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t’s Party Time - well it is the
time when all the villages
arrange and hold their main fund
raising events; the time when
people get together to support the
village chu rche s and other
organisations. And isn’t that what
living in villages in the country is all
about? I hope so - but is it?
These events will, I am sure, be
well supported; providing the
weather is reasonable, people will
turn out in their dozens, not only
locals but also from the
surrounding villages and even
further afield - but it all depends on
the efforts of a few. So why not
give them a hand? Later in the
magazine you will find the names
or contact point for the organisers
and they will all be very happy to
hear from you. But in any event
attend the event!!! (what a super
slogan - or not.)
ne of the things that
happens in old age is that
you repeat yourself. It’s not that
you forget you have already said it,
it’s just that you cannot remember
who you have said it to. But I do
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remember that last month I wrote
about the difficulty one of our
readers had in contacting our
Community Policeman.
I now understand that the
Community Policeman has been
transferred to other duties and, as
far as I know, has not been
replaced. If this is so, it is a great
shame and Castle Bytham Parish
Council will be raising the matter
with the local Inspector.
I know that police resources are
stretched and they have difficulty in
fulfilling all their obligations and
duties but in my view, Community
Policing should come top of the list.
Anyway, if they are that short, how
come they can spare two police
officers and a mobile police office to
travel from village to village on
what can only be a public relation
exercise? Perhaps if we do not get
a satisfactory response locally, we
should raise it with the Chief
Constable. The mobile office is in
Castle Bytham on June 2nd.
between 12.30pm and 2pm. ‘to
discuss any police or local authority
related issues’ so why not go along
and ask about Community Policing.
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POLICE
Our community beat
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and ask for voice mail
0847
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The Rev Bryan Bennett
Castle Bytham Rectory
Tel: 01780 410166
Dear Friends,
As Eileen and I are about to go on our summer holiday, early this year for various
reasons, I find myself sat at the typewriter in the week following the Sponsored Ride in
Grimsthorpe Park. This, as we are all aware, replaced the Hunter Trials, again for various
reasons. It was a great day, and we were very lucky with the weather, and I would like to
thank everyone, however much or little they were involved, for making it such a success. I
am given to understand that this event is perhaps the way forward, the Hunter Trials
becoming more and more difficult due to stricter laws regarding health and safety, insurance
etc, because of its competitive nature. The Committee will no doubt discuss this in due
course, it is not my place to make such a decision, and when they have done so will
doubtless let us all know. Feedback from the riders would seem to indicate they all enjoyed
the day, as indeed did those who helped, so again a big thanks to everyone.
It had not been my intention to hold a Confirmation Class this year; it will thus leave
some slack for my successor such as I received from Rev Hoar twelve years ago. However,
Rev Margaret Barton has the Bishop coming to Corby Glen for a Confirmation on Sunday
27th July, and I have one adult who wishes to be Confirmed who I hope to take there. So if
there are any adults who missed out when they were young, who would like to be
Confirmed, perhaps they will make contact with me.
It was good to hear Bishop Jim Thompson on Radio 4 'Thought for the Day' this morning,
his down to earth no nonsense accent is quite refreshing. So is the fact he speaks at a level
we can all understand, which certainly doesn't apply to most of those who get on there! He
was an assistant Bishop for a long time and I was delighted when, not too long ago, he was
rewarded with his own diocese. As I listened to him this morning I recalled the occasion in
1987 when he was the hot favourite to become the new Bishop of Birmingham. When he
didn't get the job there was such an outcry that Margaret Thatcher, then Prime Minister, had
to assure the House of Commons that she always 'scrupulously honoured' the selection
system, taking advice from the Church before recommending a name to the Queen. The
Crown Appointments Commission, who present the Prime Minister with the choice of names
when a Bishop's post becomes vacant, are bound by confidentiality for life, so we never learn
who is on the list apart from the one chosen. The episode of 'Yes Prime Minister' called
'Bishop's Gambit' gives a fair idea of how it works, but in the Church at large it's all rumour
and quite worthless. We have of course been through it all quite recently, first with our own
new Bishop and then with the new Archbishop of Canterbury.
What is open to question, at least in my humble opinion, is whether or not the system
itself is a good one? Should we, after some four hundred odd years, still be saddled with a
system started in the reign of Henry VIII, who, unable to get Anne Boleyn into his bed any
other way, set about re-ordering the Church in order to get his divorce. Henry VIII decided
that the best way to control the Church's opposition was (a) to become its head, and (b) to
have the power to appoint its leaders. This has stood ever since, although in recent times
the reality has rested in the Prime Minister of the day making a recommendation to the
monarch. It has in the past produced some quite outstanding bishops, many of whom, to
the disgust of the reigning monarch, have opposed the misuse of power by the Crown. It
has also, though, produced some quite appalling ones, who have sold out the Church for
their own gain. Down the years, looking at good and bad appointments, I've thought about
this from time to time, and I've finally concluded that it's time the Church openly appointed
its own leaders. The whole messy business is harmful to the good name of the Church of
England, revealing as it does Caesar as ruler in the things of God.
2

CHURHC INFORMATION
SERVICES IN JUNE
CASTLE
BYTHAM
June 1st
Sunday after
Ascension
June 8th
Pentecost
(Whitsun)

June 29th
Saint Peter’s
Day

CAREBY

CREETON

9am
Holy Communion

11am
Family Service

6pm
Compline

9am
Holy Communion

June 15th
Trinity Sunday
June 22nd
Pentecost 2

LITTLE
BYTHAM

NO MORNING
SERVICE
NO EVENSONG

9am
Holy Communion

NO MORNING
SERVICE

9am
Holy Communion

10 am Group Holy Communion at Castle Bytham
6 pm Sung Evensong at St. Peter’s, Creeton
Preacher - The Bishop of Grantham

St Peter's Day Evensong
This will be followed by a 'Cheese and Wine' evening at the Old Rectory, the home of Mr
& Mrs Samler, in aid of Creeton Church funds. Tickets will be available from members
of the PCC. The Bishop and his wife will be attending. Please support if you can.
OTHER JUNE EVENTS
Little Bytham Garden Fete on Sunday 15th June will as usual be at the Old Rectory
thanks to Mr & Mrs Thompson. There will be no Evensong in Little Bytham Church that
day.
Castle Bytham Midsummer Fair takes place on Sunday 22nd June, there will not be a
Morning Service that day in Castle Bytham Church.
PCC MEETINGS IN JUNE
Creeton on Monday 9th June at 7.30pm at Mrs Margaret King's.
Castle Bytham on Tuesday 10th June at 7.30pm. at Mrs Shirley Grayson's.
CASTLE BYTHAM CHURCH STALL
The PCC have decided to have a stall at the Midsummer Fair this year, selling useful and
decorative items for the home. Anything you can spare will be gratefully received and
may be left at the Rectory or any member of the PCC. Please don't regard this as an
opportunity to unload rubbish, the plan is for a good quality stall.
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CHILDREN’S PAGE

Solve each clue in turn and, starting from the grey hexagon, write its six
letter answer clockwise around the appropriate number.

1) Football;
2) European country, capital
Athens;
3) Make sign for someone to
come over to you;
4) Hooded coat;
5) Someone who slides over ice
on blades;
6) Good-looking, attractive.

Question: What do you
give a pig with bruises?
Answer: Oinkment!!
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Can you place a different
vowel into each of the blank
spaces to make five words?
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DIARY

(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)

WEATHER REPORT APRIL

Women’s Institute – First Wednesday in
CBVH @ 7.30pm
Badminton – Monday evenings in CBVH–
Details 410345
Guides Meeting – Every Monday 7 – 8.30pm
LBVH
Chess Monday evenings in Fox & Hounds
Bowls – Every Tuesday in CBVH 7.30 pm )
Water Colour Classes Every Wednesday
(during term time) in LBVH 10 am to
1pm.
Rainbow Guides – Every Wednesday 5 pm to
6 pm in LBVH followed byBrownies Every Wednesday from 6.15. to
7.45pm
Keep Fit Classes Every Wednesday (except
first in month) in CBVH at 7 pm.
Details from Vicky in Castle Bytham
Stores
Coffee Morning – 1st. & 3rd Thursday every
month in LBVH—10.30am to noon
Parent and Toddlers – Every Friday 10.30 am
to noon in CBVH – ring Alison 410480
Youth Club – Every Friday in CBVH at
7.30pm
Bourne Waste Recycling Mays Road - Pinfold
Industrial Estate Saturdays & Sundays
8.00 am to 4.00 pm (page 10)

JUNE EVENTS
FRIDAY 30TH MAY Careby Litter Pickup (see page 6)
Monday 2nd Mobile Police Office in C.
B. (see opposite)
Sunday 8th. Bytham Caspian Stud
Open Day (see page 11)
Sunday 15th. Little Bytham Fete (see
page 10)
Friday 20th. Last date for applications
to Castle Bytham Educational
Foundation (see page17)
Sunday 22nd. Castle Bytham
Midsummer Fair (see pages 13-16)

RAINFALL (T.R.R.)
m.m.

inches

1st - 7th.

2.2

0.09

8th. - 14th.

1.9

0.07

15th. - 21st.

-

-

22nd. - 28th.

15.6

0.61

29th. - 30th.

3.8

0.15

Total for Month

23.5

0.92

Total for TEMPERATURES
April '02
34.0(H.G.B.)

1.34

Night-time
Lowest minimum: -8° on the 9th.
Highest minimum: 9° on the 14th.& 28th.
Daytime
Lowest maximum: 5° on the 10th.
Highest maximum: 24° on the 16th.

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA
(*and cleaning rota)
CAREBY*

CASTLE CREETON
BYTHAM

LITTLE
BYTHAM

June
1st

Mrs O.
Theobold

Mrs S.
Robinson

Mrs A.
Combridge

Mrs H.
Lewthwaite

June
8th

Mrs O.
Theobold

Mrs S.
Robinson

Mrs A.
Combridge

Mrs J.
Turner

June
15th

Mrs O.
Theobold

Mrs D.
Porter

Mrs A.
Garbutt

Mrs J.
Turner

June
22nd

Mrs E.
Tinsley

Mrs D.
Porter

Mrs A.
Garbutt

Mrs J.
Harby

June
29th

Mrs E.
Tinsley

Mrs D.
Porter

Mrs Z.
Samler

Mrs J.
Harby

The mobile police office will be in
Castle Bytham on Monday, June 2nd
between 12.30pm and 2.30pm.
Please call in to discuss:
Any Police or Local Authority related issues:
Crime reduction advice and property
marking is also available

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
July 11th. Careby Barbecue & Hog
Roast (see page 7)

Please call and see us!
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Here & There

Castle Bytham Midsummer Fair
VILLAGE HALL QUIZ NIGHT

FOR

SALE:-Heaters used in
Little Bytham Church fired by
bottled butane
complete with gas bottles.
No reasonable offer refused.
Telephone Jonathan Hill
01778 590637

A big thank you to all those people
that came to our Quiz Night in May.
With more than 70 players the Hall was
as full as it could be. A special thanks
to our “quiz mistress”, Sheila Robinson
and warm congratulations to the
p ro f e s s io n a l q u i z w in n e rs f ro m
Cumberland gardens (seemed to be a
lot of coughing on that table!) and to
the lady from Stamford who won the
“Who wants to be a Millionaire” quiz.
We wanted the night to be fun and
judging by the wide grins as people left
we must have had some success. The
£250 we made will help us underwrite
the Midsummer Fair in June so many
thanks for your support. See you at the
Fair.

HELP!
Once more I have been asked
to organise the catering in the
village hall at the Midsummer
Fair. I need help with the
'donation' of cakes, etc; and also
help on the day. As it is very
time consuming phoning people
and begging (and I do not know
all villagers), PLEASE, PLEASE
contact me. I will only need an
hour or so of your time and many
hands make light work. Please
contact me on 410092 - leave a
message if I am not in.
Tricia Robins

Peter Hinton

CASTLE BYTHAM CHILDREN & SENIOR
CITIZENS’ CHRISTMAS PARTIES
At the Midsummer fair we will be
holding our annual homemade, homebaked or home-grown stall, so if you
can make or bake, knit or grow, paint
or sew we will be grateful for all
donations. Alternatively if you have
anything that you think we may be
able to sell please let us have it.
Contact Angela on 01780 410629
or 410153 or bring along to the stall
on the morning.

Remember, people like Tricia do a lot
of work to make the day a success.
Please help them with a cake or two or
an hour of your time on the day. Ed

PARENT & TODDLERS
EASTER RAFFLE
A big thank you to everyone
who supported our ‘Parents &
Toddlers Easter Raffle’.
We managed to raise £62
which will enable us to build a
cupboard for our toys in the
village hall.
For more information on our
Parents & Toddlers Group,
contact Alison on Tel:410480

'Litter pick and Barbecue'.

Friday 30th May 2003 - Careby
with Aunby and Holywell Parish
'Litter pick and Barbecue'.
Litter picking from 6 - 7.30pm,
followed by a barbecue at the
Willoughby Arms. For details
contact Judith Smith on
410420.
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When You Drop a Clanger ..
If you're thinking of coming along to have a go at hand bell ringing on Monday nights
and are wondering how to prepare - here are a few phrases which you may find
useful.
"Where are we?’
‘I've got the wrong glasses with me'
‘The light's not very good over here'
‘I got carried away’
‘I got lost’
‘I had the bells in the wrong hands'
‘There are too many leger lines'
‘This bell doesn't work properly’
‘I forgot to pick up my bell'
‘My bell was the wrong way round’
‘Which piece was everyone else playing, then?'
'Oh, did it have a B flat in it?'
'I'm sorry’
'Ha ha ha ha ha'
‘We are getting better, aren't we?”
You may also find it useful to practise looking knowingly at your neighbour just
before everyone turns to look at you, dropping your sticks during the tricky bits,
coughing pitifully, or singing loudly to cover your mistakes. Master these few simple
points and you'll fit in beautifully!
Swayfield Hand Bell Ringers. Every Monday, 7 pm at Swayfield Village Hall. New
players with a good sense of humour always welcome!
See us in action, Castle Bytham Midsummer Fair, inside the Church at 2pm.

Summer Barbecue and Hog Roast
with bar serving Real Ale, wines and soft drinks
and music from “Double Dee”

Friday 11th July 2003
8pm - 12 Midnight
to be held at The Elms, Careby
by kind permission of Mr.& Mrs. R. Creasey

Tickets: £8 per person
(to include Hog Roast and BBQ,
followed by delicious home-made desserts).
Proceeds to St. Stephen’s Church, Careby

For further details please contact Judith Smith on 01780 410420
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Bythams Woodland Trust

THE SPINNEY
(Creeton Road, Little Bytham)
Over the past few months work has been progressing well at The Spinney. Our
contractors have completed the entrance roadway, car park and footpath and installed
post-and-rail fencing with wooden gates. Network Rail kindly agreed to erect strong
metal palisade fencing alongside the railway, so the site is now secure on all sides.
We’ve also had lots of help from local volunteers who have come along to our working
afternoons and made huge progress in improving the site for amenity use and wildlife.
Three blocks of new trees and shrubs have been planted. Dead branches have been
collected and shredded so that the wood chippings can be used as a mulch.
Lots of rubbish has been collected and disposed of. Brambles and nettles have been
cleared from the central area to create an open play space.
Two picnic areas have been created and seeded with grass. As soon as the grass is
growing well we shall be able to put the picnic benches in.
Children from Class 4 at The Bythams School also had a very enjoyable day at The
Spinney last term identifying trees, birds and animal signs, planting shrubs and building
nest boxes and dens. The Rainbow Guides have planted some herbs around the picnic
areas.
There is still plenty of work to be done and we would welcome more helpers.
There are jobs suitable for almost all ages so please feel free to bring the whole
family along. (The children particularly enjoy themselves – helping with the work for
an hour or so and then having a chance to play and build dens!)
The programme for June is as follows:
♦ Sunday
June 8th
♦ Saturday June 14th
♦ Saturday June 21st
♦ Sunday
June 29th
All sessions start at 2.30 pm and run for a couple of hours or so. Please feel free
to come along and join in the fun, help with the work, build dens or just have a
look.
In the meantime, if you have any queries, please give one of us a call:

John Turner (410391); Judith Smith (410420); Patrick Candler (410435);
Pete Webber (410461); Sam Adams (410623)
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OPERATION GARLAND
During the whole of 2002 over 1000
sheds were broken into in the South
Division of the Lincolnshire Police area.
This area covers such towns as Grantham,
Bourne,
Stamford,
Market
Deeping,
Spalding and also all the villages between.
Items stolen from sheds include mowers,
electrical tools, power washers, hand tools,
golf clubs, cycles, in fact you think of
anything in your shed and someone will find
a buyer for it somewhere. The average
loss reported to the police is £100, which
obviously equates to over £100,000 stolen
in our area alone last year. In many cases
the offenders have just walked into sheds,
the premises being left unlocked. In other
incidents poor fitting locks or good locks on
poor woodwork has resulted in easy entry
for thieves.
With
this
information
to
hand,
Lincolnshire Police have
launched a
campaign, Operation Garland, aimed at
heightening shed owners awareness to
these crimes and to give practical advice on
how better to secure sheds.
There are several actions that can easily
be undertaken to prevent and deter such
crimes.
Firstly to consider where your shed is
sited. At the bottom of the garden behind a
tall hedge is not the ideal position as this
creates an ideal point for a thief to work in.
Secondly, there are many good locking
bars and padlocks available on the market,
but on some occasions it may be necessary
to place a metal plate on the inside of your
shed, to support where the bolts locate.
Hinges should be fixed with bolts, non
return screws, or the screw heads drilled off
to prevent a thief from simply unscrewing
the hinges and by-passing your new
padlocks.
Thirdly, the marking of property is
essential. This is to devalue your property
in the eyes of a thief, who wants nice clean
unmarked items that can be sold on quickly
and without any additional work to him/her.
It is recommended that you consider
overtly marking your property by using a
permanent marker pen or a paint pen and
lacquer kit, the latter which are available on
a loan basis from Stamford, Bourne and
Market Deeping police stations. To mark
your property, use your postcode followed
by house number or first part of your house
name. For example: PE8 6YG 22. or PE8

6YG SWIFT. The words stolen from may
also be added to ensure that anyone seeing
the items knows where they belong and to
prevent them arriving on a car boot sale
somewhere, with a cover story of “they
belonged to my gran and we’re just
clearing stuff out”. Stickers, advertising
your property has been overtly postcoded
are available from police stations.
Finally there are several alarms available
from DIY stores and other outlets, which
activate when a shed is entered.
We hope, with the assistance of
members of the public, to ensure that sheds
in our area are made more secure and that
the number of shed break-ins are reduced
throughout 2003 and beyond.
For further information or advice, please
do not hesitate to contact myself, Pc 72 Reg
Burrell at Spalding Police Station, tel:
01775 722233 ext. 2661.

CASTLE BYTHAM & DISTRICT W.I.—
MAY MEETING
By Marian Foers
The May meeting is ‘Resolutions Time’
and this year’s were briefly discussed and
voted for. They were all topical and have
been
included
in
government
and
opposition party policies, so it will be
interesting to see what action may result in
the course of time. They included concern
about children’s diets, exercise and health;
care of older people; vocational training to
fill the gap in providing skilled workers.
Business was brief to allow member
Marian Foers to give an illustrated talk on
“Anybody can draw!” Using basic shapes,
she showed how anybody can draw an
elephant, a clown or birds, all of which
could then be transposed into collage work.
Members then used their drawings as
patterns and, with a variety of fabrics,
braids and trimmings, produced individual
collages - quite an achievement in a
relatively short time - and quite a busy,
chatty group!
Next month’s meeting is June 4th when
David Self will be talking about backstage
preparations and happenings at a T.V. quiz
show - quite revealing! Why not come and
join us - 7.30pm in Castle Bytham village
hall.

9

LITTLE BYTHAM
VILLAGE FETE
In aid of St Medards and St Gfidard's Church and other village organisations
At

THE OLD RECTORY
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Martin Thompson

OPENED BY
MAX OF THE MERCURY

On Sunday 15th June
at 2.00pm

Free Entry
Free Parking
Attractions for all the
family
Which include:Raffle, Raft Race, Bowls, Ski-Ball, Skittles,
Swingboats, Bouncy Castle, Cake Stalls, Produce
Stall,
White Elephant and Book Stalls.
'Refreshment Tent with teas, cakes and Real Ale
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THE BYTHAM CASPIAN STUD
Due to the great interest shown
in the last two Open Days we shall
be holding another on Sunday June
8th, 11am to 4pm. Come and see
how last year’s foals have grown
and meet this years babies.
Admission £1-50 adults and 50p
children under 12. Coffee or soft
drink and biscuits included.
All
proceeds to The Caspian Horse
Society Reg Charity No 1076026.

Holiday in luxury –
and discover the
real Crete
LUXURIOUS PRIVATE SUITE FOR TWO
MOUTH-WATERING FOOD
all-inclusive! Relax, be indulged and
Since writing Ela - A Greek Affair,
many people have read the book and
told us how they envy our life in the
tiny village of Afrata, in Western Crete.
This set us thinking and we have
created what we think is a welcome

savour an idyllic lifestyle away from
the madding crowd. Enjoy the real
Crete. Afrata lies at at the end of a
mountain road, leading to nowhere,
set in the Rotherpou Peninsular,
surrounded by olive groves and a

departure from the normal package. If

gorge, leading down to a tiny cove,

comfort and luxury on holiday is

few tourists ever find. Standing

important to you, then look no further.

above Kolimbari in Western Crete,

We have created an exclusive holiday

it is off the beaten track, yet only

for two, with a luxurious, private suite

thirty minutes from Chania Airport.

and roof top terrace – mouth-watering

Spend your holiday in
luxury and discover the
real Crete

food - unlimited wine - car - and a host
of special features which are
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YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES
Shaded comfortable lounge
Dressing area and bedroom with brass
double bed and air-conditioning
En-suite luxury bathroom, whirlpool spa
bath and separate shower
Your own private sun terrace with glorious
mountain views
A garden oasis with shady corners and a
delightful courtyard spa

FOOD - UNLIMITED WINE - CAR
For a brochure call Crete on our U.K.
number 0871 900 2739 - calls cost 10p per
minute) or log onto our website - www.
holidaystocrete.freeserve.com

NATURE NOTES By Alf Cousins.
I received a telephone call recently from one of my
friends at Wildhomes inviting me for a day out on his
rounds. For new readers I will explain, Wildhomes are
a group of volunteers who make nest boxes for birds
and also boxes for mammals such as bats to roost in.
They place the boxes in woodland, farmland and parks
in fact anywhere with the landowners permission.
So bright and early on a beautiful May Sunday
morning I arrived at a large private wood near Bourne
not quite knowing what to expect or what I would see.
My friend was waiting and as we walked into the wood
I was almost taken aback by the site of so many
bluebells, the most I had seen since before the trees
were felled at Morkery Wood. A pencil and clipboard
were thrust into my hand and it was explained that we
had 84 boxes to inspect.
It was then I realised my friend had an been crafty
in inviting me when he produced a video camera and
explained that Wildhomes were making a film about
the use of nest boxes and he needed help in recording
data on paper whilst he filmed the contents of any
boxes that were being used, but I was happy to help.
Each box was slowly opened and the first surprise
for me were four baby robins in a box designed for
blue tits followed by eight blue tit eggs in a box
especially designed for treecreepers. As my friend
explained, this sometimes happens but of course it

doesn’t really matter as long as the boxes are used. To
make us smile more we next recorded nine baby great
tits in a large starling box! I marvelled at each nest,
coal tits with ten eggs, wren with eight eggs and even a
Kestrel with three eggs. Almost 30 of the boxes
showed some stages of nest building and 22 contained
eggs or young.
The last two boxes to be inspected were high up in
the trees. Each one contained two-baby tawny owls. I
climbed up nervously to see them and they just sat
there looking at me clicking their beaks, beautiful!
I must stress that you shouldn’t open nest boxes
yourself as all Wildhomes volunteers are trained and
hold the necessary licences to deal with wild birds. I
had a smashing day and one I will not forget.
I must mention the profusion of wild flowers we
have this year. Cowslips are best seen in the picnic
area at Morkery Wood and whilst there look out for
wood sorrel, greater celandine, wood anemone, and
herb paris.
Our local kingfishers are breeding in several
locations although I only watch from a distance with
binoculars as kingfishers are protected by law during
the breeding season and nest sites must not be
approached without a licence obtained from English
Nature. Finally, I would mention that I have already
seen fox and badger cubs above ground.

REPORT ON A LITTLE BYTHAM PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 3 APRIL 2003

department was responsible for cleaning the road of
mud. 4) Footpath opposite the Willoughby Pub.
Action would be taken to improve access to the
footpath by cutting back vegetation. 5) Verge from
old Mallard Pub to Bridge. The installation of a new
verge was not supported, as drainage would not be
improved. 6) 30 MPH Speedlimit Signs Checks
would be conducted to see if speed limits from the
Willoughby Pub into the village needed to be
introduced.
Correspondence. The following correspondence
was discussed: DEFRA - Quality Parish Council
Initiative. The Clerk gave details of the initiative,
which, amongst other requirements, require a qualified
Clerk and 80% of seats to be filled by candidates who
stood for election. As the Parish Council did not meet
these 2 requirements, Quality status would not be
possible. The meeting heard that such Councils may be
entitled to additional money but there were no details
available at present.
Parish Council Elections. The Clerk informed the
Councillors that 4 nominations had been received for
the 7 seats available. Further members could be coopted after the elections on 1 May 03.
DONM. The date of the next meeting Thursday 15
May 2003 l. The agenda would include: Parish
Annual Meeting Parish Council AGM, (Full copies of

Arising from the minutes 1) Brownie Hut. A
working party was still needed to clean out the
Brownie Hut. A response was still awaited from Mrs
Sales to agree a date and efforts would be made to coordinate this with the Civic Amenity Freighter on 26
April 2003. 2)Deeds to Village Hall. Mr Sharpe
informed the meeting that he was still awaiting a
response from the Land Registry and he had no further
information concerning the solicitors who had acted for
Mrs Fane. 3) The post box adjacent to the
Willoughby Pub had yet to be replaced. Although
technically in Careby Parish Council, the Clerk was
asked to contact the Post Office to find out what action
was being taken.
General Items.
Highways. A meeting with Mr Brumfield had
taken place on 2 Apr 03 to look at local Highways
problems. The following is a summary of discussions
and action to be taken. 1) Drains opposite Chestnut
Farm. The problem was a broken Gully and repairs
would be needed. 2) Drains on Glen Close. Two
drains needed to be cleared. 3) Section of Church
Lane between the Ford and Station Road. Some Pot
Holes needed to be filled and sandbags installed to
prevent water draining on to the road. A separate

the minutes can be seen by arrangement with the Parish Clerk)

12

13

14

15

16

CASTLE BYTHAM CRICKET CLUB—JUNE 2003

By Pete Kiely

Just think, if our opening two matches had been
fairly normal, I would have had no room for all these
rare facts How lucky you are!

We started our season on schedule but not in the
way anyone would have wished. On a greenish
wicket - wet on top - we were put to the sword by
Claypole, down at Fishpools. Their bowlers really
exploited the soft top and dismissed our 10 man team
for a very poor 38 runs. To our credit, as the wicket
dried and became easier, our bowlers took two wickets
as Claypole took 19 overs to overtake our score. We
had batted for just 17 overs.
The next day we travelled to play Rotherby &
Hoby, last year’s champions. On this occasion we had
just eight players and totalled only 78. We did,
however, manage to bat for 35 overs (out of a
maximum of 40). Our opponents overtook our total for
the loss of 3 wickets in 27 overs.
At least we can look forward to a more successful
run of events as things cannot get worse (or can they?).
Our lack of full numbers was due to a few factors,
holidays, work commitments, football and a bowls
tournament.
Having such a dearth of playing news allows me to
acquaint you with a few more strange statistics. Here a
are a few facts about a cricket ball. It was first
mentioned in a book called “The Mysteries of Love
and Eloquence” by Edward Phillips (nephew of John
Milton) in 1658. An un-named character in the story
exclaims, “Would my eyes had been beat out of my
head with a cricket ball, the day before I saw thee!”
The weight of the ball was defined in the code of
1744. “The ball must weigh not less than five ounces
and a half, not more than five ounces and threequarters.” The first reference to a red cricket ball was
in William Harrods, 1753, “Sevenoke—a Poem”. The
phrase was, “From nervous arm, with force impulsive,
see the crimson ball attack the destin’d mark.” The
provision for the use of a new ball during the course of
a match was first introduced into the Laws of 1798,
namely, “At the beginning of each innings either party
may call for a new ball.”
John Keats, (the Poet) was hit in the eye by a
WHITE cricket ball whilst batting in 1819. It was,
however, only a soft ball and the first genuine white
cricket balls were introduced in the Kerry Packer
World Series matches in 1977.
The earliest bowling machine for propelling the ball
to a batsman for practice was invented by Nicolas
Wanostrocht (known as Felix) in 1837, who was an
all-rounder laying for Kent, Surrey and the AllEngland side. It was named BALLISTA and worked
using an arrangement of straps and springs to work a
rubber headed arm which struck the ball towards the
wicket from an elevated position just in front of the
machine. An improved version appeared in 1862 with
a trade name BALISTA. Somebody had obviously
knocked the ‘hell’ out of the original. (Corny Joke).

HOME FIXTURES - JUNE 2003
June 8th. Woolsthorpe (League)
June 28th Ashton Wold (Friendly)

Castle Bytham Educational Foundation
Trustees: Peter Cox, Shirley Grayson, Yvonne
Hamblin, Geoff Hix, Peter Martindale
(Chairman) and Arthur Perry
The Trustees are again inviting young
people and students who live in Castle
Bytham Parish, or their parents or guardians,
to make applications for grants to help them
with educational ventures.
The Trust will consider supporting any
kind of educational activity, at school, at
college or at home which will help young
people develop and learn. The costs may be
to help buy books, equipment, to pay fees or
fund the activity in some other way. The
activity itself may be to help mainstream
learning towards exams, or simply about
gaining new skills and experience which will
enrich the young person's life and help them
develop.
The Trustees consider all applications,
which are dealt with in confidence. Usually
grants are made to meet a part of the costs
with students or their parents or guardians
meeting the other part. Most of the grants we
have made have been between £20 and £300
and have been up to half the overall cost,
though in exceptional circumstances the
Trustees will consider a higher proportion.
Deirdre Pawsey, who has many years
professional experience in the charitable
sector, has kindly agreed to help the Trustees
with applications, so if you have an idea and
would like to chat it through informally before
making an application then give Dierdre a ring
on 410936. There are no forms. All we need
is a letter outlining your proposal, the overall
cost and the assistance you would like from
the Trustees. Applications should be sent to
Dierdre or the Chairman by 20th June.
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Letters to the Editor

• Many of the old species-rich grass
fields are now being managed without
fertilisers or sprays, to protect and
encourage wildlife. Several farmers have
even created new areas of species-rich
grassland, some have excavated scrapes in
wet grassland to attract wading birds
• Acres of 'wild bird seed mixtures'
have been sown, to provide food for birds
throughout the year.
• Historical features and SSSIs have
been protected or improved by changing
the grazing regime or clearing scrub.
• Cereal stubbles are being left
unploughed over the winter to provide
cover and food for wildlife, and some
farmers are also creating summer fallows
to encourage lapwing to nest.
Whilst people may not have realised that
all this work is going on to improve the
countryside around us, much of it is visible
from the roads and footpaths.
Some
farmers are keen to publicise the work they
are doing and like people to come and look
at it. Many others prefer to keep quiet and
leave the wildlife to enjoy the benefits
without disturbance.

From Judith Smith, Careby
I was delighted to read in last month's
Glenside News about the work being
undertaken by the Harris family at Cabbage
Hill Farm, but a bit surprised to read Alf
Cousin's comment: 'Surely some of our
larger farms could spare a little space for
wildlife.'
Lots of our local farms, both large and
small, are doing just that! Most farmers
are interested in wildlife and keen to
improve the landscape, but for years they
have been encouraged to concentrate their
efforts instead on producing food and other
crops more efficiently. Now the emphasis
has changed and wildlife conservation is
being encouraged, with grants available
through Countryside Stewardship and other
schemes.
As part of my job, I advise farmers and
landowners on ways to manage their land
to encourage wildlife, protect historical
features and enhance the landscape. I also
help them to apply for grants to help fund
this work. Over the past few years, much
of the land in this area has been entered
into the Stewardship Scheme. If you just
travel into Stamford from Castle Bytham
you will pass at least four large farms who
have been busily creating wildlife habitats.
Within Lincolnshire there are now about
480 Countryside Stewardship Agreements
and a quarter of those are within this south
western part of the county. Over 100 more
applications have been submitted this year.
In this area a wide range of work has
been carried out. For example:
• Miles of hedgerows have been
restored and are now being managed by
rotational trimming (once every 2 or 3
years) to encourage the plants to produce
flowers, berries and nuts.
• Huge networks of uncropped margins
have been established around arable fields
to protect the hedges, watercourses and
woods from arable operations. Some of the
margins are grassed, some are annually
cultivated to encourage rare arable
wildflowers.
They provide wonderful
hunting grounds for owls and nesting sites
for ground-nesting birds.

From Rose Bakker, Castle Bytham

I enjoyed the story about the pig
Anna; thank you Michael Saunders.
Possibly, however, going to Crete is
not reallynecessary for seeing life in the
raw. I have managed to distress my city
friends often enough by learning to skin
rabbits, hang pheasant and cull hens for
instance. There was also an occasion
when
our
friendly
local
poacher
volunteered me some venison.
He
delivered this while I was at the station
collecting the friend it was intended to
impress.
Impress it certainly did, hanging from
the front door in a bloody, leaking plastic
bag with crimson gore on the step and
great black flies showing interest. Very
back to nature!
I had to serve an omelette instead.
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Sponsored Ride Report
On 4th May, in glorious sunshine, the first Sponsored Ride
in support of our Parishes and
HomeStart took place in
Grimsthorpe Park by kind permission of Grimsthorpe Estates.
Thanks to the welcome rain at
the end of April, the going was
excellent and 106 riders turned
out to enjoy a ride of 8, 12 or
15 miles through seldom-seen
countryside completely off the
public roads. Many, having
opted for the 8 mile course,
changed their minds at the 6
mile Rest Stop and went on to
enjoy a longer ride fortified by
a drink and a selection of excellent cakes kindly donated by
the WI.
Of course, this was not the
Hunter Trials of former years
and although the Committee
members were sad to cancel
that event, all are agreed that
the decision was correct. Sponsored rides can be organised
and run by a minimum of volunteers (although more are always welcome) as opposed to
the labour intensive Hunter Trials, now full of legal traps for
the unwary. And of course, the
removal of the competitive element allows everyone to relax.
Without exception, every
rider commented on how enjoyable the day had been and
as the horseboxes streamed
out of Grimsthorpe at 4 o’clock,
there was much hand waving
and shouts of “Great day!
When’s the next one?”
So, a success in its first
year. We will not know how
much the Sponsored Ride
raised until 22nd May (after the
copy deadline for this issue of
Glenside) but a list of Raffle
Prize Winners is shown

Ticket

Name

Prize

Donor

3645

A Bellamy

2 Nights for 2 in Paris
incl

Ultimate Travel
Co

3416

H Bakker

£75.00 Shiatsu
Treatment

Rosewell Shiatsu

5763

M Bradshaw

£50.00 cash

5324

C Payne

£25.00 cash

4058

A Pyne

Child’s Tricycle

Alan Sage

4541

D Black

Child’s Tricycle

Alan Sage

0537

B Brownlow

Herb Selection

Pepperidge Ltd

1868

B Carrer

£25.00 Dress Hire
Voucher

Uppingham
Agency

4085

S Treanor

Subs to Country
Illustrated

1849

C Brown

Meal

Olive Branch

0554

B Brownlow

Meal

Castle Inn

5682

R Laming

Meal

Fox & Hounds

1778

J Swinfen

Meal

Lady Anne Hotel

0320

Dr Murphy

1x Btl Malt Whisky

Castle Bytham
Stores

3495

Buckingham

1x Btl Whisky

G&GR Abbott

5713

D&A Bevan

M&S Gift Voucher

4584

C&J Mitchell

M&S Gift Voucher

2039

K Walpole

Garden Gift Voucher

Rassell’s
Nurseries

4682

Alstow

Home-made Preserves

Patricia’s Pantry

4686

Wade

Pet Supplies Voucher

Stamford Pet Sups
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WHAT

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT

HMP STOCKEN? By Mary Hoyle

The prison at Stocken, about five miles
down the road, opened in 1985.
It
currently holds about 600 male prisoners
and is a Category C prison. The prison
population includes all age groups from
those passed up from young offender
prisons to pensioners. The majority are
Category C prisoners but a few are
Category D who may soon move to a more
open prison, prior to release.
About
seventy
prisoners
are
serving
life
sentences.
Accommodation is mostly in
single cells arranged in nine wings, the
most recent opened in April.
Why am I writing this in the “Glenside
News”? The answer is that, because before
I was on the Independent Monitoring Board
(formerly the Board of Visitors) at HMP
Stocken, I had very little idea of what the
inside of a prison was like. I imagine this is
true for many people.
As one of the prime purposes of a prison
sentence is to help the inmate return to the
outside world, each prisoner is encouraged
to engage in work.
There are various
production workshops which take in work
on a contract basis from outside and, in
addition, vocational training workshops,
such as catering, horticultural machinery
repair and vehicle body repair which allow
the inmate to work towards City and Guilds
or NVQ qualifications. Motor vehicles have
been enthusiastically restored and handed
over to charities and prisoners have been
very involved with “Inside Out”, an
organisation which renovates bicycles for
children in developing countries.
Prison
catering is done by prisoners and meals for
all ethnic groups are provided, with each
prisoner able to choose his menus weekly.
Prisoners may attend a range of courses
in the education department.
Basic
numeracy and literacy skills are taught and
many prisoners obtain qualifications such

as GCSE, with some going on to degree
studies.
Attending in the Education
Department for the morning and afternoon
sessions qualifies for wages as does
participating in any of the workshops.
Wages can be spent on newspapers and
phone credits.
Tobacco, toiletries and
sundries can be obtained by ordering from
the weekly “canteen”. In addition, courses
to address offending behaviour and help
with resettlement are offered.
Each prisoner has a Personal Officer who
takes a particular interest in that prisoner
and discusses with him his Sentence Plan.
Prisoners are always encouraged to be
responsible for their own progress through
their sentence and there are incentives
within the regime to help them advance.
The availability of an in cell kettle or
television, or more visits from family and
friends is much appreciated.
Visiting is
done by means of “Booked Visits” and
those arriving at Stocken to visit are looked
after in the Visits Centre in which
volunteers serve refreshments.
Many prisoners are in prison for drug
related offences. While they are at Stocken
they are actively encouraged to try to
“kick” their drug habits. The prison tries
very hard to prevent drugs from getting
into the prison and there is a lot of positive
help available to inmates.
The Health
Centre meets the needs of prisoners
requiring medication and a dentist and
optician visit regularly. Support is available
at a range of levels for prisoners at risk.
The prison Chaplaincy is committed to
supporting all faiths and a Multi Faith Room
has been created.
The annual Cultural
Awareness Day brings in outside talent and
offers participation in music, drama and
poetry.
(To be continued next month)
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TIME GETS BETTER WITH AGE
(Read it through to the end, it gets better as you go!)
I've learned that I like my teacher because she cries when we sings "Silent Night. Age 5
I've learned that our dog doesn't want to eat my broccoli either. Age 7
I've learned that when I wave to people in the country, they stop what they are doing and wave back.
Age 9
I've learned that just when I get my room the way I like it, Mom makes me clean it up again. Age 12
I've learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should try cheering someone else up. Age 14
I've learned that although it's hard to admit it, I'm secretly glad my parents are strict with me. Age 15
I've learned that silent company is often more healing than words of advice. Age 24
I've learned that brushing my child's hair is one of life's great pleasures. Age 26
I've learned that wherever I go, the world's worst drivers have followed me there. Age 29
I've learned that if someone says something unkind about me, I must live so that no one will believe it.
Age 30
I've learned that there are people who love you dearly but just don't know how to show it. Age 42
I've learned that you can make some one's day by simply sending them a little note. Age 44
I've learned that the greater a person's sense of guilt, the greater his or her need to cast blame on
others. Age 46
I've learned that children and grandparents are natural allies. Age 47
I've learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems today, life does go on, and it will be
better tomorrow. Age 48
I've learned that singing "Amazing Grace" can lift my spirits for hours. Age 49
I've learned that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone. Age 50
I've learned that you can tell a lot about a man by the way he handles these three things: a rainy day,
lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights. Age 51
I've learned that keeping a vegetable garden is worth a medicine cabinet full of pills. Age 52
I've learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you miss them terribly after they die.
Age 53
I've learned that making a living is not the same thing as making a life. Age 58
I've learned that if you want to do something positive for your children, work to improve your marriage.
Age 61
I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance. Age 62
I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. You need to be able
to throw something back. Age 64
I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, the needs of
others, your work, meeting new people, and doing the very best you can, happiness will find you. Age
65
I've learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, I usually make the right decision. Age 66
I've learned that everyone can use a prayer. Age 72
I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to be one. Age 82
I've learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People love that human touch holding hands, a warm hug, - or just a friendly pat on the back. Age 90
I've learned that I still have a lot to learn. Age 92

I've learned that you should pass this on to someone you care about. Sometimes they just need a little
something to make them smile.
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