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Lock your doors!!

I am sure that you aware that
we have had a spate of
burglaries in these villages in the last
few months; indeed, in one night there
were five attempts to break into
peoples’ houses in Castle Bytham.
This follows the recent break in when
the lady occupier was restrained while
the robbers took their booty and two
distraction’ burglaries. These latter
events targeted some of the more
vulnerable amongst us which, makes it
even more concerning.

Because of this, the Parish
Council, with the assistance of the
local community police and SKDC are
going to revitalise Neighbourhood
Watch in the village. A meeting is
being held in Castle Bytham village hall
on W ednesday, 14th March at 8.00 pm
at which the Neighbourhood W atch
Co-ordinator from SKDC will explain
what is involved in being a local co-
ordinator, what one should do if one
sees something suspicious and how
villagers are warned of potential
threats. The Community Police will
also be present.

Later in this issue there is a letter
on Doorstep Crime from our
Community Police unit which has been
sent to all Parish Councils. This needs
all of us to consider who of our
neighbours are vulnerable. It also
requires volunteers who are willing
and able to instal chains or whatever is
necessary to peoples’ doors etc. |If
you are able to help in either capacity
l.e. advising on your vulnerable
neighbours or by fitting security
measures, can you ring me on 410457.

Hopefully, there will be a leaflet
with this magazine with further
guidance on Home Security.

Glenside N ews’ Finances

O ur finandial year runs from 1st
May to 30th. April and it
appears that we are going to end this
year with a small surplus. After the
problems of the previous year when we
survived due to the tolerance of our
printers, this reflects the support and
generosity of you out there. However,
costs do rise and we are having to
marginally increase our advertising rates,
| think for the first time since | became
editor - athough with my memory you
canot be sure! The new rates are
shown in the end column and become
effective for advertisement in the May
issue onwards.

Parish Council Elections

| had hoped to be able to tell you
how to be nominated for the Parish (or
District C ouncil) in the May elections but
SKDC are so hopeless it is impossible to
get an answer from them. W hat we did
get on Tuesday 13th Feb was a letter
asking us to advise prospective candidates
(whoever they might be) of meetings on

19th & 20th Feb (six days later) so that
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SKD C could explain what was involved in
being a councillor. How much of our
council tax is spent on forward planning?

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
AND DOORSTEP CRIME
Meeting in Castle Bytham
village hall on Wednesday 14th
March at 8.00 pm
with our Community Police and
South Kesteven District
Council’s Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinator.

This meeting is for you!

Copy Deadlines
N ew advertisements or amendments by 13th day
of the month. COPY by 15th day of the month.

The Views expressed by the individual
contributors to the magazine are not necessarily
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The Revd b Saunders
01780 480479 revjosaunders@ aol.com

W ith a particularly busy week ahead of me, | am writing my monthly G lenside letter rather earlier than usual, and
listening to news of the dreadful slaughter of thousands of turkeys at Bernard Matthews’ factory farm in Holton.
And what a lot this has to teach us.

| have written before (and spoken often) on my views on factory farming and intensive rearing. N ow the events at
Holton serve only to confirm me in my views. Human greed and wilful refusal to be stewards, not abusers of
creation, lies at the heart of this.

In Genesis we read how God commanded us to respect and care for the earth and its creatures. Crowding turkeys
into intensive rearing sheds, to fatten them in the shortest possible time, with token regard for their comfort and
wellbeing is bound to spread disease.

Mr Matthews has, no doubt, made excellent profits from his turkeys. Supermarkets have, no doubt, made similarly
excellent profits by buying from him at the lowest possible price. Feed suppliers and drug companies make
excellent profits. Employment in rural Suffolk has become more readily available, raising living standards for those
concerned. Consumers can now buy processed turkey joints all year round. The turkey sheds benefit everyone.
But at what cost?

As Christians, we have a duty both to cherish creation and to deny ourselves. Intensive rearing is incompatible
with the living out of our faith. If we are to keep God’s commandments, we must refuse to buy meat reared in this
way. If cost is a factor, we can eat less. Protein can be derived from many other ethical sources. People do have
the right to work and support their families; but that doesn’t have to mean work of this kind. Supermarkets are a
way of life, but there is plenty of choice, and plenty of ethically produced food on the shelves.

| am well aware that my views on ethical issues and social justice have not always been well received. | should be
very happy to discuss them with those who have raised objections, and make no apology for voicing those views.
My calling as a priest places on me a duty to work for justice and to follow the teachings of the Gospel. Jsus
wasn't popular for his championing of the poor and marginalised; of those who have no voice to speak for
themselves. Discipleship has a cost, and if that cost is facing opposition, | - and you - have a Christian duty to do
sO.

And now to matters closer to home. O ur sympathies are with the families of Val Bowler and Muriel Slater, whose
funerals took place at the end of January. Both were remarkable women, and they will be greatly missed.

O ur temple visit has been oversubscribed, and | am sorry if you were one of those who booked too late. W e look
forward to deepening our understanding of other faiths, and to forging links with them. Again, | am aware that
there has been criticism of this venture, and can only say that, again, the Gospel tells us to welcome the stranger, to
work for peace and to love others as ourselves. If we make no effort to understand other faiths, we cannot claim
to be disciples.

Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in forming a choir. | will be in touch at the beginning of March
with a view to holding an initial meeting and practice. Everyone is welcome. (see below)

W ith every good wish

b. WHAT IS THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL?

It is your parish church’s register of electors, it is a list of those qualified to attend
and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting, where the elections take place for:

a) the parochial church council.

First Choir Practice /get together, in b) the parish’s representative on th'e deanery synod. ‘
Castle Bytham Church on Monday Renewal of the electoral role takes place in 2007 and every six years thereafter.

March 12th at 8.00. Anyone and In a year of renewal, no names are carried forward from the old roll and everyone

must make a new application to be included on the new roll
everyone welcome (adults and PP

children)

Application forms are available from Sheila Robinson (410322) and in church.




DIARY
(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)

Taekwondo - Monday evenings in CBVH
6.15pm to 7.45pm Details ring 410189

Badminton — Monday evenings in CBVH-
8pm—I10pmDetails 410441 or 410235

* Guides Meeting — Every Monday 7 — 8.30pm
LBVH

Bowls Tuesdays in CBVH 7.30 pm

* Water Colour Classes Wednesdays (during
term time)in LBVH 10 am to 1pm.

* Brownies Wednesday from 6.15. to 7.45pm

Keep Fit Classes Wednesdays in CBVH at 7
pm. Details ring 01778 425392 or
01476 861683

* Rainbow Guides Thursdays 5 pm to 6 pm in
LBVH.

Coffee Morning — 1st. Thursday every month
in LBVH—10.30am to noon

Parent and Toddlers Fridays 10.30 am to
noon in CBVH —ring Alison 410480

Day Nursery Monday to Friday - pre-school
care 0 to 5 years. Details 410055

Bythams After School Club Monday to Friday
Primary School Care & Holiday Cover.
Details 410055

(*In term time)

BRITISH AND PROUD OF IT

Being British is about driving in a German car
to an Irish pub for a Belgian beer, then
travelling home, grabbing an Indian curry or a
Turkish kebab on the way, to sit on Swedish
furniture and watch American shows on a
Japanese TV.

And the most British thing of
all? Suspicion of anything
foreign.

- Only in Britain... can a pizza get to your house
faster than an ambulance.

- Only in Britain... do supermarkets make sick
people walk all the way to the back of the shop to
get their prescriptions while healthy people can buy
cigarettes at the front.

- Only in Britain... do people order double
cheeseburgers, large fries and a DIET coke.

- Only in Britain... do banks leave both doors open and
chain the pens to the counters.

- Only in Britain... do we leave cars worth thousands

of pounds on the drive and lock our junk and cheap
lawn mower in the garage.

WEATHER REPORT—JANUARY

RAINFALL (T.R.R.)
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TEMPERATURE (H.G.B.)
Jnuary
Night-time

-5° on the 24th & 26th.
10° on the 13th.

Lowest minimum:
Highest minimum:
D aytime

Lowest maximum: 2° on the 23rd & 25th.
Highest maximum: 12° on the 9th & 12th.

MARCH EVENTS

Saturday 3rd Careby Cheese and W ine (page 7)

Thursday 8th Bingo Night @ Castle Inn in aid of Children’s
Christmas Party (page 14)

Sunday 11th Quiz in Fox & Hounds page 7)

Monday 12th Choir ‘get together’ at St. ames. C hurch
(page 2)

W ednesday 14th N eighbourhood W atch meeting in CBVH
(page 1)

Tuesday 20th Careby PCC AGM (page 3)

W ednesday 28th Bythams School O pen D ay (page 10)

Thursday 29th Quiz Night@ Castle Inn in aid of Children’s
Christmas Party (page 14)

Friday 30th FO BS Disco in CBVH (page 7)

Saturday 31st Prize Bingo in CBVH in aid of Senior Citizens’
Christmas Party

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
April 14th. Spring has sprung dinner @ Castle Inn in aid
of Children’s C hristmas Party (page 14)
April 26th Quiz Night @ Castle Inn in aid of Children’s
Christmas Party (page 14)
April 29th Musical evening in Careby Church (page 7)
May 7th Sponsored Ride @ Grimsthorpe (page 7)
May 12th Railway Children Sponsored W alk in aid of
HEART LINK (Page 6)
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RAILWAY CHILDREN'S DAY
NURSERY

Following a successful festive season,
where the children enjoyed Christmas plays,
Christmas parties and a visit from Santa we
now start the New Year off with one aim in
mind and that is to raise as much money as
possible this year through donations and
fund raising for HEART LINK, a charity
brought close to the Nursery as a child who
now attends the Nursery needed
hospitalisation at Glenfield, where Heart
Link supported the parents throughout their
stay, and continues to do so.

Heart Link is a registered charity that
provides accommodation & support for
relatives of the children needing
hospitalisation and much needed equipment
for the Glenfield Hospital, our nearest
cardiac centre for children.

Our fundraising events over the next
year will include: -

. A raffle to be drawn at our mothers
day tea party on March 16™ Tickets
can be purchased from the Nursery or
Castle Bytham village shop.

A family sponsored walk (all
welcome) on May 12~. Details to
follow. A Christmas fare on October
13" Details to follow. Thanking you
in advance for your support.

For further details please

telephone 01780 410055
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SPONSORED RIDE

Will take place at Grimsthorpe Park

on Monday 7th May 2007 - start time

10 am.

Any new help would be most welcome - please

call Rosemary Player 01778 590350.
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The Castle Bytham, Little Bytham,
Careby and Creeton Sponsored
Ride Committee are looking for
someone to set up a web site for the
event on May 7th. Anyone who is
interested and can help please get in touch with
Rosemary Player at Aunby Tel No 01778 590 350.
Thank you.

Little Red ....you know who

I took two of my grandsons to the
Freehand Theatre production in Castle
Bytham village hall at the beginning of
February and what a treat we all had!
Everything was friendly, non-
threatening, quiet and fun; ideal for
young children and their Granny. Who
needs flashes and bangs or other
gimmicks?

The best bits were...the story being
told to a teddy-bear, the man (Simon)
dressing up as the wolf, Granny in the
suitcase, the Red Riding Hood puppet —
Ben, just 5; the red box, the bear
wanting to be the wolf, the trees that
popped up to make the forest and the
merry-go-round in bear’s dream -
Robin, 3%.

For an hour the audience sat
enthralled, adults enjoying themselves
as much as the children!

Thank you so much to the
organising committee for a superb
afternoon’s entertainment.

Hillary Lewthwaite.

THE FRIENDS OF THE BYTHAMS SCHOOL
DISCO!

After taking the difficult decision to postpone the Valentines Disco, we are holding another in Castle
Bytham village hall.. Open to all children from the age of 4 to 12 yrs. (inc.)

30™ March — 6:30 “til 8:00pm

Entrance- £2:00. Free drinks. Snacks and goodies available to purchase on the night.
Contact details: Jane King 01780410575




PRIZE BINGO IN AID OF SENIOR CITIZENS
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

There will be a prize bingo on Saturday 31st
March at 7.30pm in Castle Bytham village hall
in aid of the Senior Citizens Christmas lunch.
To to make a donation or to donate a prize
please call Angela on 410629 or 410153
Everyone welcome.

Spring 1s 1n the
Air
So do join us for at

Hatchers Barn, Careby
(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Cooper-Jones)

Cheese & Wine

Saturday 3" March

7.30pm
Tickets £8

From:- Sarah-Cooper Jones 411291, Marjorie
Bradshaw 410718. Margaret Creasey 410324,
Peggy Greaves 410295, Mary Hoyle 410305

BROWNIE CRY FOR HELP

The 1st Little Bytham Brownies gave
an excellent and entertaining performance
of their play, Red, White and Gold’ on
February 14th, which was enjoyed by all of
the audience. This is one of the many
activities that the Brownies get involved in.

However there is a need for more
Brownie leaders, as two leaders are due to
leave soon, otherwise the pack may have to
close down, which will be a shame.

To be a leader, you do not have to
possess any special skills, nor do you have
to have a child who is a Brownie.

To find out more, please contact Lesley
Sale 410319

Fox & HOUNDS PUB Quiz
The quiz on 11th February was the
usual fun. The Carlby team came again
and also our old friends from Corby Glen.
More chairs are being ordered! The next
quiz will be on Sunday 11th. March
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An Evening of Fine Music
St Stephen’s Church

Oakham School Chamber Choir
and Big Band

Careby Church

Sunday 29th April 2007
Supper from 6.30pm
Concert 7.30pm
Wine Bar

Tickets: £10.00 (to include Supper)

Limited availability: Tickets from Careby PCC members.
For further information please telephone 01780-410305

fefetototototololotototototototototelofototolototoletotolototototototototoototototote]

jejeseteietoiototetolatolototototeiotolototolotololotolele]

o

fofotetototototototototototetotototototototetolototetolototototoltotolototolotototele



VAL BOWLER

Born in Sevenoaks, Kent, Val had a
jobs
Woolworths where she progressed to setting
up delicatessen counters in various stores in

number of before settling with

the area.

She met Les in 1061 and despite having a
dress ruined by battery acid on her first bike
ride, it was the ‘real thing’. Val enjoyed
motorcycling and had her own machine,
passing her test first time. Trips to the Isle of
Mann were popular holidays for them

They were married in 1966 and set up
home in Catford where Nick was born in
November 1966. In 1967 they bought a house
in Maidstone where Sue was born in 1968 .
In 1971 they moved back to New Cross to
live above Les’ gun shop and to avoid
becoming a ‘gun widow’ Val took up pistol
shooting quite successfully, winning cups
and medals with both air pistol and the .22
pistol.

In 1983 the family moved to Little
Bytham for a better life style and she became
sub-postmistress. Five years later she moved
to Castle Bytham Stores to work for the
Collison family.

When arthritis forced retirement on Val,
her handicraft skills became an all important
part of her life, teaching her grandchildren
sewing, knitting, and cooking together with
her much loved crochet circle, to which she
looked forward each week. Also, despite not
being to take an active part in his
she always
encouraged Les in his events, particularly

those raising money for charity.

motorcycling anymore,

She loved to travel and they enjoyed
holidays all over the British Isles and Europe
as well as two memorable trips to Canada

and Hawaii.

Two years ago she fell and broke her
shoulder which left her without use of one
It did not, break her
indomitable spirit and she remained cheerful
throughout this, her
osteoporosis always saying, “There are many

arm. however,

arthritis and

more much worse off than me”

The following tribute is from her daughter, Sue

I'd like to tell you what our Mum meant
to us. As far back as I can remember
wherever my Mum was is where 1 was
happiest and some things never changed.
She was my best friend. I used to ask her if I
would ever be as fearless and independent as
Nick and she would laugh and say not unless
my sense of direction improved! Mum was
so proud of Nick who was always off here,

there and everywhere.

Mum’s biggest love was her family. She
was loving, caring and extremely proud of
all the things we did. When her first
grandchild appeared in 1989 she cried he
was so perfect and for every grandchild that
arrived after, she cherished them all. And, as
I look at them I see so many of um’s little
ways in them and they will take with them
lots of happy memories if their Nan.

And, finally, my Dad. She sure did pick
a diamond, they were truly soul mates and
made our home one filled with love and lots
of laughter. As we say goodbye to our
precious Mum, I know in my heart she has
gone to a better place where she can walk tall
and never be in pain again and although the
hole in our lives will be huge, I thank God
that she was our Mum and know that we
will all carry her in our hearts forever.




LINCOLNSHIRE POLICE
W itham on the Hill N eighbourhood Policing Team
Police Station
Market beeping
Lincolnshire
PE6 8PA
Tel: 01780 752222
Fax: 01778 341612
Ext3655 25 Jnuary 2007

D ear Parish Clerk,

Doorstep Crime.

| am sure you are all aware of the so called Bogus Official crimes, where in the main elderly members of our
communities become victims of offenders purporting to be representing one organisation or another. However,
you may not be aware that the bogus officials are only one part of ths area of crime that impacts so heavily on the
vulnerable members of our society. O ffenders from this same collection are also involved in shoddy services, such &
resurfacing driveways, tree felling or other gardening or building maintenance jobs, where the price suddenly shoots up to an
extortionate amount. All of these offences are part of the ever growing D oorstep C rime’ problem.

According to official figures on doorstep crime there were some 19,000 offences recorded in 2005 against older people
throughout the UK in one year. However, the real figure is much higher with many such incidents going unreported when
victims either do not notice an offence has been committed or do not wish to report the incident because they feel so
foolish at being conned. It is believed that only 1 in 10 of such offences are reported, with which a Help the Aged
survey in 2002 appears to concur, reporting that some 300 000 people were targeted during a 12 month period!

There have been several such incidents over the past year across the area that the W itham on the Hill N eighbourhood
Policing Team covers, with victims not only losing valuables and monies, but also being seriously traumatised by the
experience of this crime.

All studies into this problem agree that raising awareness and education are the keys to reducing this crime. N umerous
campaigns and leaflets have been circulated amongst our communities, but do the recipients read or even understand the
messages of advice given? Are they in a position to fit door chains or know someone who will do this for them? There are
many other points that are so important to ensure our residents do not become future victims. W e will not change things over
night, but by working together with the parish councils | hope to reduce the chance of members of your community from
becoming a victim.

Doorstep Crime offenders identify their victims on a regular basis, so why can't we? W e need to identify those
persons in your community who fit into the recognised offenders ‘target’ and deliver, in person, if possble the relevant
message to that person. It may be in due course that members of the community, possibly members of the parish council are
trained to continue this role out of information relating to security, the nominated neighbour scheme and other appropriate
advice.

Presently, | am asking for your support and help in identifying members of your parish who you consider are wlnerable
and at risk from this type of crime. The accepted offenders ‘target’ is "Female, living alone with an average age of 81 years'.
Have you got such a person in your parsh? W hilst this cannot be the exact rule, with victims also being male, it gives an area to
start our search.

To further this project | am asking for a member of your Parish Council, who would be available during the
daytime, to become our contact point in order that this important area can be progressed.

W e look forward to hearing from you and can be contacted on the telephone number at the head of the page or
by e-mail at regburrell@ lincs.pnn policeuk or zoearnold@ lincs pnnpolice. uk

Kind regards,
Pc 72 RegBurrell & PCSO Zoe Arnold (W itham on the Hill N eighbourhood Policing Team)

IMPORTANT NOTICES
ROAD CLOSURES
1 Lincs CC advise that the B1176 will be closed to through traffic from CAREBY to AUNBY FORD
From Monday 19" Feb for approximately 5 weeks to allow essential maintenance
to take place. (The ‘official’ diversion route envisages using the A6121 through Ryhall and Carlby.)
2 CREETON Counthorpe Lane to Creeton Village (B1176) from March 12th to March 31st

3 CASTLE BYTHAM Glen Road from water Lane to River Bridge from March 12th for 14 days.
Any queries to Will Suttill (Lincolnshire County Council) on 01522 553106




BYTHAMS SCHOOL OPEN DAY AND SPRING NEWS

An important date for your diaries for March this year is the 28t- a chance
to come along to the Bythams School Open Day, running from 2-5pm.

If you are at all interested in what is happening in the school, this is an
invaluable opportunity to come along, join in and be part of the school for
an afternoon. There is plenty happening; at 2.50pm, we will have the
official opening of the school’s new adventure trail — an exciting outdoor
trail complete with obstacles and balances —a great success for using up all
the energy stored up from rainy, cold days inside!

A big thank you must go to the Friends of Bythams School, who have donated the money for
developing the trial from all the fundraising activities that they organise throughout the year. Come
along and have a go yourself! Wellies are compulsory at this stage, but bark chippings are on their
way.

During the course of the afternoon, African Ark Artists from Nottingham will be taking the
children through a series of art workshops, celebrating multiculturalism through art - this is a
grand finale to much of the work that we have done on the expression of arts through different
mediums and cultures.

There will also be the chance to see how our SMARTboards work. With one in every classroom,
the children have become very adept at using them. Logging onto the attractive educational sites on
the internet is now commonplace within lessons, and a whole-school week has just been completed
looking at Take One Picture www.takeonepicture.org.uk - an opportunity to look at a Reubens
picture directly from the National Gallery.

We have had a bumper year for applications to Stamford Schools via the scholarship
examination —9 of our Y6 attended the day on Saturday 27th January, with 6 of these pupils having
being offered scholarships- excellent results! For the first time, Stamford Schools are also offering
Saturday morning taster sessions in Music, European Languages, Mathematical Problem Solving
and Science over four weeks in March for Year 5 and 6 children- and many have already signed up.

Sporting successes at the school continue — the Bythams netball team has won the last five
matches out of seven — the best win of all being 14-0 against Malcolm Sargeant — not bad for a
school who only have a third of the pupils to choose from than Malcolm Sergeant! The team are
looking at taking the championship; we wait to hear how the other teams fare in the games they
have yet to play in the league. Football is also on a winning streak, with one game against St
Gilbert’s under the belt but the weather needs to improve so we can keep on playing.

Keep it up!
Niamh Tye

THE FRIENDS OF THE BYTHAMS SCHOOL
Hanging Basket offer
FOBS have once again joined forces with Lilfords Nursery at Gosberton to supply hanging baskets.
Each lined wicker basket contains;
Bacopa Snowflake/ Bacopa blue...1

Verbena Trailing...................... 1
Trailing Petunias (Surfinia)......... 3
Nepeta.....oooeveviiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 1
Fuchsia or Geranium.................. 1

Last year these proved to be very popular, and we had many requests to repeat the offer.
Each basket costs £7.50 from which school receives a donation. To order, drop a cheque in at either
village shop, or at school f.a.0. fobs, made payable to ‘Friends of the Bythams School’, with your name,
address, tel. no., and quantity required on the back. Orders must be in by 19" March, with baskets
arriving at school 14™ to 25" May, ready to hang. Collection/delivery to you will then be arranged.
A sample photo is in each village shop. Contents may vary.
Contact details: Guy Turner on 07977573937

TO BRIGHTEN THE DAY....JUST ADD WATER!




SINGLES, DOUBLES, TREBLES, - JUMPERS, SCARVES AND BLANKETS...'by Elaine Margiotta

A gathering of ladies, skeins of wool
steadily unwinding as they dip and weave
their crochet hooks in and out of various
garments for two solid hours at a time may
sound an old fashioned and boring occasion
but the Castle Bytham crochet group most
certainly is not! This weekly get-together
makes for a relaxing, delightfully
entertaining and productive afternoon.

Whilst doing something useful, the
talented and industrious members, midst
laughter, the sharing of troubles and the
putting to rights of many a worldly issue,
really do enjoy themselves. Their deft fingers
working at a pace, they produce one
colourful garment after another almost all of

which are donated and most delivered
personally, to one charitable cause or
another.

Rose, whom you know well by now and
who is a resident of Castle Bytham, is
responsible for founding the group. It's
instigator and organiser, she is also it's
most competent tutor. Woe Dbetide
anyone who doesn't do a proper job! I for
one, have suffered the astuteness of her
eagle eye! 'That'll have to come down' she
insists as I'm at least half way up the back
of my latest cardigan' Those edges aren't
straight!" And come down it does until
under Rose's prompting 'A job worth doing
is worth doing well! and her patient,
determined tuition, I at last pass quality
control!

So popular has the crochet group
become that instead of taking turns in each
other's houses, it will soon be a case of
hiring the village hall. No hearth, no home
fires, which makes it so special, burning
there!

There's Suzie and Sylvia, Mary and Sally.
June's making a jumper and Vanda has just
finished yet another beautiful baby blanket.
Jill, about to cast on the stitches for her
latest creation is adding to the supply of
tiny hooded jackets for the neonatal unit at
Peterborough hospital, sized spot on for
their premature babies. Hilary's hats on
the other hand, will help to keep the
orphans of Rumania a little warmer in their
miserably cold winters.

Betty sits quietly throughout but loves

the company because she lives alone. But
oh my goodness - what is she doing! She's

knitting! 'Quick! Hilary shouts a warning
'Here comes Rose - put it away
immediately - we're only allowed to crochet!
But Betty is the only one to get away with it,
her needles clicking furiously to make
matinee jacket after jacket for abandoned
babies abroad.

We go to the ' Car Wash' when it's
Sheila's turn, the entrance to her driveway
being completely overhung with the trailing
branches of two huge weeping willows.
Branches swishing completely over each
car, it's just like going through a car wash.
And it's at Sheila's that we can't wait for the
coffte break when she makes her
spectacular entrance. Piled high is a plateful
of the most delicious cheese scones you've
ever tasted! Before June can complete her
row of trebles, the whole lot have been
devoured! 'Strong mature cheddar, a good
pinch of mustard and paprika is the
secret' Sheila assures us as we all
demand the recipe. Not to say that
Mary's home made ginger biscuits are any
less delicious!

Yarns for the crocheting seem to appear
by the magic bagful as if from thin air.
Shops donate old stock and friends and
neighbours with left over wool give willingly.
There's never an excuse not to be working
on something new! The fabulously original
bag, for instance, made from twisted
coloured strips of old polythene bags all
knotted together, encourages us all to
use our initiative.

Apart from the occasional brief
appearance of a husband here and there as
he pops his head round the door then runs
away in fright at the sight of so many
women all at once - and Harry who
generously sews on the buttons - the Castle
Bytham crochet group is a ladies-only affair.
As such, it proves that the good old
fashioned get together especially with it's
cheese scones and ginger biscuits beats
your modern technology and the resulting
isolation that brings, by a mile.

More than a mile - miles maybe - miles of
rows of crochet - all of which, whilst
keeping the ladies of Castle Bytham and
anyone else who cares to join the group
content, go towards making many a life of
the needy just that little bit warmer and
brighter!



ANYTHING GOES

This is just a short report as I have
missed the deadline. We had an excellent
Members evening at my house and about
40 attended and they were very noisy!!
However, we had a lot of offers to arrange
events for the coming year. A very varied
collection to make up the programme and
there should be something for everyone to
enjoy. The draft programme is nearly
ready to give to Garry Jamison who makes
us such a professional finished article.

We have given The Glenside News a
substantial donation and another to the
Castle Bytham Village Hall. We are still
enrolling more members and seem to be
going from strength to strength and we
now have men joining us.

There were 22 at the Dinner at the
Olive Branch and it was a bit of a squeeze
but I think everyone enjoyed themselves.
It was unfortunate that one of the
waitresses allotted to us called in sick just
before the start.

The next event is to be held on March
9th and is a “Crafty” Evening in the Castle
Bytham Village Hall arranged by Jean
Marshall (01780 410467). Please let her
know if you are attending by March 2nd
Members £3 and Visitors £5

The French Evening organised by
Muriel Cooke with food and wine from
France has been brought forward to Sat
Mach 17th and the tickets are £15 and £17
for guests and these are limited. Please
contact Muriel on 01780 410502

Pat Bowles

A beautiful blonde calls her boyfriend and says, "Please
come over here and help me. [ have a killer jigsaw puzzle,
and I can't figure out how to get started.

Her boyfriend asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's
finished?"

The blonde says, "According to the picture on the box, it's
aRooster."

Her boyfriend decides to go over and help with the
puzzle. She lets him in and shows him where she has the
puzzle spread all over the table.

He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box,
then turns to her and says, "First of all, no matter what we
do, we're not going to be able to assemble these pieces
into anything resembling a Rooster."

He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to
relax. Let's have a nice cup of tea, and then.....", he said
with a deep sigh, . . "Let's put all these Corn Flakes back
in the box."

Dear Mr Blair,

I was reading my Daily Blah the other day
when I saw something that made my blood boil; I
thought I don't believe it! 1 am sorry to interrupt
your busy day but I felt Thad to write to you. [ am
of course referring to the decision to ban smoking
in pubs and such like places. Now I am just a
poor pensioner and have not been able to afford
my owns fags for many years now. I have relied
on wealthier mates to puff away in the Fox and
Castle so I can get my fix of nicotine. This is
typical of a Government that never gives a thought
for us old folk. I would like to suggest that you
give us an allowance for winter Macintoshes and
umbrellas so we can follow the well off smokers
outside so when they light up we can stand down
wind and hopefully get in a few lungs full of their
smoke from time to time. It might also help if the
Department of Public Spaces could offer design
guidance for pub car parks to stop the smoke
being blown around too much. My legs are not
what they were and too much running around
after free smoke would not be good for my heart.

While I am on the subject I want you to do
something about our free bus passes I understand
we will be getting this year. This is all fine and
dandy for the folk that actually have a bus service
but what I want to know is how do I sue my free
pass when there are no buses? I was wandering if
you could make them a bit more flexible so we
could trade them for something more useful like
lunch at the pub or a year’s subscription to
Playmate Monthly. In fact I would like to suggest
you need to tell that nice Mr Brown to next door to
sort out all this sort of stuff before he moves into
your place. The other day I got an income tax
demand from him that seems to written in
Sanskrit or perhaps Welsh? Anyway one of Mr
Brown’s minions is threatening to charge me
interest on my unpaid tax, which is a bit strange
since I only have my pension and the post office
saving stamps I bought to celebrate VE day. 1
think they have the wrong Mr Meldrew but every
time I phone them the lady on the phone refuses
to speak to me and keeps telling me to “press 3 ifI
want to report a tax dodger to the Inland
Revenue”. I have a feeling she doesn’t really speak
English and has just learnt her telephone speech
from a book or something.

Finally, I hope you and that nice wife of yours,
Cherry, had a good holiday with Mr BeeGee and I
hope his practicing his songs did not keep you
awake all night. I know from my time as the
under deputy night manager at the all night store
in Pickworth what a busy time senior executives
have. You need your rest and time to think about
the mess the country is in before you hand over
the reins. Keep up the good work.

Yours Sincerely,

Victor Meldrew

Secretary, Castle Bytham Grumpy Old Men's
Club
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The CBC Christmas Event 2007

4 Only 312 days to go and counting! I would like to join Peter Cox in thanking all of the

hard working folks who supported and delivered last years excellent party. You may
.é‘:’;‘; recall an appeal for volunteers to take over the organisation and fundraising associated
b 5 with the event? Well here we are! I will spend more time introducing Santa’s new team
’ and some exciting ideas about the event in the next article! For now it's on with the
show. The party in 2007 is brought to you courtesy of our sponsors shown around this advert (lots
more space and lots who have pledged support but we have not managed to organise ahead of this
month’s copy deadline); we will bring you updates throughout the year on charity events and dates
for your diary including a huge charity auction around summer time.

Please do come along and support the events & lets keep the magic of Christmas and that special

Thurs 8™ Mar - Charity Bingo night @ the Castle Inn.
Thurs 29" Mar - Charity Quiz night @ the Castle Inn.
Sat 14" Apr - Spring has Sprung, Charity Dinner @ the Castle Inn.
Thurs 26" Apr - Charity Quiz night @ the Castle Inn.

If you would like to see your company name here and be involved in the magic of Christmas 2007 then
we would love to hear from you! Please speak to John (evenings only) on 01780 410062.

small community feeling alive alive ‘0’! Forthcoming dates/events:

BEECHES

CQNSULTING

The Business Continuity Specialists
www.heechesconsulting.com

JUST A LAUGH - I hope.

1. Two blondes walk into a building..........you'd think at least
one of them would have seen it.
2. Phone answering machine message - "...If you want to buy

marijuana, press the hash key..."

3. A guy walks into the psychiatrist wearing only Clingfilm
for shorts. The shrink says, "Well, I can clearly see you're
nuts."

4.1went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day but I
couldn't find any.

5.1went to the butchers the other day and I bet him 50 quid
that he couldn't reach the meat off the top shelf. He said, "No,
the steaks are too high."

6. My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli. A strong currant
pulled him in.

7. A man came round in hospital after a serious accident. He
shouted, "Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!" The doctor
replied, "I know you can't, I've cut your arms off".

8.1 went to a seafood disco last week...and pulled a muscle.

9. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly. They lit a fire
in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all that you can't
have your kayak and heat it.

10. Our ice cream man was found lying on the floor of his van
covered with hundreds and thousands. Police say that he
topped himself.

11. Man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of
his head. Doc says "I'll give you some cream to put on it."
12.'Doc I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home'
"That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome. 'Is it common?' "It's
not unusual."

13. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet. "My dog is cross-
eyed, is there anything you can do for him?" "Well," said the

vet, "let's have a look at him" So he picks the dog up and
examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says,
"I'm going to have to put him down." "What? Because he's
cross-eyed?" "No, because he's really heavy"

14. Guy goes into the doctor's. "Doc, I've got a cricket ball
stuck up my backside." "How's that?" "Don't you start."

15. Two elephants walk off a cliff...boom, boom!

16. What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh.

17. So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says to me
"Can you give me a lift?" I said "Sure, you look great, the
world's your oyster, go for it.'

18. Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are Chinese. There
are 5 people in my family, so it must be one of them. It's
either my mum or my Dad, or my older Brother Colin, or my
younger Brother Ho-Cha-Chu? But I think its Colin.

19. Two fat blokes in a pub, one says to the other "Your
round." The other one says "So are you, you fat b*****d!"
20. Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking
battery acid, and the other was eating fireworks. They
charged one and let the other one off.

21."You know, somebody actually complimented me on my
driving today. They left a little note on the windscreen. It
said, 'Parking Fine." So that was nice."

22. A man walked into the doctors, he said, "I've hurt my arm
in several places" The doctor said, "Well don't go there
anymore"

23. Ireland's worst air disaster occurred early this morning
when a small two-seater Cessna plane crashed into a cemetery.
Irish search and rescue workers have recovered 1826 bodies so
far and expect that number to climb as digging continues into
the night.




