
I t may be a little late to wish you 
all a happy N ew Year but we do, 

nevertheless.  By the time this issue 
comes out we will be halfway to Easter 
and then we are into the summer—
although looking at the weather at the 
moment, wet and mild, you could be 
forgiven for thinking that summer was 
already here. 

The year finished with a bang .  
The children’s parties in both Bytham 
villages were a great success and I am 
sure thoroughly enjoyed by the kids.  
The Pensioner’s Party (sorry, Senior 
C itizen’s) in Castle Bytham was a 
wow!  It always is good but this year 
seemed even better than ever.  The 
entertainment was just what was 
wanted and the dancing - well when 
you see some of us walking round the 
village you wonder if we are going to 
make it and then there they are 
dancing like teenagers— but quicker 
and with more oomph and style. 

Rather than print letters from 
individuals thanking all those who 
worked so hard throughout the year 
and particularly on the days of the 
events, it seemed more appropriate to 
thank them here.  So we do.  To see 
all those smiling young faces looking 
after the children from 0 to 90 was a 
pleasure in itself - apart from the 
lovely food and entertainment..  Again 
many, many thanks from all of us who 
are young enough or old enough to 
enjoy it. 

 

O  n a more sombre note, the 
Parish Council elections are 

coming up in May when all residents in 
Little Bytham and Castle Bytham will 
have the opportunity not only of 

voting but also of standing for your 
respective council.  Interest seems to 
vary from election to election. For 
some you do not get enough 
candidates and you have to accept all 
those who are nominated whether you 
want them or not.  O ther times you 
get more candidates than there are 
places on the council and you get an 
opportunity to exercise your vote.  So 
this time let’s have a go.  There must 
be 1000 or more people in the two 
villages and if a couple of dozen of you 
put their names forward we can have a 
proper election.  Let’s try - but do not 
leave it to everybody else— put your 
own name forward or convince 
someone else  to stand.  Q uestion if 
yo u  d o  no t  ex er ci se  yo ur 
responsibility by standing or at least 
voting, do you have the right to 
criticise the Council for what they do 
or do not do? 

 
In the last issue there was a letter 

from two Castle Bytham residents 
asking if anyone would like to 
contribute to a gift for our recently 
retired postman, D avid Black.  £130 
was collected in response to this 
appeal but this is, I understand, in 
addition to other gifts given directly to 
him. 

 
Finally, there is an article later 

from W itham-on-the-H ill W .I. 
regarding a knitting project for the 
premature and stillborn baby unit at 
Peterborough Hospital.  From this and 
other items that often appear in the 
magazine it is nice to know that people 
still care. 
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The Revd Jo Saunders
01780 480479       revjosaunders@aol.com

Life in the Church never seems to stand still, and as soon as all the Christmas services 
are behind me, I have to start planning for Lent and Easter.  But it’s always good to look 
back on what has gone and to reflect on the events of 2006 and what we can learn from 
them.

For so many people, it was a year of relentless suffering; for the people of Iraq, the 
fear and deprivation they have known since the allied invasion put an end to the rule of 
Saddam Hussein  has  continued  unabated.  Without  clean  water,  power  and  medicines, 
their lives must be a continual struggle for survival, quite apart from the daily fear of 
violence.  In Afghanistan, the Taliban maintain their struggle for power and oppression.  In 
many parts of Africa, famine and drought are only a part of the people’s suffering; civil 
war and violence no longer make the headlines here, but still cause untold misery. 

In our churches we pray regularly for peace.  While we can’t put an end to violence by 
ourselves, we can support those who have to endure it by this regular and ceaseless cycle 
of prayer.  Many people, and most of our cathedrals, set mid-day aside as a time of prayer 
for world peace.  It’s a good discipline to pause for a moment at this time each day, and 
offer the victims of violence and the cause of peace to God in our hearts.

But there were many joys in 2006.  Our Candle Service and Midnight Mass were just 
two of them, where it was standing room only for many.  Because Little Bytham church is 
small, we will give some thought to rearranging and extending the seating for next year, 
so that you are not forced to stand four deep at the back again.  But what a delight it was 
to see those beautiful little angels, shepherds, wise men and the major characters.  Thank 
you, Judith and your helpers, Jonathan, Hillary and the musicians, for organising this once 
again and for bringing such pleasure to those who watched it.  And how lovely to see so 
many of my former SHS pupils at the various Christmas services! 

Thanks, too, to Angela and her Party Girls, and to Maureen and her helpers, who 
arranged the over-sixties lunch and the two children’s parties at Castle and Little Bytham. 
All  of  them  take  a  huge  amount  of  organisation,  and  do  so  much  to  build  up  our 
community.  They were lovely events, and we owe these community-minded people so 
much. 

So what will 2007 bring?  A Temple Safari, to start with!  On Saturday March 24th. we 
are  going to  Leicester  to  visit  a  Mosque,  a  Synagogue,  a Sikh  Gurdwara and a  Hindu 
Mandir, with lunch at an Indian restaurant.  Members of each place of worship will be 
there to explain their faith and to show us around.  I have been several times, and have 
always been overwhelmed by the warmth of the welcome and the genuine openness and 
friendship shown -  a small but significant contribution to mutual understanding and the 
quest for peace.  The coach will leave Castle Bytham at 9.00, returning at about 5.00, and 
the total cost is £15 (it may be less if we fill a few more seats.) It’s by no means confined 
to ‘church people’ – anyone and everyone is welcome.  If you would like to come, please 
phone or email me to book a seat. 

You may remember that last year I asked if there was anyone interested in forming a 
choir to sing at major festivals.  I had only two offers at the time, but since then one or 
two more have mentioned it.  I wonder whether there may be a few more still, who would 
be willing to come along with a view to singing at Easter – or even to sing at the monthly 
Communion at Castle Bytham?  No auditions, no need to sight-read music, no forcible 
attendance at other services … so how about it?  Young and old will be very welcome 
indeed.

We have a number of toys to amuse smaller children at our family services in Careby 
and Castle Bytham, but could do with lots more.  If your children or grand-children have 
grown out of toys or books, and you could spare them, we should be delighted to receive 
any offerings (though preferably not very noisy ones, or those needing batteries.)  If you 
would like me to fetch them, please let me know.

It has been our practice during Lent to have a Communion service on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.00, These will begin on Ash Wednesday – details on the list of services. 

Our Evensongs at Little Bytham have a discussion in the ‘sermon-slot’ and we shall be 
following  the  Radio  Lincoln  Lent  Course  which  focuses  on  the  environment.   All  are 
welcome, either to take part or just to listen.

I wish you all a peaceful and happy 2007, and leave you with some words which I was 
asked to read recently at a service.

I said to the man 
Who stood at the gate of the year, 



“Give me a light, that I may tread safely 
into the unknown.”

And he replied, 
“Go out into the darkness 

and put your hand into the hand of God 
That shall be to you 
Better than the light 

And safer than a known way!”
So I went forth 

And finding the hand of God 
Trod gladly into the light.

With every good wish

Jo



CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 
(* including Careby cleaning rota) 

Sunday CASTLE BYTHAM LITTLE BYTHAM CAREBY* CREETON 

February 4th Mrs S. G rayson Judy Turner Mrs O . Theobald Anne Garbutt 

February 11th Mrs W . Lovell Judy Turner Mrs O . Theobald Anne Garbutt 

February 18th Mrs W . Lovell Maureen W ard Mrs O . Theobald Anne Garbutt 

February 25th LEN T 

        C HU RC H  IN FO RMATIO N   SERVICES IN  FEBRUARY 
 C ASTLE BYTHA M  LITTLE BYTH AM  C AREBY  C REETON  

Sunday 4th 
3rd before Lent 

 9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 6.00pm 
Compline 

W ednesday 7th 10.00am 
Morning Prayer 

   

Sunday 11th 
2nd before Lent 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 11.00am 
Family Service 

 

W ednesday 14th 10.00am 
Morning Prayer 

   

Sunday 18th 
Last before Lent 

 6.00pm 
Evensong 

9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 

W ednesday 21st 
Ash Wednesday 

10.00am 
Morning Prayer 

7.00pm 
Holy C ommunion 

for  
A sh W ednesday 

   

Sunday 25th 
Lent 1 

11.00am 
Family Service 

  9.00am 
Holy Communion 

W ednesday 28th 10.00 
Morning Prayer 

7.00pm 
Holy C ommunion 

  

Sunday March 4th 
Lent 2 

 9.00am 
Holy Communion 

 6.00pm 
Compline 

 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like………………..? 

A Celebration of Parish Ministry 
May 12th 2007 at 10:30am 

Lincoln Cathedral 
 

A date for your diary 
 

All are welcome to attend this celebration of  
Parish Ministry 

 
Further information will follow shortly 

‘TEMPLE SA FA RI’ 
O n Saturday March  24th we are going to visit : 

 A Mosque 
 A Hindu Mandir 
 A Sikh Gurdwara 
 A Synagogue 

 
 And have lunch at an Indian restaurant 

Travel by coach from C astle Bytham, leaving at 9.00 and 
returning at 5.00. 
C ost will depend on numbers, but will be about £12,/£15 which 
includes lunch. 
Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to 
come.  Jo Saunders  01780 480479  revjosaunders@ aol.com 



Taekwondo - Mon d a y even in gs  in  CB VH 
6 .1 5 p m  to 7 .4 5 p m  D eta ils  r in g 4 1 0 1 8 9  

Badm int on  – Mon d a y even in gs  in  CB VH– 
8 p m —1 0 p m D eta ils  4 1 0 4 4 1  or  4 1 0 23 5 

* Guides  Meet ing – Every Mon d a y 7  – 8.3 0 p m  
LB VH 

Bowls  Tu es d a ys  in  C BVH   7 .3 0 p m  
* Water Colour Clas ses Wed n esd a ys  (d u r in g 

t e rm  t im e) in  LB VH 1 0  a m  to 1 p m . 
* Brownies  Wed n es d a y from  6 .1 5 . t o 7 .4 5 p m 
Keep Fit  Clas ses Wed n es d a ys  in  CB VH  a t  7  

p m .   D et a ils  r in g 0 1 7 7 8 4 2 5 3 9 2  or 
0 1 4 7 6  8 6 1 6 8 3 

* Rainbow Guides  Th u rs d a ys  5  p m  to  6  p m  in  
LB VH . 

Coffee Morning – 1 s t .  Th u r s d a y ever y m on th  
in  LBVH —1 0.3 0 a m  t o n oon  

Dart s  Match  in  S p rox ton  Lea gu e in  Fox & 
H ou n d s  C a s t le  B . a lt ern a t e  Th u rs d a ys  

Parent  and Toddlers  Fr id a ys  1 0 .3 0  a m  to 
n oon  in  CB VH  – r in g Alis on  4 1 04 8 0  

Day Nursery Mon d a y to Fr id a y - p re -s ch ool 
ca re  0  t o 5  yea r s .  D et a ils  4 1 0 0 5 5 

Bytham s Aft er School Club Mon d a y to  Fr id a y 
Pr im a ry S ch ool C a re  & H olid a y C over .  
D e t a ils  4 1 0 0 5 5 

(*In  t e rm  t im e) 

FEBRUA RY EVENTS  
Saturday 3rd  Little Red Puppet Show in CBVH  
                                                           (page 6) 
Saturday 3rd  Spinney W orking Party (page 10) 
Sunday 4th     Entertainment evening in Castle Inn 

                                     (page 7) 
Friday 9th      Valentine D isco in CBVH (page 7) 
Saturday 10th Rock & Pop N ight in CBVH (page 6) 
Saturday 10th Spinney W orking Party (page 10) 
Sunday 11th   Q uiz N ight in Fox & Hounds (page 7) 
Saturday 24th Jumble Sale in CBVH (page 10) 

DIARYDIARYDIARY   
(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)  (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
March 3rd.     C areby Cheese and W ine (page 7) 
March 3rd      Spinney W orking Party (page 10) 
March 17th    Spinney W orking Party (page 10) 
March 24th    C hurch Safari to Leicester (page 3) 
March 31st    Prize Bingo in CBVH (page 7) 
March 31st    Spinney W orking Party (page 10) 
April 29th      Evening of Fine Music in Careby Church   

                             (page 7) 
May 12th       C elebration of Parish Ministry in Lincoln 

Cathedral (page 3) 
June 17th       Little Bytham Summer Fete 
June 24th       C astle Bytham Midsummer Fair 

TEMPERATURE (H.G.B.) 
November 
Night-time 
Lowest minimum:  -3° on the 3rd. 4th, 8th & 10th 
Highest minimum:   9° on the 5th, 16th & 25th 
Daytime 
Lowest maximum:   7° on the 2nd, 18th & 19th. 
Highest maximum:  14° on the 15th. 
 
December 
Night-time 
Lowest minimum:    -4° on the 20th 
Highest minimum:   10° on the 11th & 14th. 
Daytime 
Lowest maximum:    2° on the 21st 
Highest maximum:   12° on the 4th & 14th. 

WEATHER REPORT—NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
RAINFALL (T.R.R.) 

             

           

              

              

             

             

           

          

             

               

                

             

                

            

          

            

               

              

                 

               



Thank you from Kath Broadbent of CB 
I wou ld  lik e to th a n k  everyon e for 

t h e ir  k in d n e s s ,  g e n e r o s it y  a n d  
t h o u gh t fu ln e s s  a ft e r  m y r e c en t 
b u rgla ry.  

I h a ve n ow tr ied  to  p u t th e wh ole  
ep isod e b eh in d m e a n d  try to forget 
th is  d rea d fu l n igh t.  Th e ca re a n d 
con cern  sh own  b y fr ien d s , n eigh b ou rs , 
villa gers  a n d  even  tota l s tra n gers  h a s 
b een  overwh elm in g an d  I ca n n ot b egin  
to th a n k  a ll of you  en ou gh  for  h elp in g 
m e th rou gh  th is  d ifficu lt t im e.  I h op e 
th a t  even tu a lly  th es e  p eop le  a r e 
b rou gh t to ju s tice for  th eir  cr im es .   

With  a ll m y rega rd s ,  
Ka th  Broa d b en t. 

Letter to the Editor 

On Saturday, 3rd 
February in Castle 

Bytham Village Hall at 3.00pm.  Tickets £4 
each from castle Bytham Stores or phone 
01780 410421 

WELCOME: t o Rick  a n d  Den is e St even s  
wh o wit h  t h eir  d a u gh ter  Da is y ,  s on  Lou is  
a n d  d og Ru fu s  h a ve com e t o live on  
St a t ion  Roa d , Lit t le Byt h a m  
t o Glen  a n d  J u lie Sh a r p  wh o,  wit h  Beck  
a n d  Sa m ,  h a ve m oved  from  O a kh a m  to  
Glen  Roa d , Ca s t le Byt h a m . 
To Soph ie a n d  Neil Revell, t h eir  ch ild ren  
Corey a n d  Th ea ,  t oget h er  wit h  Soph ie 's  
m ot h er  J a n  Revell, wh o h a ve m oved  in t o 
Ma lla rd  Hou s e, Lit t le Byth a m .   
An d  t o J ill a n d  Ton y Ca r t er  t oget h er  wit h  
Mrs  Ca r t er  (s en ior ), wh o h a ve m oved  in t o 
St a t ion  Roa d , Lit t le Byt h a m   

LIVING WILL 
La s t  n igh t , m y wife a n d  I were s it t in g in  th e 
livin g room  ta lk in g a b ou t  m a n y th in gs . 
Th e id ea  of a  livin g will ca m e u p  a n d  I s a id  to 
h er ,   I n ever  wa n t to live in  a  vegeta t ive s t a te, 
d ep en d en t on  s om e m a ch in e a n d flu id s  from  a 
b ot t le…If I ever  com e to th a t  -  ju s t  p u ll t h e 
p lu g.  
S o s h e got  u p, u n p lu gged  th e TV a n d  th en  
th rew ou t  m y b eer . 



Prize Bingo in aid of Senior Citizens Christmas 
lunch  

There will be a prize bingo on Saturday 31st 
March at 7.30pm in aid of Castle Bytham Senior 
Citizens Christmas lunch to make a donation or to 
donate a prize please call Angela on 410629 or 
410153, Everyone welcome. 

Sunda y  A pr il  29 t h 2007 
A n Evening  of  Fine Mus ic  in Ca r eby 

Chur ch f ea t ur ing  Oa k ha m School  Big  
Ba nd  

Oa k ha m School  Cha mber  Cho ir   
(Fina l is t s  in BBC Ra dio  3 Choir  of  t he 

Yea r ) 
Limit ed a va il a bil it y  

Tick et s  £10 t o  inc l ude s upper  f r om  
Ma r y  Hoy l e  01780 410305 

Spring is in the 
Air 

So do join us for at 
H a tch er s  B a r n , C a r eby  

(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Cooper-Jones) 

Cheese & Wine 

Saturday 3rd March 
7.30pm 

Tickets £8 
From:- Sarah-Cooper Jones 411291, Marjorie 
Bradshaw 410718. Margaret Creasey 410324, 
Peggy Greaves 410295, Mary Hoyle 410305 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Lincs CC have written to say that the B1176 will be 
closed to through traffic from CAREBY to 
AUNBY FORD  From Monday 19th Feb 
for approximately 5 weeks to allow 
essential maintenance to take place. 
The ‘official’ diversion route envisages 
using the A6121 through Ryhall and Carlby. 
The contact at Lincs CC is Will Suttill on 
01572 782070 
If I can be of help please call Andrew Hoyle 
(Chairman Careby Parish Meeting) on 
01780 410305 

The Friends of the Bythams School  
are organising a  

Valentine Disco 
 for any primary school children in the area 

It will be held at Castle Bytham Village hall on 
9th February - 6.30pm until 

8.00pm. 
Entrance is £2.00 which includes drinks for the 

night.  Snacks will be available to purchase 
during the evening. Contact details for the 

event are Jane King 01780 410575.  

 
THE CASTLE INN ENTERTAINMENTS 
STARTING SUNDAY 4 TH FEBRUARY 
Th e Ca s t le  In n  is  la u n ch in g a n  

En t er t a in m en t s  even in g on  S u n d a y Nigh t s  
s t a r t in g from  Su n d a y 4 t h  Feb ru a ry.  Th e  
fir s t  a ct  is  ou r  very own  Ch a r lot t e  
(p reviou s ly k n own  a s  Ch a r le y T) wh o h a s  
b een  p er s u a d ed  t o com e ou t  of s in gin g 
ret ir em en t  (er  n o p res s u re!) on e  la s t  t im e 
t o en t er t a in  u s  a ll  wit h  h er  voca l a b ilit y.   
We a ls o h a ve lin ed  u p  a  live a cou s t ic  s et  
wit h  a  loca l gu it a r  gen iu s .  It  will a lm os t  
cer t a in ly b e a  fu n  filled  a n d  h igh ly 
en t er t a in in g even in g.   So  d o com e a n d  join  
u s .  

La t er  d a tes  for  en t er t a in m en t s  in clu d e 
ja zz, b lu es ,  rock ,  k a reok e,  p op  a n d  m od ern  
cla s s ics  a n d  qu iz n igh t s  with  p r izes .   So  
wa t ch  th is  s p a ce  a n d  get  r ea d y t o en d  you r  
week en d s  wit h  s om et h in g a  lit t le  d ifferen t .   

FOX & HOUNDS PUB QUIZ 
Th e qu iz on  4 t h  J a n u a ry wa s  a ga in  

well a t t en d ed  b y n o fewer  t h a n  eigh t  
t ea m s , on e of wh ich  c a m e a ll t h e wa y from  
Ca r lb y.  Th ere were s om e ‘wa t ch er s ’ a s  
well. 

Th e n ext  qu iz will  b e on  S u n d a y 1 1 t h  
F eb ru a ry a t  8 .3 0  p m  



Look in g At  Na tu re is  th e t it le  of m y 
occa s ion a l a r t icle in  ‘Glen s ide News ’.   I a m  
n ot  a n  exper t  in  th is  field ; n eith er  do I h a ve 
a n y of t h e qu a lifica t ion s  t h a t  perh a ps  I 
s h ou ld  t o wr it e on  th e su b ject .  Bu t  en joyin g 
th e n a tu ra l wor ld  is  n ot a bou t  bein g clever  or 
qu a lified , it  is  s om eth in g m u ch  m ore 
im port a n t , it  is  a bou t  bein g a live, feelin g pa r t  
of t h e n a t u ra l wor ld  a n d  s eein g for you rs elf 
ou r  fa s cin a t in g wild life.  

Recen t ly I h a ve been  record in g a n y 
wild life I see a n d  s en din g m y obs erva t ion s  t o 
Th e Lin coln s h ire Wild life News  Bu llet in .  Th is  
is  a  p a r t  of th e  Lin coln s h ire Na tu ra lis t s  
Un ion , I qu ot e from  th e Bu llet in  “Th e pu rpos e 
of t h e Bu llet in  is  to en cou ra ge b iologica l 
record in g in  Lin coln s h ire,  u s in g in form a t ion  
a n d  com m u n ica t ion  t ech n ology” 

Every week  th is  in form a t ion  goes  ou t  to  
670  em a il a d dres s es  a cros s  Lin coln s h ire t h e  
recip ien t s  a re th e recorders  th em s elves  a n d  
rea ders  wh o  a re  in teres t ed  in  wild life; th e  
in form a t ion  collect ed  h elps  t o see h ow ou r 
wild life is  get t in g a lon g.   En glis h  Na t u re,  Th e  
Lin coln s h ire Wild life Tru s t  a n d  loc a l 
a u th or it ies  a ll u s e it  t o h elp  wit h  
con s erva t ion , s o if you  t a ke pa r t  you  a re  
a ctu a lly h elp in g wild life you rs elf.  

It  is  n ot  on ly b ird s  or  m a m m a ls  th a t  a re  
recorded  bu t  a ls o bu t t er flies , m oth s , r ep t iles , 
in s ect s  a n d  s p iders  t o n a m e a  few, in  fa ct  a n y 
wild life.  Wild life r ecorders  a re  a lwa ys  n eeded  
a n d  you  do n ot  h a ve to  be a n  exper t  a s  
begin n ers  a re very welcom e.  If you  wou ld  like 
to receive th e repor t  ea ch  week  or  becom e a  
recorder  p lea s e em a il Roger  Pa rs on s  a t  
rpa r s on s @en terpr is e.n et   You  a re n ot  
expected  t o s en d  in  repor t s  week ly (a lth ou gh  

t h a t  is  welcom e) ju s t  wh en ever  you  h a ve  th e  
t im e. 

If you  a re in t eres ted  in  wild life th en  I ca n  
recom m en d  th e Bu llet in  even  ju s t  t o rea d  a s  I 
t h in k  you  will be s u rp r is ed  a t  s om e of th e 
s igh t in gs  r igh t  h ere in  Lin coln s h ire.  Recen tly 
a  Sperm  Wh a le wa s  bea ch ed  on  th e  
Lin coln s h ire coa s t  a n d  I lea rn ed  a bou t  t h is  
from  th e bu llet in  a n d  n ot  from  th e  TV n ews ,  
every week  t h ere is  s om eth in g u n u s u a l or 
ext rem ely ra re repor t ed  th a t  you  wou ld  n ot  
u s u a lly h ea r  a bou t .  So if you  a re in to wild life  
I ca n n ot  recom m en d it  en ou gh !  I m u st  s a y 
t h a n k  you  t o Ba r r ie Hu n t  of Ca s t le Byt h a m  
for  s h owin g m e th is  in  t h e  firs t  p la ce,  it  h a s  
a dded  a  n ew d im en s ion  for  m e in  ‘Look in g At  
Na t u re’ a n d  I h ope it  ca n  for  you  too.  

I a m  t ryin g t o ch eck  ou t  loca l Hou s e 
Spa rrow popu la t ion s , we h a ve qu it e a  th r ivin g 
com m u n it y in  ou r  s t reet  a lon g with  a  pa ir  of 
s pa rrowh a wks , s o I th in k  ou r  ba la n ce is  
a bou t  r igh t ,   We  h a ve s evera l n es t boxes  u p  
a lon g with  a  few m is s in g t iles  on  s om e h ou s es  
s o n es t  s it es  a re n ot  a  p rob lem  a n d  a lon g with  
m ys elf m a n y o f m y n eigh bou rs  feed  th e  b irds  
regu la r ly bu t  we s eem  t o be  bu ck in g a  
n a t ion a l t ren d  h ere with  repor t s  of dwin d lin g 
h ou s e s pa r row n u m bers , s o if you  h a ve th e  
t im e I wou ld  a pp recia te a n y in form a t ion  you  
ca n  s u pp ly on  h ou s e s pa rrows  on  you r  
p roper ty or  in  you r  n eigh bou rh ood .  

P l e a s e  e m a i l  m e  a t  d a v i d .
cla rke27@n t lwor ld .com  or  if you  do n ot  h a ve  
a  com pu t er  m y ph on e n u m ber  is  01476-
419202 .  If I a m  ou t  p lea s e lea ve a  m es s a ge 
a n d  I will ph on e you  ba ck .   

An y in form a t ion  will be a pp recia t ed  a n d  
loca t ion s  t rea t ed  in  con fiden ce. Th a n k  You .  

LOOKING AT NATURE    B y  Da vid  Cla rk e. 

WI KNITTING FOR PREMATURE BABIES 
With a m -on -th e-Hill WI h ave so fa r  h an ded  over  113  item s of k n it tin g for  p rem a tu re an d 

s t illb orn  ba bies  to Peterb orou gh  Ma tern ity Un it, with  lots  m ore eith er  com pleted or  in  th e pipeline .  
Th e kn itt in g ha s  been  don e by WI m em bers , th e  WI cr a ft grou p , fr ien ds  a n d  rela tion s .  Oth er 
kn it tin g an d  croch et grou p s locally h ave a lso very k in d ly given  d on a tion s . 

Th e tin y kn itted  h a ts  an d ca rdigan s a re n eeded  by th e Midwives  a nd  NICU (Neon a tal In ten s ive 
Ca re Un it) s ta ff, to wa rm  up  p rem a tu re  b a bies  wh ose pa ren ts  are  ca ugh t ou t with  n o ba by cloth es  
sm a ll en ou gh  wh en  goin g in to p r em a tu re lab ou r .  These  item s  a re  a lso n eeded  for  fu ll term  n ew 
born  s ize  b a bies , wh o a re cold a t b ir th  an d n eed wa rm in g qu ickly.  Kn itted an d croch eted  s t illb orn  
sn u ggle  wraps  h a ve also been  given  to th e PMU, wh ich  m id wives  u se  wh en  p aren ts  h a ve a  la s t 
cu dd le  an d  their  ph otogra ph  ta ken  with  the  b ab y, provid in g a  keepsa ke with  th e ba bies  ha nd  a n d 
foot p r in ts . 

More kn itt in g is  s t ill bein g done b y With am -on -th e-Hill WI a nd  frien d s in  th is  on goin g 
com m u n ity p roject. 



PAST TIMES 
                                   By Judith Stafford 

A grea t p la ce to vis it is  th e m u seu m  a t  
Oa kh a m  a n d  the little da rk  corn er  dep ictin g 
pa st yea rs  h a s  a lwa ys been  m y fa vou r ite a rea .  
Th e low ceilin g bla cken ed  with  a ge, th e 
h om em a de ra g ru g, th e wa rped  old  pa r lou r 
ch a ir s , th e scru bbed  p ine ta b le a n d th e h u ge 
b la ck  ra n ge are of a  differen t a ge to ou r  
m odern  h om es.  No PCs , VCRs, DVDs, TVs,  
ITs, IPODs, MPs, la p t ops, d igita l ra d ios  or  
m icrowa ves, toda y’s  you n gs ters m igh t con sid er  
th e pa st du ll a n d  so la ck in g in  m odern  
deligh ts .  It  wa s la ck in g, bu t  I r em em ber  th ose 
da ys wh en  th e old  ra n ge ga ve off com for tin g 
wa rm th  a t th e en d  of a  tir in g da y. (n o ca r s) 

Hea vy b lin ds, left from  wa r tim e da ys , sh u t  
u s  in  a s  we sa t  in  ou r  fa vou r ite wooden  ch a ir s 
in  a  va gu e sem i-circle rou n d  th e fire lis ten in g 
to th e old  ba kelite ra dio.  Th e fresh ly scru bbed 
ta b le p roba b ly m ean t Moth er  h a d  rolled  pa stry 
on  it  a n d  h a d  a n  a pp le p ie in  th e s id e oven .  
Th e old  ra n ge wa s th e cen tre of ou r  life, p r ide 
of p la ce a n d  Moth er  b la cken ed  it religiou sly 
every week .  It  wa s decora ted  with  h olly a bove 
th e m a n tel for  Xm a s a n d  we ch ild ren  h u n g ou r  
fou r  sm a ll m esh  stock in gs in  a  row rea dy for 
Fa th er  Ch r is tm a s to fill.   

Th e m u seu m  m a kes on e very n osta lgic 
a n d  in  som e a rea s  I’ve res is ted  m ovin g on .  
Th e b rown  ea r th en wa re pots  a re still th e best 
for  p ick lin g on ion s in  a n d m y m odern  
Ken wood  m ixer  p lu s  a t ta ch m en ts  ca n n ot  
m in ce m ea t a n yth in g like m y old  Victor ia n  
m ixer  screwed  to th e k itch en  ta b le. 

Th ere a re h u ge wooden  ca r ts  a n d  
th resh in g m a ch in es  etc in  th e m u seu m  
cou r tya rd  rem in din g me of a n  in ciden t in  m y 
you th .  As a  ch ild  a n d  a lwa ys h orse m a d , I 
la tch ed  on  to ou r  Co-op  m ilkm a n  p lu s  h orse 
a n d  ca r t a s  h e d id  h is  rou n ds.  For  severa l 
yea rs  I wou ld  seek  h im  ou t, h elp  with  th e 
deliveries  a n d , a s  a  sp ecia l rewa rd , h e wou ld  
let m e d r ive th e ca r t a  little wa y.  Th e very la s t 
Ch r is tm a s  I wen t with  h im  h e wa s  offered  a  
gla ss  of sh er ry a t n ea r ly every h ou se.  His  b lue 
eyes  grew ever  redder  a n d fin ally he clim bed 
u p  beh ind  th e d r ivers  wooden  sea t a n d  
colla psed  in  a  deep  s leep .  So it  wa s a t  12  
yea rs  of a ge I d rove h orse, ca r t  a n d  dea d  to th e 
wor ld  m ilkm a n  from  th e n or th  s ide of 
Nor th a m pton  to th e Co-op  da iry a bou t  fou r  
m iles  a wa y.  I on ly pa n icked  goin g down h ill 
towa rd s th e tra ffic ligh ts  a s m y sm a ll h a n ds 
tr ied  despera tely to h ea ve u p  th e h u ge s teel 
h a n d  b ra ke to s low down  th e ca r t.  We got  
th ere sa fely m u ch  to th e a m a zem en t of th e 
da iry em ployees wh o m a de a  s tory to ta lk  
a bou t for  m a n y a  yea r  to com e! 

So a  lot of tim e is  spen t by u s  elders  
com pa r in g pa st  da ys a n d  th e ru sh in g pa ce of 
p resen t tim es.  We soon  rea lize………th ere is 
n o com pa r is on ………………….or  tu rn in g ba ck . 

ANYTHING GOES. 
Th e An n u a l Ch r is tm a s  d in n er  wa s  h eld  

a t  Greet h a m  Va lley Golf Clu b  a n d  t wen ty 
m em b ers  a n d  gu es t s  en joyed  a  very good  
d in n er .  

On  Dec  9 t h  we  h a d  “Th e Nigh t  of 1 0 0  
Cu lin a ry Tip s ” p res en t ed  b y Ga r ry 
J a m is on .  Th is  w a s  a  very en ter t a in in g 
even in g a t t en d ed  b y over  3 0 .  We on ly got  
th rou gh  5 0  t ip s  s o we a re a ll ea ger ly 
a wa it in g t h e  s econ d  in s t a lm en t  to b e  h eld  
la t er  in  th e yea r .  On e t ip  I h a ve fou n d 
s a ves  a  lot  of wa lk in g is  t o t a k e t h e  
s a u cep a n  or  b owl t o t h e food  n ot  k eep  
goin g b a ck wa rd s  a n d  forwa rd s  a n d  a n oth er  
good  on e for  cr is p y b a con  is  t o  p u t  a  m eta l 
p la t e  on  top  of th e b a con  in  th e fr yin g p a n  
with  a  weigh t  on  it  a n d  t h is  k ee p s  t h e  
b a con  fla t .  We were a ls o s h own  h ow t o  
m a k e a  r ea lly good  p izza , a n d  en joyed  
th es e with  excellen t  ch ees es  a n d  s u p er 
win e for  s u p p er .  Th a n k  you  Ga r ry for  a  
lovely even in g.  

Th e m em b ers  m eet in g will b e on  2 5 t h  
J a n  wh en  we h a ve a  good  get  t ogeth er  a n d  
p eop le volu n t eer  t o p u t  on  even t s  of t h eir  
ch oice, t h is  is  h ow we get  s u ch  a  va r ied  
p rogra m m e t o s u it  a ll t a s t es  a n d  p ock et s  
a n d  m a k es  it  s u ch  a  fr ien d ly b a n d   th a t  is  
con s ta n t ly in crea s in g in  n u m b ers . We n ow  
h a ve m en  wh o wa n t  t o join  s o - An yth in g 
Goes ,  

Th e even in g a t  Th e  Olive Br a n ch  on  
Feb  2 n d is  n ow fu ll.  

On  Ma rch  th e 9 th  J ea n  Ma rs h a ll is  
rep ea t in g h er  s u cces s fu l “Cra ft y” even in g 
in  Ca s t le  Byth a m  Villa ge Ha ll.  An yon e  
wis h in g t o go s h ou ld  con t a ct  J ea n  on  
0 1 7 8 0  4 1 0 4 6 7  m em b ers  £ 3  a n d  vis it or s  £ 5  
p lu s  a  p la t e of s a vou r ies  or  a  b ot t le  of win e.  

Plea s e n ote t h e  ch a n ge o f d a t e for  “Th e  
Fren ch  Even in g” to Sa tu rd a y Ma rch  1 7 t h .  
Mu r iel Cook e is  orga n is in g t h is  with  food  
a n d  win e  from  F ra n ce,  h er  Tel n u m b er  
0 1 7 8 0  4 1 0 5 0 2 . Mem b ers  £ 1 5  a n d  Vis it or s  
£ 1 7  a ll in clu s ive.   La s t  yea r  t h is  wa s  
fa n t a s t ic  even in g.  

An yon e wis h in g to join  p lea s e con t a ct 
Pa t  Bowles  0 1 7 8 0  4 1 0 9 0 8  or  Su e Hor t on  
0 1 7 8 0  4 1 0 6 6 6 .   Th e  s u b s cr ip t ion  is  £ 1 0  
a n d  t h ere a re on ly two ru les  1 ). You  en joy 
you rs elf 2 ) No on e is  left  on  t h eir  own .  



2006 ended on a high note for the Spinney and 2007 
has started equally well. 

During 2006, we were successful in applying for 
£7,000 from the Waste Recycling Environmental Network 
(WREN) which operates out of the land-fill scheme at 
Colsterworth. The £7,000 will be used to improve the play 
provision for the under 5s and consultation is underway with 
the Bythams School, the local  Mums and Tots and 
Playgroups to find out what they think should be put on site. 
We plan to have this all in place for early summer. 

However, as part of this award, we also needed to raise 
what is called a Third Party Payment and I am delighted to 
say that following a series of meetings with Careby, Aunby 
and Holywell Parish Meeting and the Parish Councils of 
Castle Bytham and Little Bytham, all three agreed to help 
with some funding towards this cost.  

So,  a very big thank you to all the local Councils for 
their help and assistance. We really do appreciate it! 

But on top of this, Lincolnshire County Council also 
agreed to pay a grant towards the third party payment. So, 
while we wish to give thanks to the County  Council for its 
contribution, it means that the support given by our local 
Parish Councils can be used for other purposes.  

The BWT was also successful in obtaining £1,000 from 
The Woodland Trust, a national woodland organisation, that 
just happens to be based in Grantham. We have used this 

grant to purchase a metal storage container, currently 
coloured blue, but soon to be camouflaged to blend in with 
the natural environment. 

We are very grateful to Guy and John Turner who 
installed the container just before Christmas. We would also 
like to say a big thank you to the Creeton Quarry who 
donated the hardcore on which the container now rests. 
Without the support of individuals and local businesses, a 
project like the Spinney, which is there for all of us to enjoy, 
simply would not happen. 

Our first working week-end of 2007 started on Saturday 
January 13th and a group of some twenty adult and young 
volunteers spent an enjoyable afternoon planting 200 new 
hedge plants. We will be planting the next 200 during the 
coming week-ends. 

The BWT has a regular weekend working session at the 
Spinney to which all are invited, young and old. Managing a 
wild woodland takes a lot of time, especially when the recent 
high winds have blown down some of the older trees, so all 
help is welcomed for whenever you can make it. 

The dates of our sessions leading up to April are: 
Saturday February 3rd, February 10th,  March 3rd, March 

17th, March 31st. 
For further details contact: Judith Smith (410420), 

Patrick Candler (410435), John Turner (41055), Sam Adams 
(410623). 

Patrick Candler 
Chairman, Bythams Woodland Trust 

Bythams Woodland Trust 

 
 

  THE BYTHAMS WOODLAND TRUST – THE SPINNEY 

CASTLE BYTHAM P.C.C. ‘100 CLUB’ DRAW 
For December 2006                 January 2007 
11 Mr A. Robins                66  Mr M. Wood 
 5     Mr & Mrs R. Creasey     89  Mr J. Gascoyne 
81 Mrs  J. Dooley              24  Mr G. Hix 
100 Mrs L. Green                93  Mr P. Hamblin 
 
Many thanks to all who support the ‘100 Club’.  
We still have a few numbers to sell - only £1 per 
month and a draw each month.  Please contact 
Sheila Robinson on 410322 

CASTLE BYTHAM JUMBLE SALE 
Ou r  fir s t  J u m ble Sa le of 2 00 7  will b e 

on  Saturday, 24th  February  in  the village  
h a ll.  Doors  will open  a t  1 .3 0  p m  a n d  
refres h m en t s  will be  on  s a le.  

All b r ic à  b ra c, s pa re or  u n wa n t e d  
Ch r is tm a s  gift s , books  or  a n yt h in g els e 
s u it a b le for  s ellin g (bu t  n ot  elect r ica l 
good s ) will be m os t  welcom e.  Th ey ca n  be  
b rou gh t  t o t h e  h a ll on  Fr ida y 23 rd  bet ween  
7p m  a n d  9 pm  or , if n eces s a ry, ca n  be  
collected .  If you  n eed  t h is ,  p lea s e  r in g An n  
Bu r rows  on  41 0 537 .  Don a t ion s  will,  of 
cou rs e, a ls o be m os t  welcom e. 

Ma n y t h a n ks .  

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS BINGO 
Ma n y t h a n ks  t o a ll wh o ca m e a n d  

s u ppor t ed  t h e b in go or  ga ve  p r izes  or  
don a t ion s  in  a id  of t h is  very wor t h y 
ch a r it y.  Alt oget h er  we ra is ed  £113 0  p lu s  
a n ot h er  £90  from  t h e s a le of s t a r s .  Ma n y,  
m a n y t h a n ks .  



         Happy New Year 
to you all!  Christmas 
seems to have been 
and gone a long time 
now and those bright 
lights and Christmas 
trees a dull blur, but it 

would not be fair to talk about what 2007 
brings without at least mentioning the 
Christmas activities of the school.  

To sum up, it was busy!  The children 
were involved in carol services both at school 
and in the community, singing carols from a 
range of different countries; there was a 
nativity play from the younger members of 
the school all about an inn called the ‘Camels 
Arms’; there were visits from Father 
Christmas and visits to see Aladdin in 
Nottingham – in fact there was so much to do 
it took the activities well into the middle of 
January!  

There was an environmental angle to 
Christmas too, with every child at the school 
planting a Christmas tree to take home and 
tend for in their own homes in the hope that 
in a few years they can put some lights on 
that very same tree and call it their own.  Our 
thanks go to Rasell’s Nursery for supplying so 
many young trees ready to plant. 

Academically the successes at the school 
definitely need highlighting; 13 children were 
entered by their parents for the 11+ in 
September, of these 11 passed, and have 
been able to select which Grammar School 
they would like their child to attend. 
Placements will be known later in the spring – 
good luck to all concerned. 

There are new children joining the school 
in January, they are the first of many 
throughout the year with an intake at Easter 

and again in September. The numbers that 
have selected the Bythams as their first choice 
for a place in Reception in September are 
anticipated to be over our published 
admissions number of 12 such that we may 
have to take up special measures to make 
sure that everyone gets a place. 

On Friday 5th January Anita Fountain, from 
Cummins Generator Technologies (Newages), 
came to school to hand over a cheque for 
£500.  This is a community grant for use in 
the Foundation Stage of the school.  New 
equipment will be purchased which will 
enhance play facilities for the children. 

On the sporting front, the school has 
achieved many successes in the past 
academic year, notably winning the Stamford 
and District rounders tournament and 
remaining unbeaten in the football league – 
which, for a small school, is a remarkable 
achievement.  Currently, the netball team is at 
the top of the league and the football team 
are preparing for their forthcoming league 
campaign. In addition, the school will be 
entering teams in cross-country and other 
athletics events, tag-rugby festivals, cricket 
tournaments and dance festivals.  

It looks like 2007 is going to be another 
busy and challenging year! The Spinney will 
be used increasingly as an outdoor teaching 
resource, the winter programme continues 
with new trees and shrubs going in and 
looking after the ‘old’, volunteers are always 
welcomed!  

Of course it does not need mentioning 
but without the children and all the support 
from the community and staff none of this 
would be happening – long may it continue! 

Niamh Tye  (Parent Governor) 

 

THE TALE OF CHRISTMAS PAST AND PRESENT AT THE BYTHAMS 

The Bythams Primary School now has hot 
meals – supplied by Rumble Busters.  We 
need a food server during lunchtimes (term-
time only).  Are you interested in earning a 
little extra cash whilst helping children to 
learn to eat good food instead of junk?  
Please contact Helen Lockham (Headteacher) in the first instance: 01780 410275 

 


