopter.
Secondly,
there was a fire and police
investigation at a local farm which
seemed to have most of Lincolnshire
Police in attendance. So many police
together in one place, I thought
they must be marshalling a war
protest march. Nice to know we
have them around when they think
they are needed.

March is Annual Meeting month but
with
no
change
in
President
or
Committee, business was kept to a
minimum.
Members approved the
financial report, discussed one or two
issues and listened to the President’s
report. She thanked her committee for
all their hard work and members for their
support. She emphasised that jobs had
to be done by everyone for the
continuing success of our W.I.
An
interesting and varied programme has
been planned for 2003-2004, so there is
plenty to look forward to.
Member Jean King then gave an
amusing and informative talk on her
experiences as a teacher at Stoken Hall
prison.
Colourful characters were
amusingly described by Jean and samples
of their work included wonderful painting
and craft work. Jean obviously had a
rapport with many of her pupils. She
never pre-judged or looked into her
pupil’s records but accepted them as they
were. She had a job to do which she
obviously did with great success and
many inmates have much to be grateful
for by being taught by her.
The evening ended with an excellent
cheese and wine supper, members
enjoying an informal evening.
Why not come and join us for next
month’s meeting? - you are very
welcome. It is on Wednesday 2nd April
@ 7.30 pm in Castle Bytham village hall.
The speaker is John Slater who will talk
about life as an actor. For more details

The third item, on a much smaller
scale occurred in Morkery Wood. My
wife and I were walking our dog
there early last Monday morning.
We parked in the empty car park.
When we returned some ¾ hour
later, someone had tied a muzzled
Alsatian to the fence behind our car
and left it. We eventually got onto
the SKDC Dog Warden who could
not have been kinder or more
efficient.
She was there within
twenty minutes, calmed the dog
which, by then, was in a very
distressed state, and took him off to
kennels. Here he will stay for eight
days to see if he is reclaimed—
unlikely as he was so callously
abandoned– and then, hopefully, rehomed. Likely as he looked a lovely
dog. But if the original owner could
not cope with him, why not give him
to a dog rescue organisation rather
than just dump him?
The other noteworthy event in
Morkery Wood last week was, as
often happens, someone dropped a
load of rubbish in the car park. On
Sunday somebody cleared it up and
the place was spotless.
It could
have been Forest Enterprises but
unlikely on a Sunday, I would have
thought. More likely some public
spirited individual.
If so, many
thanks and congratulations.

TRUE EXTRACTS FROM MEDICAL RECORDS.
The patient was in his usual good state
of health until his aircraft ran out of fuel
and crashed.
The patient is still under our car for
therapy.
The patient was admitted for a bowel
resection. However, he took a job in the
city instead.
The lab test indicated normal lover
function.
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AN

ENDLESS

FASCINATION by Rose Bakker
bad for an ancient
technology which is
basically
still
used
today.
Also I am collecting
references to mills,
some in unexpected
places. The AA find
that Mill Lane/Road
etc. is the third most
common street name
in England. Patchwork
designs include simple
“Windmill” and a very complicated "Dusty
Miller”. Longfellow's "Behold a Giant am I” is
probably the best-known windmill poem but
there are others, some charming. Alford Mill
has one, a grace:
"By God's Fair Air
I give ye Grain
Make good Prayer
When Bread ye Gain"
The theory of using windpower has
appealed to many inventors and I have seen
patents for such fancies as adding windmills
to bicycle wheels to enhance power - the
thought of backwinding here is scary.
Mills are often mentioned in books. Quite
apart from "The Mill on the Floss!” where the
mill is a central character and Don Quixote,
most local history books have information
about the mills; many villages had as many
as four. A recent history of South Witham
mentions that the millhouse was blackened
by dust from the neighbouring coalyard, a
problem Heckington is familiar with. Also
mills may have inscriptions other-than dates.
There is a carved plea at Alford to keep the
mill clean and "well-dressed". And incised
into beams at Wicklewood Mill (near
Wymondham in Norfolk) are the signatures
of US airmen, a saddening reminder that
many did not return.
In South Witham, sometime before 1920
when the mill was destroyed by lightning,
one old resident remembers watching from
his room the turning of the sails "with
endless fascination". How well I understand
that.
Details of Friends of Heckington Mill
membership can be obtained from the Mill
Tel. no. 01529 461919

The Friends of Heckington Mill gained me
as a member because my husband was
interested and it seemed a good interest to
share. The trouble is I have become hooked.
There is so much to learn, discuss. and even,
when the wind is right, to practice. I am
always finding new aspects.
The mill is awaiting extensive repair,
programmed to start after Easter. During
several years’ delay it is fortunate there are
enough other things to do.
The Friends
organize tours of the mill, the millers taking
this duty in turn. and although the
interpretation boards are comprehensive,
people like the human touch of being
personally, conducted. This human aspect is
what makes my job in the little shop so
pleasant. Questions range from "Why eight
sails?" to about getting better results from a
bread-maker. People share stories of their
youth in the village (one was a hair-raising
tale of giving each other rides on the sackhoist - definitely, against Health and Safety,
Regulations then and now! ), of their parents'
local upbringing or of "their" mill at home in
Holland or USA; wherever it is, a mill arouses
much affection. Schoolchildren and Brownies
come in parties, happy youngsters who send
us letters and pictures about our Gentle
Giant. Some quite small children insist on
visiting every mill they see. These, generally
boys of 4-5, already have a sound working
knowledge and I'm sure are our future
millers.
Not always so gentle a giant of course.
Mills have a history of burning down, backwinding or crashing onto nearby property.
We only have our unique Heckington because
the original 5-sailer blew into Station Yard.
The present cap and sails were brought from
Boston in 1892, and now, of the original
seven, ours is the only surviving 8-sailer. It
has just that extra power in a lighter wind.
But we don't just sit in our tower waiting
for visitors. We go and visit other mills each
year
arranging
a
coach
outing
to
neighbouring
counties
and
a
quite
astonishing selection of interesting places
that you would never have found on your
own.
We attend meetings on aspects of
milling by water, tide and wind, the history of
mill building and repairs and on future uses
of windpower - even the first windmills may
have been found ugly and intrusive. They
did make possible a better diet however, not
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NEWS FROM LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL. By Isobel Ebdon
Last November the Little Bytham Village
Hall Management Committee applied for a
grant from Lincolnshire County and South
Kesteven District Councils to help us improve
the Village Hall. We shall know if our
application has been successful in April and
pending a happy result, hope to initiate Stage
One of our improvement plan soon
afterwards. The application for grant aid relied
strongly on evidence of local support and the
Committee is indebted to the Parish Council,
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Judith Stafford
and members of the 100 Club for their
wholehearted letters of support which will
lend added weight to our bid. In the meantime,
work has been proceeding on the Village Hall.
A new heating system has been installed, a
water heater is in place in the kitchen and a
cupboard, providing storage space for the
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Village Hall
equipment has been constructed. If we are
awarded the grant, further and vital
improvements in the hall will include
1. Update of fuse box and electric wiring
2. Additional lighting
3. Installation of a room thermostat for hall

heaters
4. Sanding and retreating of hall floor
5. New chairs and tables
6. Internal painting and decoration
This first stage of improvements will ensure
that the Village Hall is a safe and comfortable
environment suitable for everyone in the
village. Improvements in stages 2 and 3 will
follow as soon as funding permits. These
improvements are primarily to comply with
the Disability Act which comes into force in
2004. They include a refurbished kitchen, a
disabled lavatory and entrance ramps for
disabled access.
Our Village Hall is an essential part of
village life and is something which remains
within the village when so many other
facilities are in decline. A vital facility such as
this needs to be properly maintained and
modernised if it is to meet the many needs of
the village in the coming years. The
Management Committee is fully committed to
seeing through these essential improvements
and has been greatly heartened by the good
wishes from many sources and donations
from 100 Club winners. Thanks to you all.

16 things to make you think

opposite things?
11."I am" is reportedly the shortest
sentence in the English language. Could
it be that "I do" is the longest sentence?
12.If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen
defrocked, doesn't it follow that
electricians can be delighted, musicians
denoted, cowboys deranged, models
deposed, tree surgeons debarked, and
dry cleaners depressed?
13.If it's true that we are here to help
others, then what exactly are the others
here for?
14.Do people who spend £1.50 apiece on
those little bottles of Evian water know
that spelling it backwards is NAIVE?
15.OK...so if the Jacksonville Jaguars are
known as the "Jags" and the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers are known as the "Bucs",
what does that make the Tennessee
Titans ?
16.If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from
diarrhoea... does that mean the fifth one
enjoys it?

1. If you take an Oriental person and spin
him around several times, does he
become disoriented
2. If people from Poland are called Poles,
why aren't people from Holland called
Holes?
3. Why do we say something is out of
whack? What's a whack?
4. Do infants enjoy infancy as much as
adults enjoy adultery?
5. If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?
6. When someone asks you, "A penny for
your thoughts" and you put your two
cents in, what happens to the other
penny?
7. Why is the man who invests all your
money called a broker?
8. Why is a person who plays the piano
called a pianist but a person who drives
a race car not called a racist?
9. Why are a wise man and a wise guy
opposites?
10.Why do overlook and oversee mean
14

NATURE NOTES
By Alf Cousins.
Wood Pigeon and Kestrel. I was really
surprised and our friends, who are keen
bird watchers, told me they also have
Sparrowhawk, Treecreeper, and Jay to add
to the list.
On the other side of the stream is about
eight feet of overgrown brambles and then
a fence. Foxes are seen along the stream
and I then realised this was a ‘green’
corridor for the local wildlife. In amongst all
the noise and rushing here and there,
wildlife was able to live, feed, and travel
perhaps between parks and wasteland
unnoticed by most Londoners.
On the way home I thought despite
everything humans had thrown at it wildlife
was still surviving in such an extreme
environment.
Look out for spring flowers now in our
area showing signs that things are on the
move again.
On the bird front song
thrushes and blackbirds are singing from
their favourite perches until after dusk and
starting up again before dawn. I can testify
to this because my TV aerial is the local
cock blackbirds singing post and he insists I
can’t have a lie in even on a Sunday!
If you see anything unusual on the
wildlife front please don’t hesitate to
contact me and we can include it in the
article. Recently a local man told me a
grass snake had been seen hunting and
catching the fish in his garden pond and
rats were also recorded catching frogs
there too.

I would like to take you away from our
area a little this month if I may. I had to
spend a day in north London at the end of
February, visiting friends. They live right
next to the North Circular, a very busy
road. As I stood and looked out of their
living room window at the three lanes of
constant traffic I thought what chance has
wildlife here? I must admit I could never
live there, the constant hum of the vehicles
made me long for home and the peace and
quite that we take for granted.
I shuffled through our friend’s house,
hands in pockets, like a fish out of water
really, as the youngsters say, ‘not my
scene’. I looked out of the back window
and the garden sloped gently down away
from the house.
The first thing I noticed was line of
poplar trees and a stream running along
the end of the garden.
Also in their
garden, an oak tree and a large pussy
willow and standing in the stream was a
heron! Our friends said that the heron
came every day.
I sat down at the window, got out my
binoculars, note book and pencil and was
amazed at what I saw on that bright
February day. Over the next couple of
hours the list of birds spotted compared
very favourably with my own garden in fact
slightly better! Heron, Blue Tit, Great Tit,
Coal Tit, Willow Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Robin,
Wren,
Goldcrest,
Blackbird,
Green
Woodpecker, Great Spotted Woodpecker,
Chaffinch, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Rook,

Children’s page answers
CROSSWORD

S N O
H
R
F R O S

W
E
A
T
H
S U N S H I N E
O V E R

PUZZLE ONE:
He eats the dates from the calendar,
drinks from the spring in the bed and
takes a key from the piano to open the
door.

A T W A V E
I N

PUZZLE TWO
He rubs his hands together until they are
sore. He uses the saw (sore) to cut the
table in half. Two halves make a whole.
He jumps through the hole (whole), shouts
till he is hoarse, jumps on the horse
(hoarse) and rides away.

A I L
C A S T
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CASTLE BYTHAM CRICKET CLUB

By

Pete Kiely

may well be surprised to learn that the first
series of international matches anywhere in
the world took place between the U.S.A and
Canada. The series originated with a match
on 24/26th September, 1844 at the
Bloomingdale Road ground in New York.
The U.S. team was actually St. Georges (a
club side) and beat the Canadians. The stake
plated for was $1,000 and occurred as a
result of a challenge from Toronto C.C.
following a game 4 years earlier when St.
Georges visited Toronto on a club tour. They
beat Toronto then by ten wickets. No scores
were quoted for either game but this
international series was apparently played on
a ‘fairly regular’ basis until 1912. Then, after
a long laps, it was revived in 1963 and carried
on until 1980 and then changed to a biannual
fixture – still going strong today, I believe.
The first mentions of cricket in America
were recorded in a diary of a William Byrd,
the younger, of Westover, Virginia on April
25th, 1709. It reads, “We played at cricket Mr W.L.S. and John Custis against me and Mr
Hawkins - but we were beaten!” There were
references to 3 and 4 a-side matches but,
although his diary continued for many years,
cricket is only mentioned in 1709 and 1710
and he seems to have lost interest in the
game.
The first match (as opposed to a series of
games!) between ‘International’ teams was on
May 1st, 1751 when the New Yorkers (80 &
86) beat Londoners (43 & 47) by 76 runs in
New York. It was reported as having been
played according to the ‘London Method’ presumably referring to Laws drawn up in
1744.
To finish this article, I have checked a few
facts and find that Ceylon became Sri Lanka
in 1972 - so there!

With England now out of the World Cup,
our interest is only as spectators. Australia is
out on its own at the top of the table as the
final six teams battle to finish in the top four
and qualify for the semi-finals. They are
looking good and I would think the bookmakers’ odds on them being World
Champions won’t create many rich gamblers.
The first World Championship was held in
England in 1975 and called “The Prudential
Cup”. On the first day (7th. June, 1975) New
Zealand batsman Glenn Turner scored 171
not out as his side beat East Africa at
Edgbaston. His record remained until 1983.
On the same day Dennis Amis (137) and
Keith Fletcher (68) put on the first century
partnership as England scored 176 for the
2nd. wicket as they scored 334 for 4 against
India (all out for 132).
The first limited overs match to produce
an aggregate score of over 600 took place at
the Oval on 11th June, 1975 as Australia (328
for 5) beat Sri Lanka (or was it still Ceylon
then?) who totalled a respectable 276 for 4.
Australia beat England in the semi-final at
Leeds on 18th June, 1975 as they skittled us
out for 93 in 36.2 overs. They lost six
wickets as they passed our total.
In the final on 21st June, the West Indies
batted first and scored 291 for 8. Clive Lloyd
made 102 with Gary Gilmour taking five
wickets. Ian Chappell (Aussie captain) made
top score of 62 as they only managed 274.
Bad running between wickets saw five
Australians run out as West Indies became
the first World Cup winners. Like England in
the last few years their performances have
declined and they have not reached the latter
stages of this year’s competition.
We do not normally associate cricket with
the North American continent, do we? So you

Careby with Holywell and Aunby Parish Meeting
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, April 15th 2003 at 8 p.m. at The Willoughby Arms
Nominations are invited for the following posts: • Vice-Chairman
• Secretary
• Planning Committee Members

Nomination forms available from the Secretary, Judith Smith (Tel: 01780 410420).
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Haiku: Japanese Humour
In Japan, they have replaced the impersonal and unhelpful Microsoft error messages
with Haiku poetry messages. Haiku poetry has strict construction rules - each poem
has only 17 syllables; 5 syllables in the first, 7 in the second, 5 in the third. • They are
used to communicate a timeless message, often achieving a wistful, yearning and
powerful insight through extreme brevity. Here are 16 actual error messages from
Japan.

The Web site you seek
Cannot be located, but
Countless more exist.

A crash reduces
Your expensive computer
To a simple stone.

Chaos reigns within.
Reflect, repent, and reboot
Order shall return.

Three things are certain:
Death, taxes and lost data.
Guess which has occurred.

Program aborting:
Close all that you have worked on.
You ask far too much.

You step in the stream,
But the water has moved on.
This page is not here.

Windows NT crashed.
I am the Blue Screen of Death.
No one hears your screams.

Out of memory.
We wish to hold the whole sky,
But we never will.

Yesterday it worked.
Today it is not working.
Windows is like that.

Having been erased,
The document you're seeking
Must now be retyped.

Your file was so big.
It might be very useful.
But now it is gone.

Serious error.
All shortcuts have disappeared.
Screen. Mind. Both are blank.

Stay the patient course.
Of little worth is your ire.
The network is down.

Isn't that better than "your computer has
performed an illegal operation"?
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