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efore I forget, next
month’s issue covers both
this December and January 2004.
So please make sure that anything
you want in for January gets to me
by 15th. November, or earlier! It is
frightening, really, to think that we
are almost into next year when this
one hardly seems to have started. I
am told that as you get older time
passes more quickly. Is this so and
is there any connection between
this and the extra half hour it now
takes me to walk up Pinfold Road
from the shop? My wife tells me
that the time it takes me to walk the
dog depends on how many people
I meet on my travels and not how
far I go.
―0―
t the beginning of this
month we have Guy
Fawkes night with its
accompanying fireworks and
bonfires. As a child I used to
enjoy this thoroughly and this
enjoyment continued as I grew up
until, one year, lighting fireworks
for the children one November
the fifth, a jumping cracker leapt
into the house through the French
doors and ruined the carpet.
There have been questions about
whether I had grown up by then
or, indeed, have since.
Seriously though, the noise of
fireworks can sometimes be very
frightening to the elderly and to
animals. I would think that the
best way all round to alleviate this
problem would be to reduce the
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‘time spread’ by everyone having
their fun to the weekend nearest to
Guy Fawkes Night (this year it
would be 8th. & 9th November).
Then, if the vulnerable were prewarned and the evening conducted
responsibly, I should not have
thought anyone would have reason
to complain.
When warning,
please be particularly careful to
give good advanced notice to
anyone with horses which, being
out of doors, can be extremely
sensitive and easily disturbed.
Household pets can be kept
indoors if their owners know an
event is likely to take place nearby.
―0―

THE HUMAN MIND
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it
deosn't mttaer in waht oredr
the ltteers in a wrod are, the
olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht
the frist and lsat ltteer be at
the rghit pclae.
The rset can be a total mses
and you can sitll raed it
wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos
not raed ervey lteter by istlef,
but the wrod as a wlohe.
Amzanig huh?

Does this explain my proof
reading?
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The Rev Bryan Bennett
Castle Bytham Rectory

Dear Friends,
Well, with Harvest Festival well behind us it is necessary to turn our minds towards
Christmas I suppose. Harvest this year was at Creeton and I hope those who came enjoyed the
service. Personally, I always enjoy services at Creeton because it sits in a similar kind of
location to a tiny church I know in Surrey. It was back in my Army days and it never had its
own vicar so I used to help out. I remember a magical Midnight Communion I took there in
1983. It was cold when we entered the church but clear and dry. When we left the church we
discovered it had been snowing throughout the service, it looked just like the front of a
Christmas card. However, before I leave Harvest may I just thank those who decorated the
church and provided the food which we enjoyed at Christopher and Ziggi Samler's home after
the service.
Our Christmas Services will follow the usual pattern, but I just make mention of them now
so you can make a note on your calendars of those that you would like to attend. We will begin
as usual with a Christingle Service at Castle Bytham at 4pm on the afternoon of Sunday 14th
December. This is in one sense a carol service with readings but also has the ceremony of the
Christingles for the children as its climax. It is therefore suitable for adults with or without
children! At 9am on the Sunday before Christmas, ie 21st December, Holy Communion is at
Careby. I assume there will be the usual Christmas refreshments after this service!
Our main run of Christmas services are of course on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
As is now traditional we begin in Little Bytham at 4pm with the children's Candle Service,
telling the story of the Nativity. This is acted out by the children in word and song and the
church gets packed, so come early. We then move up to Castle Bytham for our central
Christmas Service - Midnight Communion which begins at 1130pm. We are very fortunate in
that the Bishop of Grantham, Alistair Redfern, offered to come and share this service with us
this year. I do hope this will actually happen because the Bishop's wife is seriously ill, but that
is what is planned at present. The Bishop's wife's name is Jane, please remember her in your
prayers as we do every week in our four churches.
On Christmas day we have two services of Holy Communion. The first one will be said
and is at Creeton at 8.30am. At 9.30am we will have a Communion Service with carols and this
will be at Little Bytham. We will round off our worship with our usual Family Carols at
1030am. This will be at Careby this year and as usual 'anything goes'! The Sunday after
Christmas is 28th and there will just be one service, Holy Communion at Creeton at 1030am.
I'm not going to wish you a happy Christmas this far ahead but I hope the above is useful and
that there is something to suit everyone who wishes to attend church over Christmas.
Prior to this of course we still have Remembrance Sunday which falls on 9th November.
This year the service is at Castle Bytham and details are on the next page. This service has
traditionally concentrated on the two World Wars with the poppies we wear being particularly
associated with the Great War. However, as I have often remarked in the past, there has only
been one year since 1945 when a member of our Armed Forces hasn't been killed in action and
the Remembrance Service is intended to cover all such events. Many of us know people, family
or friends, who have been involved in places like Malaya, Cyprus, Northern Ireland, the Baltics,
the Falklands, the Gulf and many more. Many in the parish have been personally involved.
The British Legion understands that a national day will not survive if it only concentrates on the
two wars, because they are fast becoming part of history. So please, if the above registers with
you, join us on 9th November at Castle Bytham, everyone is most welcome.
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CHURCH INFORMATION
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER
CASTLE
BYTHAM
2nd November
8 before
Christmas
9th November
Remembrance
Sunday

LITTLE
BYTHAM

CAREBY

CREETON

9am
Holy
Communion

11am
Family Service

6pm
Compline

6pm
Evensong

9am
Holy
Communion

9am
Holy Communion

1055am
Remembrance
Service

16th November
6 before
Christmas
23rd November
5 before
Christmas

11am
Morning Service

9am
Holy
Communion

30th November
Advent Sunday

10am GROUP HOLY COMMUNION AT LITTLE BYTHAM

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (1055am Castle Bytham Church)
As in previous-years this service will start at 1055am promptly so that the two minutes silence can fall at
11am Please be seated by 1050am at the latest.
As it is the second Sunday of the month Holy Communion will also be at Castle Bytham at 9am. This
will be a said service from the Prayer Book.
FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS
HOLY MATRIMONY
James Charles King and Samantha Jane Kember at Castle Bytham Church on Saturday 20th September
Ian Richard Woodward and Sharron Yvonne Glassfield at Castle Bytham Church on Saturday 11th
October
LITTLE BYTHAM FETE COMMITTEE
The Committee met on 3rd October at The Old Rectory, Little Bytham and decided on the following
allocation of funds raised at the 2003 Garden Fete.
Bytham School
£357
Brownies
£95
LB Village Hall
£238
Glenside News
£47
LB Church
£1548
Children's Christmas Party
£95
Thanks go to Martin and Matilda Thompson for allowing the use of their garden and to everyone who
contributed to a successful Fete. Next year's Fete will be on Sunday 13th June and next Committee at
7pm Friday 30th Jan.
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DIARY

(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)

Women’s Institute – First Wednesday in
CBVH @ 7.30pm
Badminton – Monday evenings in CBVH–
Details 410345
Guides Meeting – Every Monday 7 – 8.30pm
LBVH
Chess Monday evenings in Fox & Hounds
Bowls – Every Tuesday in CBVH 7.30 pm )
Water Colour Classes Every Wednesday
(during term time) in LBVH 10 am to
1pm.
Rainbow Guides – Every Wednesday 5 pm to
6 pm in LBVH followed byBrownies Every Wednesday from 6.15. to
7.45pm
Keep Fit Classes Every Wednesday (except
first in month) in CBVH at 7 pm.
Details from Vicky in Castle Bytham
Stores (page 9)
Coffee Morning – 1st. & 3rd Thursday every
month in LBVH—10.30am to noon
Parent and Toddlers – Every Friday 10.30 am
to noon in CBVH – ring Alison 410480
Youth Club Every Friday in CBVH at 7.30pm.
Commencing 19th September
Bourne Waste Recycling Mays Road - Pinfold
Industrial Estate Every day 8.00 am to
4.00 pm (if in doubt, check with SKDC)

WEATHER REPORT –SEPTEMBER
RAINFALL (T.R.R.)
m.m.

inches

1st - 7th.

0.4

0.02

8th. - 14th.

8.7

0.34

15th. - 21st.

-

-

22nd. - 28th.*

5.4

0.21

29th. - 30th.

-

-

Total for Month

14.5

0.57

Total for AUGUST'02

26.9

1.06

TEMPERATURES (H.G.B.)
Night-time
Lowest minimum: -1° on the 25th & 26th
Highest minimum: 13° on the 6th.
Daytime
Lowest maximum: 11° on the 23rd
Highest maximum: 24° on the 17th.

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA
(*and cleaning rota)
CAREBY
*

NOVEMBER EVENTS

Saturday 1st. Halloween Dance in CBVH
(page 6)
Friday 7th. Vote for Jayne in the Grantham
Journal (page 7)
Saturday 8th. Cricket Club Dinner (page 13)
Tues/Wed 11/12th. Phlox & Flax (page 13)
Sunday 16th. Paddington Bear receiving
guests at Pawnbrokers, Castle
Bytham (page 14)
Thursday 20th. Careby General Meeting at
Willoughby (page 6)
Saturday 22nd. Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
Coffee Morning (page 9)
Saturday 29th. Bingo Night in aid of
Multiple Sclerosis (page 8)

CASTLE CREETON LITTLE
BYTHAM
BYTHAM

Nov
2nd

Mrs M.
Machin

Mrs E.
Hopkins

Mrs A.
Garbutt

?

Nov
9th

Mrs M.
Machin

Mrs E.
Hopkins

Mrs A.
Garbutt

?

Nov
16th

Mrs K.
Sanderson

Mrs S.
Grayson

Mrs Z.
Samler

?

Nov
23rd

Mrs K.
Sanderson

Mrs S.
Grayson

Mrs Z.
Samler

?

Nov
30th.

Mrs K.
Sanderson

ADVENT

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
December 6th. Castle Bytham Children’s
Christmas Party (page 8)
December 6th. Bell Ringers concert in
Swayfield village hall (page 9)
December 13th. Castle Bytham Senior

Citizens’ lunch (page 8)
January 24th. Burns Supper at Pettywood
Farm, Holywell
March 27th. English Night in CBVH (page 11)
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HALLOWEEN PARTY NIGHT
SATURDAY 1ST NOVEMBER, 2003
CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL
7.30PM TILL MIDNIGHT
DISCO
LICENSED BAR & BUFFET SUPPER
CHILDREN and ADULTS FANCY DRESS
COMPETITION
TICKETS ONLY £5
CHILDREN UNDER 11 FREE
please see any member of the L.B.P.C.C.
or Maureen Ward (410885)
PROCEEDS TO THE LITTLE BYTHAM CHURCH

CAREBY WITH AUNBY AND HOLYWELL
PARISH MEETING
NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
To be held
at The Willoughby Arms
on Thursday 20th November 2003
at 8 pm.
For further details please contact Judith Smith on 01780 410420
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NATURE NOTES By Alf Cousins.
When I was growing up and first read about
birds the golden eagle was always referred to as
the ‘King’ of birds. To me though the king has
always been the aptly named kingfisher and as a
boy I marvelled at their tropical colours and the
way they dived for fish, completely submerging
themselves. Later on when I first saw this on
television, shown in slow motion, I just knew I
had to try and photograph this bird myself and
after many fruitless hours spent in a cramped
hide, I was successful.
When the slides came back I was delighted.
Even the female kingfisher is just as beautiful as
her mate with little to tell them apart. The best
way to sex these birds if you get a close view in
your binoculars is by their beaks. The male
simply has a dark one and the female had a flash
of orange along the bottom of her lower beak.
You almost always know when a kingfisher is
flying along the river as they whistle quite a lot
during flight.
When you here that loud whistle stand dead
still and you should be rewarded with, at worst, a
flash of blue and orange skimming along the top

SERVICE

of the water but if are lucky the bird may pause on
a nearby branch overhanging the water and you
may even see it dive.
We are lucky in our part of the UK as we have
always had a good population of kingfishers for
such an elusive bird though friends who live in
towns with rivers seem to see more than I do just
strolling along the river in the local park. Several
fishermen have told me that kingfishers even
perch on their rods!
Next month I hope to have the results for this
year from the nest-box scheme in Morkery Wood,
which is run by a group of dedicated volunteers
known as Wildhomes. If you would like to make
a real ‘hands on’ contribution to conservation by
running your own nest-box scheme then please
telephone Dave on 01476-419202 for more details
or if you have access to the internet, log on to
www.wildhomes.co.uk.
Now is the time to feed the birds in our
gardens and please put out fresh water each day
for bathing as well as drinking.

WITH A

SMILE

Jayne Phillips, the delightful, friendly assistant in Castle Bytham Stores has been
nominated as ‘Shop Assistant of the Year’ in the Grantham Journal. In this she
represents all the equally lovely employees of the shop.
Voting Day is the 7th. November and to vote you will have to buy a copy of the
newspaper (so the Grantham Journal is going to win whatever the result) - but, then,
Jayne is surely worth 40p.?
Because the demand for the Journal on that day is expected to be so high,
remember to order a copy in advance from the shop, so that you do not miss the
opportunity to vote for:-

‘JAYNE PHILLIPS, SHOP ASSISTANT

OF THE YEAR’

WELCOME TO:Sarah and Tim Cooper Jones who, with their sons Mark and Tom - and Holly, the dog have moved into Angel Wells Farm, Castle Bytham from Farnham, Surrey
and to Julie and Bernard Crane who have moved into Counthorpe Lane, Castle Bytham from
Eastbourne.
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CASTLE BYTHAM SENIOR CITIZENS’
CHRISTMAS PARTY

!

Castle Bytham Senior Citizens’
Christmas Party will be held on Saturday,
13th. December in Castle Bytham village
hall. Invitations will be sent out shortly.
If you have just reached 60, are 60 and
have recently moved into the village or are
60 and do not get an invitation, there will
be some in Castle Bytham Stores—or
contact Angela on 410629

S

!
NOW

AB
J
Flu vaccinations are
U
FL
now available at the

Glenside Practice
Surgeries for:Patients aged 65 and over or anyone
who suffers from one or more of the
following conditions:Chronic Chest condition including
Asthma.
Diabetes.
Chronic Heart Disease.
Kidney Disease.
Lowered Immunity.

CASTLE BYTHAM CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Castle Bytham Children’s Christmas
Party will be held in Castle Bytham village
hall on Saturday, 6th December for Castle
Bytham children of primary school age and
under.
There will be a list in Castle Bytham
Stores from November 1st until November
29th for you to put your child’s name
down. As Father Christmas has promised
to attend we need names to ensure
everyone gets a present.
For further details, ring Angela on
410629

If you have not been vaccinated,
contact either the Castle Bytham or
Corby Glen Surgery and make an
appointment with one of the Practice
Nurses.
Tel Nos:Castle Bytham (01780) 410205
Corby Glen (01476) 550251

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
BIG BINGO NIGHT
Saturday, 29th. November at Castle Bytham village hall.
If you have ever played Bingo you must be there - if you haven’t, then here is
the opportunity to give it a try.
Prizes galore and a magnificent raffle all in aid of

PETERBOROUGH MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY.
If you really don’t want a good evening out, please help to support this most
worthwhile event with a bingo or raffle prize or a donation.
Prizes or donations can be given to Jayne Phillips in Castle Bytham Stores or
by phoning her on 410698
―0―
Last year £1,077 was raised - lets make a real effort and see if we can break
£1,250
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MACMILLAN CANCER RELIEF
Graham & Heather King would like to thank
everyone who supported their coffee
morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief.
The total sum raised was £153.

LITTLE BYTHAM 100 CLUB
The lucky winners of the October draw of
the Little Bytham 100 Club are P Windsor
and S J Foster whose wins were £55 and £24
respectively. Congratulations to both of
them.

CASTLE BYTHAM “100 CLUB” DRAW
October 2003
No 61 Penny Brown
8 Audrey Cunningham
63 Heather King
100 Lorna Green

CROCHET WORKSHOP
Any others who would like to join us are
most welcome and are asked to ring Rose on
410421 for details.
Our first project is a charity blanket but
we will move onto more complicated work
soon.

LANGFORD ANDERSON
Just as last month’s issue was ready to go
to the printers, indeed it was in the envelope,
I received an e-mail from Langford Anderson.
He is serving with the army in Iraq and
wanted to thank those who had helped his
wife and family whilst he has been away.
Since then, he has been in contact again to
ask me to publish his e-mail address so that
anyone who wants to contact him can do so.
The address is langford1963@fsmail.net He is
enjoying reading Glenside News on the
Bythams website—or so he says!

“CHRISTMAS BELLS”
Swayfield Bellringers are giving a
Christmas Concert in Swayfield village hall on
Saturday, December 6th, starting at 7.30pm

LINCOLNSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
are holding a coffee morning in aid of
the Trust on Saturday, November 22nd
at 22, Back Lane, Colsterworth.
All welcome. Details, Rose Bakker on
410421

MORKERY WOOD

Do you walk regularly in
Morkery Wood? If so, would you like
to be a volunteer Wood Warden to
help to preserve the beauty of the
wood? If you think you might be able
to help, ring Cheryl Joyce at Forest
Enterprises (01780 444394)

Feel like this?
Would rather look
like this?

LAST OF THE SWALLOWS?

Then join us doing
this.

We saw 3 swallows on Wednesday
afternoon 8th October just north of
Bourne. Did you see any later than
that?

NOTHING TOO STRENOUS - ON
WEDNESDAY’S FOR AN HOUR IN CASTLE
BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL - 7 TO 8PM
Details from Vicky in Castle Bytham
Stores
9

Castle Bytham Midsummer Fair

FAIR NEWSLETTER by Peter Hinton
I was thinking the other day of another village I know. Although quite small, it has its own road
bypass and the roads through the centre have been re-paved and arranged to slow down traffic and make
it safe for pedestrians. There are floral decorations in the streets and the verges are neat and tidy with no
litter. Most of the local farm tracks are tarmac and open to the public and no farmer would dream of
spreading mud on to the ordinary public roads. Unpaved footpaths through farm land and woods are
well maintained and people are actively encouraged to use them. Between villages the footpaths alongside
connecting roads are at least 2 metres wide and available for use by cyclists as well as pedestrians. Houses
and businesses are provided with big wheelie bins for their rubbish and re-cycling is encouraged with
paper, glass and tin cans all separated and collected frequently. There are even collection days when
garden refuse and bulk rubbish and “white” goods (fridges, washing machines etc) are collected. In
autumn everyone cleans up the leaves from the front of their houses, even from the public footpath, and in
winter every household gets up early to clear away the snow from the public footpath in front of their
property before they go to work. Drivers do not hog the fast lane on motorways and drivers are
punctilious in indicating when they change lanes. Incidentally, truck drivers do not pull out in front of
cars just to take 10 minutes to pass the truck in front with an overtaking speed of 2 mph. Oh, and by the
way, the trains are comfortable and run on time! On the down side you cannot mow the lawn or wash
your car on Sundays and the shops close for long lunch breaks every day and at midday on Saturdays.
The locals are not renowned for their sense of humour, the pubs have limited choice of beer and Indian
restaurants are hard to find. Where is this Elysian location? – Germany!
Although I would not swap living in our village to go and live in Germany again, I cannot help
comparing how we do business to how it is done in other parts of the world. What is all the more
remarkable is that I am describing village life in Germany 15 years ago. What was (and indeed still is)
evident was that local authorities in Germany, the equivalent of our County Councils and Parish Councils,
had much bigger budgets to work with. Another illustration I can quote is that in the 10 years or so we
lived in Germany I guess we averaged 25,000 miles a year driving all over Europe. In all those miles, (or
should that be kilometres?) I never had to replace a windscreen on my car. In the last 10 years, with a
much lower annual mileage in the UK I have had to replace no less than 7 windscreens, which speaks
volumes for the difference in the road maintenance standards.
Some of you probably read Jeremy Clarkson’s newspaper articles – he starts off at a tangent, talking
about wine tasting in North Korea or the value to the ecology of butterfly farms, but in his last paragraph
is actually leading up to a criticism of the latest BMW saloon - staff cars for Nazis, leaves a bad taste in the
mouth and only good for killing bugs with its windscreen. Well, I think I am leading you down a similar
journalistic tunnel. What drives the German system to spend liberally on local amenities and wider public
services is the desire to present their environment as an expression of pride in their community. Some of
this comes from the determined spirit that was needed to rebuild Germany after the War, but a side effect
is that individuals are more ready to take responsibility for the amenities they enjoy. This leads to less
vandalism, litter and a willingness to correct people who do not respect the standards expected. The
danger is that an attitude similar to the Pythonesque “what did the Romans do for us” prevails – they
expect the State to provide everything. Although SKDC and the Parish Council do the best they can with
the money made available to them, how that money is raised – general taxation plus council tax means
they are forced to concentrate on the essentials with little spare for improving or adding new local
amenities. We do however have a great tradition of self help in the UK and the Midsummer Fair is in that
tradition. So next time a prospective councillor or MP comes canvassing on your doorstep just ask him or
her “OK but what will the Romans do for us!”
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RACE NIGHT

AT

CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE
HALL

NEWS FROM CHARLES READ HIGH
SCHOOL

The Village Hall Committee organised a
Race Night on Saturday evening, October
4th. The aims were to provide a ‘good
night out’ for the villages and to raise
money for the hall. The evening was very
well supported with 67 people, mainly
villagers, attending.
Eight films of horse races were shown
by a professional projectionist, with the
reel of film being chosen at random each
time. Those attending placed their bets on
any of the eight horses prior to the film
being shown, with the lucky winners being
paid out at the end of the race.
A supper of sausages, mashed and
mushy peas plus an excellent selection of
puddings and cheese was served at half
time.
One race saw each horse being
auctioned with the winner collecting half of
the ‘pot’ - about £80. Other horses for the
first races had been sold beforehand at the
shop and the lucky winners of a bottle of
spirits were:Race No 1
Linda Clark
2
George
3
Heather Stafford
4
Chris
The Committee are very grateful to those
who sponsored races, to Castle Bytham
Stores, Grasmere Pork Products, Country
Choice, Neil and all those who bought
horses and helped.
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves
thoroughly and about £650 was raised for
Village Hall funds.
We hope to organise an ‘English Night’
on March 27th. - more details later.
RAB

At last the hard work put in by pupils,
teachers and other staff at the Charles Read
High School is being publicly recognised!
First, the amazing GCSE results were
announced during the summer holidays.
Then the Offsted report came out. The
inspectors had left no stone unturned;
homework, teaching, behaviour, were all
scrutinised; I even found an inspector
peering at 3 sheep on the Green and
following me into Church! The assessment
of our school was not satisfactory, nor
improved, nor sort-of-OK but “GOOD”!
So Term began with an upbeat feel about
it and lots of very small students because of
our larger Year 7 group. 16 others have
joined in different classes, as have Mrs. Bibby
and Mrs. Harris, new Learning Mentors,
Mrs. Tudor in the Office, Miss Garrett to
teach music, and Mr. Clements to teach
history, business studies and RE. He was
seen marching into St. John's Church
brandishing a huge axe--but this was part of
a magnificent display of the students' and
teachers' work Visitors to Corby Sheep Fair
called into Church as usual to see the harvest
displays of flowers and were able to see a
"School Exhibition" and watch a video of the
School as well.
What else? 3 Football matches have been
played against Aveland School, Year 7 pupils
are joining an after-school Arts Club, and the
School joined the World's Largest Coffee
Morning and raised £220 for the MacMillan
Fund.
So as you can see, there's lots going on
and it's not even half-term yet!
Revd. M. Barton

GARDEN SERVICES
ALL TYPES OF GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
UNDERTAKEN

Where
but
America?

GARDEN MACHINES OF
ALL TYPES SERVICED,
SHARPENED AND
REPAIRED
FREE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
PHONE ANDREW McDONALD on 01780 460292 or
077510942017 (Mobile)
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REPORT ON LITTLE BYTHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2003
Present: Mrs Murphy (Vice Chairman), Mr Jones, Mr Richards, Mr Sharpe, Mr Childs (Clerk) Mrs
McFarland (Clerk Designate) and District Councillor Miss Channel.
Matters Arising from minutes of previous meeting.
Parish Room. Mr Sharpe agreed to organise a trailer to help dispose of some items of Brownie
equipment. Mr G Abbott would do the repairs to the felt on the roof before winter. Deeds to Village
Hall. Mrs Murphy informed the meeting that she had written to Barclays Bank in Stamford who is
believed to hold the Title Deeds to the Village Hall. The previous Chairman of the Parish Council in
1976, Mr Milligan, had lodged the Deeds there. No reply had been received from Barclays. An update
would be given at the next meeting. 30 MPH Signs from Manthorpe. Mr Sharpe had contacted Mrs
Ward, the previous Clerk, and acquired the spare sign. The sign was being made more substantial,
before it would be displayed. The location had yet to be determined. No Parking Signs - Old people's
Homes. The Clerk advised that he had spoken to Mr Kevin Brumfield of the Highways Division. The
parking area in front of the homes was public highway and so it would be illegal to place signs to state
that parking was for residents only. There was some discussion as to the extent of the problem, which
may have been exaggerated by the residents of the homes. Additional Street Light. The Clerk had
written to obtain a quotation from SKDC to install an additional light opposite the Old Peoples Homes.
A response was awaited.
Planning Applications. Update of planning applications:- (1) Spires Developers Residential
Development, Old Station Yard - ongoing with SKDC. (2) Mr Burton - Ongoing with SKDC. (3)
ORANGE - Application for mast approved by SKDC. New Application:- Mr Reeves - Grange Lane The meeting discussed the application for a single large dwelling. Although there was some thoughts
that smaller, more affordable housing should be a priority in the village, the meeting approved the
application. However, the meeting was made aware of a letter from Mr A Turner to the Planning
Department, copied to the Parish Council, stating that he would not give permission for access to the
house on Grange Lane, the land being his property. The meeting agreed that this was a problem to be
resolved by Mr Turner, Mr Reeves and the Planning Department.
Finances.
Following cheques were signed:- (1) Clerk’s salary and expenses - £250 + £7.70 = £257.70;
(2) Hire of the Village Hall - £75; (3) LALC - £65.
General Items.
Highways. The Meeting went through the list of items to be undertaken by the local Highways division
following the walkabout on 2 Apr 03. Latest details are as follows:- (1) Drains opposite Chestnut
Farm - Task is on order. Not completed; (2) Section of Church Lane between the Ford and Station roadSandbags have been installed and the repairs to potholes is on order. Not completed; (3) Footpath
cleaned next to Railway Bridge - Details passed to Highways Department. Not completed; (4) Drains
on Glen Close - Reason for excess water on road discovered and Anglian Water to repair. Completed.
No further action; (5) 30 MPH sign by Railway Arch -The sign would be moved to the outer side of the
2nd railway arch towards Careby. Not completed; (6) De-silt Culvert - Details passed to Environment
Agency. Not completed.
Correspondence. The following correspondence was discussed: Local Police & Community Forum.—
Training Day for new Clerks.—The Local Channel.
AOB. Two streetlights were reported to be unserviceable. The Clerk was to report the defects.
Access to The Spinney, run by the Woodlands Trust, was not always available. It was thought that the
Access gate was locked in the school holidays. Mr Sharp agreed to clarify the position.
The date of the next meeting arranged for Thursday 2 October 2003
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CASTLE BYTHAM CRICKET CLUB by Pete Kiely
In spite of my nervous optimism last month, we
did not obtain the hoped for results and
consequently we were relegated to Division Two,
missing out by just a couple of points.
As hoped for and perhaps expected, we
defeated Harlaxton at Bytham. Batting first, we
made 245 for 5 in which James Hutchinson
excelled with 113 not out, backed up by John
Lamin (52) and Ralph Bradley (30). Due to an
inspired spell, Chris Bower - 5 for 14 in 7 overs saw Harlaxton collapse to 109 all out. A nice 20
points.
The day before (6th. September) we travelled to
Claypole and restricted them to 196 for 7. Scott
Groves claimed 4 wickets. Russ Fenn then led our
reply with 77, well backed up by John Lamin (35)
and Chris Bower (34). However, well in sight of
victory, we had a sudden unexplained collapse
and subsided to 187 all out with time to spare. A
poor 7 points.
It was all down to our last league game - home
to Buckminster (13th. September). We started
reasonably well and they were struggling
somewhat on 143 for 7. Wayward bowling let
them off the hook and they wound up on 203 for 8.
We weren’t at the races that day and finished on a
poor 135 for 8. Russ Fenn top scored on 32.
It now all depended on other teams losing i.e.
Bottesford and Woolsthorpe in their last games on
14th. September. They didn’t and we were down.
However, in our last game at Old Somerby
(14th. September), we enjoyed our usual end of
season friendly against the Stragglers. Batting
first, we managed 146 for 9 against some tight
bowling and smart fielding. Ralph Bradley kept
the ship steady with a patient 65 - next best were

Phil Abbott (14) and Michael Wright (13).
Taking some good catches and bowling
accurately (quite a change that!) we cleaned ‘em
up for just 83. John Lamin claimed 5 for 26 and
Scott Groves 2 for 6.
It was a pleasant ending to the season and we
just had to wait and hope. But things eventually
went against us and next year we will meet new
faces.
Speaking of new faces, we badly need some,
preferably from Castle Bytham, Little Bytham or
the surrounding villages. At the moment we have
just three players from the villages who play
regularly with four more not so regular. Where
are you all? There must be someone who can play
lurking about, why not come and join us? As far
as records show, we have just completed our 100th
season. Surely you ‘Bythamites’ would like to
send us on our way to a second century
This year’s Dinner will be held on Saturday,
November 8th at the Castle Inn, Castle Bytham. If
you wish to come let us know. Tickets are limited
but it be a good time to come and meet us all. You
may be surprised what normal people we are!

Log Baskets - Handmade Soap & bath products – Gorgeous Handbags – Shopping Baskets

Bring a friend and
both get 10% off

Phlox & Flax
Would like to invite you to a

S A L E
Tues 11 Nov & Wed 12 Nov
13

Beautiful new
Christmas stock
now
available

OH WHAT A DAY!! BY PADDINGTON BEAR (BOWLES)
(The journey continues — from last month)

With her hips she’s not very agile, then they spied
a high curb and she made it just, with a push!
The combined height of box and trailer was over
14ft and as the bridge before the village was 13ft
we had to be unloaded before we actually got
home and the nice driver wanted to see me so he
crawled into me on his hands and knees and put
his arms round me and thought I was gorgeous
and wanted to take me home for his daughter. I
got a bit worried ‘cos I do like my home even if I
am starved when I get too fat!
We made it the mile home and Tony put me
straight out and I rolled and rolled on both sides
and ruined my beauty but it was LOVELY as it
was after 8-0pm when we got home it had been a
long day. But thanks to the NFU we did get
home, they were very good and I can really
recommend them as they were very concerned
about me.
Mum was warned that she may get a bill
for £200 plus the mileage so she is not
very happy and the box is very poorly in
hospital, she says she’s not going in it
again and it has to be sold. A pity as I
quite liked it
FOOT NOTE.
Tony found a gentleman in Essex His
name is Trevor Upson and Mum said he
was so nice and helpful and said he had
a chassis, ( I thought that was a dance)
and my lovely big Oakley box can be put
on it and it has a Mann engine. Don’t
they have two legs and run? I do get very
muddled. Any way Mum has taken a big breath
and dug into her pot so now I will be able to
travel in style because one of my most important
jobs is being a companion to the Caspians when
they travel.
Several people have suggested that I should
now write about my experiences living with
Caspians. I will have to see if I can find a
secretary not to mention the time as I am very
busy.

We got halfway home travelling nicely and it
all happened again and we finally limped to an
obsolete (that’s a big word) garage site and Mum
said, “NO FURTHER—Road Recovery!” so we
had another wait of about 3 hours.
There was a very nice man called
George from NFU who kept
ringing up to see if I was alright
and by this time Tony had relented
and given me a haynet so I was
fine. George could not believe how
small I was specially travelling in a
7 ton 4 horse box but of course I do
like space. Tony amused himself
getting water out of puddles to cool
the water tank down and one of the
highlights of the day was when it
“sicked” up all over him with
muddy water. I did laugh as that
paid him back for all the cold hoses he’d given
me.
My minders did not do so well as we were
parked dead opposite a Little Chef and they had
no water or food left and it was far too dangerous
to cross the A1. George had just told us we
would have to wait another hour and a half when
a HUGE orange low loader appeared with a very
nice man who was a bit alarmed when he heard I
was on board. However, with lots of crashing and
banging of chains and being tipped up (the man
said it was only like going up a hill, you could kid
me HE wasn’t inside) to get the box on we were
eventually ready to get going and then he said
there was only room for 3 in the cab and of course
my best friend Bunty was with us so John had to
climb the mountain and travel with me. I was
rather relieved to have company and of course to
be told what a good boy I was. Can’t get enough
of that.
The next hitch was getting Mum into the Cab.

Message from Paddington Bear
" I will be at home on Sunday,
November 16th from 10-12pm if any one
would like to come and see me. There
will be a collection box for the Caspian
Horse Society
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by only the hood.
Our actions were our own. Consequences were
expected. The idea of a parent bailing us out if we
broke a law was unheard of. They actually sided
with the law. Imagine that!
This generation has produced some of the best
risk-takers and problem solvers and inventors,
ever. The past 50 years have been an explosion of
innovation and new ideas. We had freedom,
failure, success and responsibility, and we learned
how to deal with it all.
And you're one of them. Congratulations!
Please pass this on to others who have had the
luck to grow up as real kids, before lawyers and
government regulated our lives, for our own
good.
And perhaps those whop haven’t experienced
this might like to consider how their world is
going.

YESTERDAYS ?
According to today's regulators and
bureaucrats, those of us who were kids in the 50's,
60's, and 70's probably shouldn't have survived......
Our baby cots were covered with brightly
coloured lead-based paint which was promptly
chewed and licked.
We had no childproof lids on medicine bottles,
or latches on doors or cabinets and it was fine to
play with pans.
When we rode our bikes, we wore no helmets,
just flip flops and fluorescent 'clackers' on our
wheels.
As children, we would ride in cars with no seat
belts or air bags. Riding in the passenger seat was
a treat.
We drank water from the garden hose and not
from a bottle - tasted the same.
We ate dripping sandwiches, bread and butter
pudding and drank fizzy pop with sugar in it, but
we were never overweight because we were
always outside playing.
We shared one drink with four friends, from
one bottle or can and no one actually died from
this.
We would spend hours building go-carts out of
scraps and then went top speed down the hill,
only to find out we forgot the brakes. After
running into stinging nettles a few times, we
learned to solve the problem.
We would leave home in the morning and play
all day, as long as we were back before it got dark.
No one was able to reach us all day and no one
minded.
We did not have Playstations or X-Boxes, no
video games at all. No 99 channels on TV, no
videotape movies, no surround sound, no mobile
phones, no personal computers, no Internet chat
rooms. We had friends - we went outside and
found them.
We played run-outs, elastics and street
rounders, and sometimes that ball really hurt.
We fell out of trees, got cut and broke bones
and teeth, and there were no lawsuits. They were
accidents. We learnt not to do the same thing
again.
We had fights, punched each other hard and
got black and blue - we learned to get over it.
We walked to friend's homes.
We made up games with sticks and tennis balls
and ate live stuff, and although we were told it
would happen, we did not have very many eyes
out, nor did the live stuff live inside us forever.
We rode bikes in packs of 7 and wore our coats

Old age is golden I’ve heard it
said
But, sometimes I wonder a I go
to bed.
With my ears in the drawer, my
teeth in a cup,
My eyes on the table until I
wake up.
Ere sleep overtakes me I say to
myself,
“Is there anything else I could
lay on the shelf”.
When I was young my slippers
were red,
I could kick my heels right over
my head.
When I was older my slippers
were blue,
But still I could dance the
whole night through.
Now I old my slippers are
black,
I walk to the store and puff my
way back.
I get up each morning and dust
off my wits
And pick up the paper and
read the ‘orbits’,
If my name is still missing I
know I’m not dead
So I have a good breakfast and
go back to bed.

15

For the Attention of the Little Bytham Parish
Council

HOW TO SURVIVE A HEART ATTACK
ALONE (derived from an e-mail)
From F. Daniel Rochman MD
If everyone who gets this sends it
to 10 people, you can bet that we'll save
at least one life. Let's say it's 6:15 p.m.
and you're driving home (alone of
course), after an unusually hard day on
the job. You're really tired, upset and
frustrated.
Suddenly you start
experiencing severe pain in your chest
that starts to radiate out into your arm
and up into your jaw. You are only
about five miles from the hospital
nearest your home; unfortunately you
don't know if you'll be able to make it
that far.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
You've been trained in CPR but
the guy that taught the course
neglected to tell you how to perform it
on yourself. Since many people are
alone when they suffer a heart attack,
this article seemed to be in order.
Without help, the person whose
heart stops beating properly and who
begins to feel faint, has only about 10
seconds! left before losing
consciousness. However, these victims
can help themselves by coughing
repeatedly and very vigorously. A deep
breath should be taken before each
cough, and the cough must be deep
and prolonged, as when producing
sputum from deep inside the chest, and
a cough must be repeated about every
2 seconds without let up until help
arrives, or until the heart is felt to be
beating normally again.
Deep breaths get oxygen into the
lungs and coughing movements
squeeze the heart and keep the blood
circulating. The squeezing pressure on
the heart also helps it regain normal
rhythm.
In this way, heart attack
victims can get to a hospital.
Tell as many other people as
possible about this, it could save their
lives!
(Cleared with the Glenside
Practice)

Further to the report of the meeting held on
the 14/08/2003, we are concerned by the decision
not to relocate the 30mph signs so that they
would include St. Medards Close.
This development is part of the village and, as
such, its residents are entitled to the benefit of the
proper residential speed limit that is imposed on
the High Street. The reasons put forward for not
implementing this are unconvincing. The claim
in the recorded minutes is that there is 'no
significant increase in traffic and single access to
main road.' Recent measures introduced in many
diverse areas to regulate, or reduce traffic flow
are not an invariable response to a significant
increase in traffic; but are frequently a safety
measure to deal with the existing traffic. Our
contention is that this is the situation here, and
that the existing volume of traffic is sufficient to
warrant such a speed restriction.
The risk from vehicles speeding past St
Medards Close is exacerbated by the incline of
the road that leads from the village towards
Castle Bytham.
This leads to increased
acceleration at this point, which also presents a
noise problem, particularly when the vehicles are
unladen lorries.
Cars exiting from St. Medards Close have to
watch for these accelerating vehicles, while
looking to the traffic approaching the village.
Many motorists frequently maintain an
irresponsibly high speed until they actually reach
the 30mph restriction. This can make turning
right into St. Medards Close additionally
hazardous, as the incline partially obscures the
oncoming traffic.
This situation is both unpleasant and
dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists and if any
young children were in the area, then bicycling
would not be a safe option. The relocation of
these traffic signs would not be a major
enterprise, and we request that it be undertaken
to reduce the risk of accidents.
(Whilst the sentiments expressed in this letter from the
residents of St. Medards Close are very reasonable, they
should be directed at the County Council who, I believe,
turned down the Parish Council’s request for the 30 mph
limit to be extended. I think a similar request from Castle
Bytham Parish Council to amend the speed limit in
Holywell sometime ago was accepted. Ed
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