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Copy Deadlines 
N ew advertisements or amendments by 13th day 
of the month.  CO PY by 15th day of the month.  

Lock your doors!! 

I   am sure that you aware that 
we have had a spate of 

burglaries in these villages in the last 
few months; indeed, in one night there 
were five attempts to break into 
peoples’ houses in Castle Bytham.  
This follows the recent break in when 
the lady occupier was restrained while 
the robbers took their booty and two  
distraction’ burglaries.  These latter 
events targeted some of the more 
vulnerable amongst us which, makes it 
even more concerning. 

Because of this, the Parish 
Council, with the assistance of the 
local community police and SKDC are 
going to revitalise N eighbourhood 
W atch in the village.  A meeting is 
being held in Castle Bytham village hall 
on W ednesday, 14th March at 8.00 pm 
at which the N eighbourhood W atch 
Co-ordinator from SKDC will explain 
what is involved in being a local co-
ordinator, what one should do if one 
sees something suspicious and how 
villagers are warned of potential 
threats.  The Community Police will 
also be present. 

Later in this issue there is a letter 
on D oorstep C rime from our 
Community Police unit which has been 
sent to all Parish Councils.  This needs 
all of us to consider who of our 
neighbours are vulnerable.  It also 
requires volunteers who are willing 
and able to instal chains or whatever is 
necessary to peoples’ doors etc.  If 
you are able to help in either capacity 
I.e. advising on your vulnerable 
neighbours or by fitting security 
measures, can you ring me on 410457. 

Hopefully, there will be a leaflet  
with this magazine with further 
guidance on Home Security. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
AND DOORSTEP CRIME 

        Meetin g in  Ca s tle Byth a m 
villa ge h a ll on  Wedn esda y 14 th  

Ma rch  a t 8 .00  p m 
with  ou r Com mu n ity Police a n d  

Sou th  Kes teven  Dis tr ic t  
Cou n cil’s  Neigh b ou rh ood  Wa tch  

Co-ord in a tor. 
This meeting is for you! 

ADVERTISING RATES  
From 1st May, 2007 

                    per        per 
                    month   year 
           
Full Page      £13      £130 
1/2 page          £7        £70 
1/3 Page         £5        £50 
1/4 Page         £4        £40 
1/6 Page    £3.50        £30 
1/8 Page         £3        £25 
 
Postal Copies will be 
charged at £12.50 per 
year 

Glenside N ews’ Finances 

O  ur financial year runs from 1st 
May to 30th. April and it 

appears that we are going to end this 
year with a small surplus.  After the 
problems of the previous year when we 
survived due to the tolerance of our 
printers, this reflects the support and 
generosity of you out there.  However, 
costs do rise and we are having to 
marginally increase our advertising rates, 
I think for the first time since I became 
editor - although with my memory you 
cannot be sure!  The new rates are 
shown in the end column and become 
effective for advertisement in the May 
issue onwards. 

Parish Council Elections 
I had hoped to be able to tell you 

how to be nominated for the Parish (or 
D istrict Council) in the May elections but 
SKDC are so hopeless it is impossible to 
get an answer from them.  W hat we did 
get on Tuesday 13th Feb was a letter 
asking us to advise prospective candidates 
(whoever they might be) of meetings on 
19th & 20th Feb (six days later) so that 
SKDC could explain what was involved in 
being a councillor.  How much of our 
council tax is spent on forward planning? 



The Revd Jo Saunders 
01780 480479       revjosaunders@ aol.com 

 
 

W ith a particularly busy week ahead of me, I am writing my monthly Glenside letter rather earlier than usual, and 
listening to news of the dreadful slaughter of thousands of turkeys at Bernard Matthews’ factory farm in Holton.  
And what a lot this has to teach us. 
 
I have written before (and spoken often) on my views on factory farming and intensive rearing.  N ow the events at 
Holton serve only to confirm me in my views.  Human greed and wilful refusal to be stewards, not abusers of 
creation, lies at the heart of this. 
 
In Genesis we read how God commanded us to respect and care for the earth and its creatures.  Crowding turkeys 
into intensive rearing sheds, to fatten them in the shortest possible time, with token regard for their comfort and 
wellbeing is bound to spread disease.  
 
Mr Matthews has, no doubt, made excellent profits from his turkeys.   Supermarkets have, no doubt, made similarly 
excellent profits by buying from him at the lowest possible price.   Feed suppliers and drug companies make 
excellent profits.  Employment in rural Suffolk has become more readily available, raising living standards for those 
concerned.  Consumers can now buy processed turkey joints all year round.  The turkey sheds benefit everyone.  
But at what cost? 
 
As Christians, we have a duty both to cherish creation and to deny ourselves.  Intensive rearing is incompatible 
with the living out of our faith.  If we are to keep God’s commandments, we must refuse to buy meat reared in this 
way.  If cost is a factor, we can eat less.  Protein can be derived from many other ethical sources.   People do have 
the right to work and support their families; but that doesn’t have to mean work of this kind.  Supermarkets are a 
way of life, but there is plenty of choice, and plenty of ethically produced food on the shelves.  
 
I am well aware that my views on ethical issues and social justice have not always been well received.  I should be 
very happy to discuss them with those who have raised objections, and make no apology for voicing those views.  
My calling as a priest places on me a duty to work for justice and to follow the teachings of the Gospel.  Jesus 
wasn’t popular for his championing of the poor and marginalised; of those who have no voice to speak for 
themselves.  D iscipleship has a cost, and if that cost is facing opposition, I –  and you –  have  a Christian duty to do 
so.  
 
And now to matters closer to home.  O ur sympathies are with the families of Val Bowler and Muriel Slater, whose 
funerals took place at the end of January.  Both were remarkable women, and they will be greatly missed. 
 
O ur temple visit has been oversubscribed, and I am sorry if you were one of those who booked too late.  W e look 
forward to deepening our understanding of other faiths, and to forging links with them.  Again, I am aware that 
there has been criticism of this venture, and can only say that, again, the Gospel tells us to welcome the stranger, to 
work for peace  and to love others as ourselves.  If we make no effort to understand other faiths, we cannot claim 
to be disciples. 
 
Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in forming a choir.  I will be in touch at the beginning of March 
with a view to holding an initial meeting and practice.  Everyone is welcome. (see below) 
 
W ith every good wish 
 
Jo. 

First Choir Practice/get together, in 
Castle Bytham Church on Monday 
March 12th at 8.00.  Anyone and 
everyone welcome (adults and 
children) 

WHAT IS THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL? 
It is your parish church’s register of electors, it is a list of those qualified to attend 
and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting, where the elections take place for: 
            a) the parochial church council. 
            b) the parish’s representative on the deanery synod. 
Renewal of the electoral role takes place in 2007 and every six years thereafter.  
In a year of renewal, no names are carried forward from the old roll and everyone 
must make a new application to be included on the new roll 
Application forms are available from Sheila Robinson (410322) and in church. 



Taekwondo - Mon d a y even in gs  in  CBVH 
6 .1 5 p m  to  7 .4 5 p m  D et a ils  r in g 4 1 0 1 8 9  

Badm int on  – Mon d a y even in gs  in  CB VH– 
8 p m —1 0 p m D et a ils  4 1 0 4 4 1  or  4 1 0 23 5 

* Guides  Meet ing – Every Mon d a y 7  – 8 .3 0 p m  
LB VH 

Bowls  Tu es d a ys  in  C BVH   7 .3 0 p m  
* Water Colour Classes Wed n esd a ys  (d u r in g 

t erm  t im e) in  LB VH 1 0  a m  t o 1 p m . 
* Brownies  Wed n es d a y from  6 .1 5 . t o 7 .4 5 p m  
Keep Fit  Classes Wed n es d a ys  in  CB VH  a t  7 

p m .   D eta ils  r in g 0 1 7 7 8 4 2 5 3 9 2  or 
0 1 4 7 6  8 6 1 6 8 3 

* Rainbow Guides  Th u r s d a ys  5  p m  t o  6  p m  in  
LB VH . 

Coffee  Morning – 1 s t .  Th u rs d a y every m on t h  
in  LBVH —1 0.3 0 a m  t o n oon  

Parent  and Toddlers  Fr id a ys  1 0 .3 0  a m  t o 
n oon  in  CB VH  – r in g Alis on  4 1 04 8 0  

Day Nursery Mon d a y t o Fr id a y - p r e-s ch ool 
ca re  0  to 5  yea r s .  D eta ils  4 1 0 0 5 5 

Bytham s After School Club Mon d a y to Fr id a y 
Pr im a ry S ch ool C a re  & H olid a y C over .  
D eta ils  4 1 0 0 5 5 

(*In  t e rm  t im e) 
MARCH  EVENTS  

Saturday 3rd Careby Cheese and W ine  (page 7) 
Thursday 8th Bingo Night @  C astle Inn in aid of Children’s 

Christmas Party (page 14) 
Sunday 11th Quiz in Fox & Hounds page 7) 
Monday 12th Choir ‘get together’ at St. James. C hurch 

(page 2) 
W ednesday 14th N eighbourhood W atch meeting in C BVH 

(page 1) 
Tuesday 20th C areby PCC  AGM (page 3) 
W ednesday 28th Bythams School Open D ay (page 10) 
Thursday 29th Q uiz N ight@  Castle Inn in aid of Children’s 

Christmas Party (page 14) 
Friday 30th FO BS D isco in C BVH (page 7) 
Saturday 31st Prize Bingo in CBVH in aid of Senior Citizens’ 

Christmas Party 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
April 14th. Spring has sprung dinner @  C astle Inn in aid 

of C hildren’s C hristmas Party (page 14) 
April 26th Q uiz N ight @  Castle Inn in aid of Children’s 

Christmas Party (page 14) 
April 29th  Musical evening in C areby Church (page 7) 
May 7th   Sponsored Ride @  Grimsthorpe (page 7) 
May 12th  Railway Children Sponsored W alk in aid of 

H EART LINK (Page 6) 

DIARYDIARYDIARY   
(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)  (LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL) 

WEATHER REPORT—JANUARY 

RAINFALL (T.R.R.) 
          

            

            

              

              

          

            

           

TEMPERATURE (H.G.B.) 
January 
N ight-time 
Lowest minimum:    -5° on the 24th & 26th. 
Highest minimum:    10° on the 13th. 
D aytime 
Lowest maximum:    2° on the 23rd & 25th. 
Highest maximum:  12° on the 9th & 12th. 

BRITISH AND PROUD OF IT 
Being British is about driving in a German car 
to an Irish pub for a Belgian beer, then 
travelling home, grabbing an Indian curry or a 
Turkish kebab on the way, to sit on Swedish 
furniture and watch American shows on a 
Japanese TV. 
And the most British thing of 
all? Suspicion of anything 
foreign.  
Oh and …….. 
- Only in Britain... can a pizza get to your house 
faster than an ambulance. 
- Only in Britain... do supermarkets make sick 
people walk all the way to the back of the shop to 
get their prescriptions while healthy people can buy 
cigarettes at the front. 
- Only in Britain... do people order double 
cheeseburgers, large fries and a DIET coke. 
- Only in Britain... do banks leave both doors open and 
chain the pens to the counters. 
- Only in Britain... do we leave cars worth thousands 
of pounds on the drive and lock our junk and cheap 
lawn mower in the garage. 



RAILWAY CHILDREN'S DAY 
NURSERY 

 
Following a successful festive season, 

where the children enjoyed Christmas plays, 
Christmas parties and a visit from Santa  we 
now start the New Year off with one aim in 
mind and that is to raise as much money as 
possible this year through donations and 
fund raising for HEART LINK, a charity 
brought close to the Nursery as a child who 
now attends the Nursery needed 
hospitalisation at Glenfield, where Heart 
Link supported the parents throughout their 
stay, and continues to do so. 

Heart Link is a registered charity that 
provides accommodation & support for 
relatives of the children needing 
hospitalisation and much needed equipment 
for the Glenfield Hospital, our nearest 
cardiac centre for children. 

Our fundraising events over the next 
year will include: - 
• A raffle to be drawn at our mothers 

day tea party on March 16'h Tickets 
can be purchased from the Nursery or 
Castle Bytham village shop. 

• A family sponsored walk (all 
welcome) on May 12~'. Details to 
follow. A Christmas fare on October 
13'h Details to follow. Thanking you 
in advance for your support. 

For further details please 
telephone 01780 410055 

SP ONSORED  R IDE 
Will take place at Grimsthorpe Park 
on Monday 7th May 2007 - start time 
10 am.  
Any new help would be most welcome - please 
call Rosemary Player 01778 590350.  

The Castle Bytham, Little Bytham, 
Careby and Creeton Sponsored 
Ride Committee are looking for 
someone to set up a web site for the 
event on May 7th.  Anyone who is 
interested and can help please get in touch with 
Rosemary Player at Aunby Tel No 01778 590 350. 
Thank you. 

THE FRIENDS OF THE BYTHAMS SCHOOL 
DISCO! 

After taking the difficult decision to postpone the Valentines Disco, we are holding another in Castle 
Bytham village hall..  Open to all children from the age of 4 to 12 yrs. (inc.) 

 

30th March – 6:30 ‘til  8:00pm  
 

Entrance- £2:00. Free drinks. Snacks and goodies available to purchase on the night.    
Contact details: Jane King 01780410575 

Lit t le  Red .. . .you know who 

I t ook  t wo of m y gra n d s on s  t o t h e  
F reeh a n d  Th e a t re p rodu ct ion  in  Ca s t le 
Byt h a m  villa ge h a ll a t  t h e b egin n in g of 
Feb ru a ry a n d  wh a t  a  t rea t  we a ll h a d !  
E v e r y t h i n g  w a s  f r i e n d l y ,  n o n -
t h rea t en in g, qu iet  a n d  fu n ; id ea l for  
you n g ch ild ren  a n d  t h eir  Gr a n n y. Wh o  
n eed s  fla s h es  a n d  b a n gs  o r  ot h er  
gim m ick s ? 

Th e bes t  b it s  were...t h e  s t ory b ein g 
t old  t o a  t edd y-b e a r , th e  m a n  (S im on ) 
d res s in g u p  a s  t h e wolf, Gra n n y in  t h e 
s u it ca s e, t h e Red  Rid in g Hood  p u p p et  – 
Ben , ju s t  5 ; t h e re d  b ox,  t h e b ea r  
wa n t in g t o b e  th e wolf,  t h e t rees  t h a t  
p op ped  u p  t o m a k e t h e fores t  a n d  t h e 
m e r r y-go- rou n d  in  b e a r ’s  d re a m  – 
Rob in , 3 ½ .  

For  a n  h ou r  t h e a u d ien ce  s a t  
en t h ra lled , a d u lt s  en joyin g t h em s elves  
a s  m u ch  a s  t h e  ch ild ren ! 

Th a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  t o  t h e 
orga n is in g com m it t ee  fo r  a  s u p erb  
a ft ern oon ’s  en t er t a in m en t . 

Hilla ry Lewt h wa it e. 



PRIZE BINGO IN AID OF SENIOR CITIZENS 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

There will be a prize bingo on Saturday 31st 
March at 7.30pm in Castle Bytham village hall 
in aid of the Senior Citizens Christmas lunch.  
To to make a donation or to donate a prize 
please call Angela on 410629 or 410153 
Everyone welcome. 

FOX & HOUNDS PUB QUIZ 
        Th e qu iz on  1 1 th  Feb ru a ry wa s  t h e 
u s u a l fu n .  Th e  Ca r lb y t ea m  ca m e a ga in  
a n d  a ls o ou r  old  fr ien d s  from  Corb y Glen .   
More ch a irs  a re  b ein g ord ere d !  Th e  n ext  
qu iz will b e on  Su n d a y 1 1 t h .  Ma rch   

BROWNIE CRY FOR HELP 
Th e 1 s t  Lit t le Byt h a m  Brown ies  ga ve 

a n  excellen t  a n d  en t er t a in in g p er form a n ce  
of t h eir  p la y, ‘Red , Wh it e a n d  Gold ’ on  
Feb ru a ry 1 4 t h ,  wh ich  wa s  en joyed  b y a ll  of 
t h e a u d ien ce.  Th is  is  on e of t h e m a n y 
a ct ivit ies  t h a t  t h e Brown ies  get  in volved  in . 

However  t h ere  is  a  n eed  for  m or e 
Brown ie lea ders , a s  two lea d ers  a re du e to 
lea ve s oon , oth erwis e th e pa ck  m a y h a ve t o  
clos e d own , wh ich  will b e a  s h a m e.  

To b e a  lea d er , you  d o n ot  h a ve t o 
p os s es s  a n y s p ecia l s k ills , n or  d o you  h a ve  
to h a ve a  ch ild  wh o  is  a  Brown ie.  

To fin d  ou t  m ore, p lea s e con ta ct  Les le y 
Sa le 41 0 3 1 9  

Spring is in the 
Air 

So do join us for at 
H atch er s B ar n , C ar eby  

(by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Cooper-Jones) 

Cheese & Wine 

Saturday 3rd March 
7.30pm 

Tickets £8 
From:- Sarah-Cooper Jones 411291, Marjorie 
Bradshaw 410718. Margaret Creasey 410324, 
Peggy Greaves 410295, Mary Hoyle 410305 



VAL BOWLER 

Born in Sevenoaks, Kent, Val had a 
number of jobs before settling with 
Woolworths where she progressed to setting 
up delicatessen counters in various stores in 
the area. 

She met Les in 1061 and despite having a 
dress ruined by battery acid on her first bike 
ride, it was the ‘real thing’.  Val enjoyed 
motorcycling and had her own machine, 
passing her test first time.  Trips to the Isle of 
Mann were popular holidays for them  

They were married in 1966 and set up 
home in Catford where Nick was born in 
November 1966.  In 1967 they bought a house 
in Maidstone where Sue was born in 1968 .  
In 1971 they moved back to New Cross to 
live above Les’ gun shop and to avoid 
becoming a ‘gun widow’ Val took up pistol 
shooting quite successfully, winning cups 
and medals with both air pistol and the .22 
pistol. 

In 1983 the family moved to Little 
Bytham for a better life style and she became 
sub-postmistress.  Five years later she moved 
to Castle Bytham Stores to work for the 
Collison family. 

When arthritis forced retirement on Val, 
her handicraft skills became an all important 
part of her life, teaching her grandchildren 
sewing, knitting, and cooking together with 
her much loved crochet circle, to which she 
looked forward each week.  Also, despite not 
being to take an active part in his 
motorcycling anymore, she a lways 
encouraged Les in his events, particularly 
those raising money for charity.   

She loved to travel and they enjoyed 
holidays all over the British Isles and Europe 
as well as two memorable trips to Canada 

and Hawaii. 
Two years ago she fell and broke her 

shoulder which left her without use of one 
arm.  It did not, however, break her 
indomitable spirit and she remained cheerful 
throughout this, her arthritis and 
osteoporosis always saying, “There are many 
more much worse off than me” 

 
The following tribute is from her daughter, Sue  

I’d like to tell you what our Mum meant 
to us.  As far back as I can remember 
wherever my Mum was is where I was 
happiest and some things never changed.  
She was my best friend.  I used to ask her if I 
would ever be as fearless and independent as 
Nick and she would laugh and say not unless 
my sense of direction improved!  Mum was 
so proud of Nick who was always off here, 
there and everywhere. 

Mum’s biggest love was her family.  She 
was loving, caring and extremely proud of 
all the things we did.  When her first 
grandchild appeared in 1989 she cried he 
was so perfect and for every grandchild that 
arrived after, she cherished them all.  And, as 
I look at them I see so many of um’s little 
ways in them and they will take with them 
lots of happy memories if their Nan. 

And, finally, my Dad.  She sure did pick 
a diamond, they were truly soul mates and 
made our home one filled with love and lots 
of laughter.  As we say goodbye to our 
precious Mum, I know in my heart she has 
gone to a better place where she can walk tall 
and never be in pain again and although the 
hole in our lives will be huge, I thank God 
that she was our Mum and know that we 
will all carry her in our hearts forever. 



  
LINCO LNSHIRE POLICE 

W itham on the H ill Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Police Station 

Market beeping 
Lincolnshire 

PE6 8PA 
Tel:       01780 752222 
Fax:       01778 341612 

Ext3655 25 January 2007 
D ear Parish C lerk,  
Doorstep Crime. 

I am sure you are all aware of the so called B̀ogus O fficial' crimes, where in the main elderly members of our 
communities become victims of offenders purporting to be representing one organisation or another.  However, 
you may not be aware that the bogus officials are only one part of this area of crime that impacts so heavily on the 
vulnerable members of our society.  Offenders from this same collection are also involved in shoddy services, such as 
resurfacing driveways, tree felling or other gardening or building maintenance jobs, where the price suddenly shoots up to an 
extortionate amount.  All of these offences are part of the ever growing ̀ Doorstep Crime' problem. 

According to official figures on doorstep crime there were some 19,000 offences recorded in 2005 against older people 
throughout the UK in one year.  However, the real figure is much higher with many such incidents going unreported when 
victims either do not notice an offence has been committed or do not wish to report the incident because they feel so 
foolish at being conned.  It is believed that only 1 in 10 of such offences are reported, with which a Help the Aged 
survey in 2002 appears to concur, reporting that some 300 000 people were targeted during a 12 month period! 

There have been several such incidents over the past year across the area that the W itham on the Hill Neighbourhood 
Policing Team covers, with victims not only losing valuables and monies, but also being seriously traumatised by the 
experience of this crime. 

All studies into this problem agree that raising awareness and education are the keys to reducing this crime.  Numerous 
campaigns and leaflets have been circulated amongst our communities, but do the recipients read or even understand the 
messages of advice given?  Are they in a position to fit door chains or know someone who will do this for them? There are 
many other points that are so important to ensure our residents do not become future victims.  W e will not change things over 
night, but by working together with the parish councils I hope to reduce the chance of members of your community from 
becoming a victim. 

Doorstep Crime offenders identify their victims on a regular basis, so why can't we?  W e need to identify those 
persons in your community who fit into the recognised offenders t̀arget' and deliver, in person, if possible the relevant 
message to that person.  It may be in due course that members of the community, possibly members of the parish council are 
trained to continue this role out of information relating to security, the nominated neighbour scheme and other appropriate 
advice. 

Presently, I am asking for your support and help in identifying members of your parish who you consider are vulnerable 
and at risk from this type of crime.  The accepted offenders t̀arget' is "Female, living alone with an average age of 81 years".  
Have you got such a person in your parish?  W hilst this cannot be the exact rule, with victims also being male, it gives an area to 
start our search. 

To further this project I am asking for a member of your Parish Council, who would be available during the 
daytime, to become our contact point in order that this important area can be progressed. 

W e look forward to hearing from you and can be contacted on the telephone number at the head of the page or 
by e-mail at reg.burrell@ lincs.pnn police.uk or zoe.arnold@ lincs.pnn.police. uk 
Kind regards, 
Pc 72 Reg Burrell & PCSO Zoe Arnold (W itham on the Hill Neighbourhood Policing Team) 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
ROAD CLOSURES 

1        Lincs CC advise that the B1176 will be closed to through traffic from CAREBY to AUNBY FORD  
From Monday 19th Feb for approximately 5 weeks to allow essential maintenance 
to take place.  (The ‘official’ diversion route envisages using the A6121 through Ryhall and Carlby.) 

2 CREETON Counthorpe Lane to Creeton Village (B1176) from March 12th to March 31st 
3 CASTLE BYTHAM Glen Road from water Lane to River Bridge from March 12th for 14 days. 
Any queries to Will Suttill (Lincolnshire County Council) on 01522 553106 



BYTHAMS SCHOOL OPEN DAY AND SPRING NEWS  
An  im porta n t da te for  you r  d ia r ies  for  March  th is  year  is  th e 2 8 t h- a  ch a n ce 
to com e a lon g to th e Bythams School Open Day , run n ing from  2 -5pm .  
If you  a re a t a ll in teres ted  in  wha t is  h a ppen in g in  th e sch ool, th is  is  a n  
inva lua ble  oppor tu n ity to com e a lon g, join  in  a nd  be par t of th e sch ool for 
a n  a ftern oon .  Th ere is  p len ty h appening; a t 2 .50pm , we will h ave th e 
officia l open in g of th e sch ool’s  n ew adven tu re tr ail – an  exciting ou tdoor  
tr a il com plete with  obstacles a n d  ba la n ces – a  grea t su ccess for  u sin g u p  a ll 

th e energy s tored  u p  from  ra in y, cold  da ys  in s ide! 
 A b ig th an k  you  m u st go to th e Fr ien ds  of Byth a m s Sch ool, wh o h ave don a ted  the m oney for  

develop in g th e tr ia l from  all th e fun d ra is in g a ctivities  tha t th ey orga n ise th rou gh ou t th e yea r .  Com e 
a lon g a nd  h ave a  go you rself! Wellies  a re com pu lsory a t th is  s ta ge, bu t bark ch ipp in gs are on  th eir 
way.  

Du r in g the cou rse of th e a ftern oon , Afr ican  Ark  Artists  from  Nottin gh a m  will be tak in g the 
ch ildren  th rou gh  a  ser ies  of a r t worksh ops, celebra tin g mu lticu ltu ra lism  th rou gh  a r t - th is  is  a  
gra nd  fin ale to m u ch  of the work  th a t we h ave done on  the exp ress ion  of a r ts  th rou gh  d ifferen t 
m ediu m s an d  cu ltu res.  

There will a lso be th e cha n ce to see h ow ou r  SMARTb oards work .  With  one in  every cla ssroom, 
th e ch ild ren  h ave becom e very a dep t a t u s in g th em .  Loggin g on to th e a ttra ctive edu ca tion al s ites  on  
th e in tern et is  n ow com m onpla ce with in  lesson s , a n d  a  wh ole-sch ool week  h a s  ju st been  completed 
look ing a t Ta ke On e Pictu re w w w .tak eonepictu re.org.uk  - an  oppor tu n ity to look  a t a  Reu bens 
p ictu re d irectly from  the Na tion al Ga llery. 

We h ave h ad  a  bu m per  year  for  app lica tion s to S ta m ford  Sch ools  via  the sch ola r sh ip  
exa min a tion  – 9  of our  Y6 a tten ded th e day on  Sa tu rday 27 th J a n ua ry, with  6  of th ese pup ils  h a ving 
bein g offered  sch ola r sh ip s- excellen t r esu lts!  For  th e fir st time, S tam ford  Sch ools  a re a lso offer ing 
Sa tu rda y m orn in g ta ster  session s  in  Mu sic, Eu ropea n  Lan gu a ges , Ma th em a tical Problem  Solving 
an d  Scien ce over  fou r  weeks in  March  for  Yea r  5  an d  6  ch ild ren - an d  ma ny h ave a lrea dy signed u p . 

Spor tin g su ccesses a t th e sch ool con tin u e – th e Byth am s n etba ll team  ha s won  the la s t five 
m a tch es ou t of seven  – th e bes t win  of all b eing 14-0 again st Malcolm  Sa rgean t – n ot bad for  a 
sch ool wh o on ly h ave a  th ird  of the pup ils  to ch oose from  th an  Ma lcolm  Sergean t!  The team  a re 
look ing a t ta k in g the ch a mpion sh ip ; we wait to h ea r  h ow th e other  team s fa re in  th e ga mes th ey 
h a ve yet to p la y in  th e leagu e.  Footba ll is  a lso on  a  winn in g s treak , with  on e ga me a gain st St 
Gilber t’s  u n der  t h e belt  bu t  t h e wea th er  n eeds  t o im prove s o we can  keep  on  p la yin g.   

Keep  it  u p ! 
Niam h Tye  

 

THE FRIENDS OF THE BYTHAMS SCHOOL 
Hanging Basket offer 

FOBS have once again joined forces with Lilfords Nursery at Gosberton to supply hanging baskets.  
Each lined wicker basket contains;  
                                                              Bacopa Snowflake/ Bacopa blue…1 
                                                              Verbena Trailing………………….1 
                                                              Trailing Petunias (Surfinia)………3 
                                                              Nepeta…………………………….1 
                                                              Fuchsia or Geranium……………...1 

Last year these proved to be very popular, and we had many requests to repeat the offer. 
Each basket costs £7.50 from which school receives a donation.  To order, drop a cheque in at either 
village shop, or at school f.a.o. fobs, made payable to ‘Friends of the Bythams School’, with your name, 
address, tel. no., and quantity required on the back.  Orders must be in by 19th March, with baskets 
arriving at school 14th to 25th May, ready to hang.  Collection/delivery to you will then be arranged.  

A sample photo is in each village shop.  Contents may vary. 
Contact details: Guy Turner on 07977573937 

TO BRIGHTEN THE DAY….JUST ADD WATER! 



A gather ing of ladies, skein s of wool 
steadily unwin din g as they dip and weave 
their crochet h ooks in and ou t of var iou s 
garmen ts for two solid h ou rs a t a  tim e m ay 
sou n d an old fash ioned and borin g occasion 
but the Castle Bytham crochet group most 
certa in ly is n ot!  This weekly get-together 
m akes for  a  relaxin g, deligh tfu lly 
en ter ta in ing an d produ ctive a ftern oon . 

Wh ilst doin g someth ing u seful, th e 
talen ted and indu str iou s members, midst 
lau ghter, th e sharin g of trou bles and the 
putting to r igh ts of man y a worldly issue, 
rea lly do en joy themselves. Their deft fingers 
working a t a pace, they produ ce one 
colourfu l garmen t after another a lmost all of 
wh ich are donated and m ost delivered 
persona lly, to one ch aritable cau se or 
an other. 

Rose, wh om  you  kn ow well by n ow an d 
wh o is a residen t of Castle Bytham, is 
respon sible for  fou n d in g th e grou p.    It 's  
in st iga tor  an d organ iser ,  sh e is a lso it 's  
m os t com peten t tu tor .  Woe betide 
anyone wh o doesn 't do a proper  job!  I for 
one, have su ffered the astu teness of her 
eagle eye!  'Th a t 'll h ave to come down ' she 
in sists as I'm a t least ha lf way u p the back 
of m y latest cardigan ' Th ose edges aren 't 
s tra igh t!'  And come down it does un til 
u n der Rose's prom ptin g 'A job worth  doin g 
is  worth  doin g well!' and her  pa tien t, 
determined tuition, I at last pass qu ality 
control! 

So popu lar h as the crochet grou p 
become th at in stead of taking turn s in  each 
other 's h ou ses, it will soon  be a ca se of 
h ir ing the village ha ll.  No hear th, n o h ome 
fires, wh ich  makes it so special, burnin g 
there! 

There's Suzie and Sylvia, Mary and Sally. 
J une's making a  jumper and Vanda has just 
finished yet an other  beau tifu l baby blan ket. 
J ill, abou t to cast on the stitches for  her 
la test crea tion is  addin g to the supply of 
tiny h ooded jackets for the neon a ta l u nit a t 
Peterborough h ospita l, s ized spot on for 
their  prem ature babies.  Hilary's ha ts on 
the other  h and, will help to keep the 
orphan s of Rum an ia a little warmer in their 
m iserably cold win ters. 

Betty sits quietly through out but loves 
the compan y becau se she lives a lone.  But 
oh my goodness - wh at is she doing!  She's 

kn ittin g!  'Quick!'  Hilary sh ou ts a warnin g 
'Here comes Rose - put it away 
immediately - we're on ly a llowed to crochet!' 
But Betty is the only on e to get away with it, 
her needles clicking fur iou sly to make 
matinee jacket after ja cket for abandoned 
babies abroad. 

We go to th e ' Car  Wash ' when  it 's 
Sheila's turn, the entran ce to her dr iveway 
being completely overhun g with  the tra ilin g 
branches of two huge weepin g willows. 
Bran ches swishin g completely over  each 
car, it 's ju st like going throu gh a car wash . 
And it 's a t Sheila's tha t we can 't wa it for the 
coffee break when she makes her 
spectacu lar entran ce.  Piled high is a pla tefu l 
of the m ost deliciou s cheese scones you 've 
ever tasted!  Before J une can complete her 
row of trebles, the wh ole lot have been 
devoured!  'Stron g m ature cheddar, a good 
pin ch of m u s ta r d  a n d  p a pr ik a  is  t h e  
s ecr e t ' Sh e ila  a s s u r es  u s  a s  we  a ll 
d em an d  th e r ecip e .  Not  t o say tha t 
Mary's h ome made gin ger biscu its are an y 
less deliciou s!   

Yarn s for the crocheting seem to appear 
by the m agic bagfu l as if from  thin a ir . 
Sh ops don ate old stock an d friends an d 
neighbours with left over wool give willingly. 
Th ere's never  an  excu se n ot to be workin g 
on  someth in g new!  The fabu lou sly or igin a l 
bag, for in stan ce, m ade fr om  twis ted 
colou red s tr ip s of old  p olyth en e ba gs a ll 
kn otted togeth er , en cou rages u s a ll to 
u se our initiative. 

Apart from the occasiona l brief 
appearan ce of a h usband here and there as 
he pops h is head roun d the door then ru n s 
away in fr ight at the sigh t of so man y 
women a ll a t on ce - and Harry wh o 
generou sly sews on the bu tton s - the Castle 
Bytham crochet group is a ladies-only affa ir. 
As su ch, it proves that the good old 
fash ioned get together especia lly with it 's 
cheese scones and ginger biscu its bea ts 
your modern  techn ology and the resultin g 
isola tion tha t br ings, by a mile. 
More than a m ile - miles maybe - m iles of 
rows of crochet - all of which, whilst 
keeping the ladies of Castle Byth am and 
anyone else wh o cares to join the grou p 
con ten t, go towards making man y a life of 
the needy ju st th at little bit warmer and 
br igh ter! 

SINGLES, DOUBLES, TREBLES, - JUMPERS, SCARVES AND BLANKETS...'by Elaine Margiotta 



ANYTHING GOES  
Th is  is  ju s t  a  s h or t  r ep or t  a s  I h a ve 

m is s ed  th e dea d lin e.   We  h a d  a n  excellen t  
Mem bers  even in g a t  m y h ou s e a n d  a b ou t  
40  a t t en d ed  a n d  t h ey were ver y n ois y!! 
However , we h a d  a  lot  of offer s  t o a r r a n ge  
even t s  for  t h e com in g yea r .   A very va r ied  
collec t ion  t o m a k e u p  t h e  p rogra m m e a n d  
th ere s h ou ld  b e  s om eth in g for  ever yon e to  
en joy.  Th e d ra ft  p rogra m m e is  n ea r ly 
rea d y t o give  t o Ga r ry J a m is on  wh o m a k es  
u s  s u ch  a  p rofes s ion a l fin is h ed  a r t icle.   

We h a ve given  Th e Glen s id e News  a  
s u b s t a n t ia l d on a t ion  a n d  a n ot h er  t o t h e  
Ca s t le Byt h a m  Villa ge Ha ll.  We a re s t ill 
en rollin g m ore m em b ers  a n d  s eem  t o be  
goin g from  s t r en gth  t o s t r en gt h  a n d  we  
n ow h a ve m en  join in g u s .  

Th ere were 22  a t  t h e Din n er  a t  t h e 
Olive Bra n ch  a n d  it  wa s  a  b it  of a  s qu eeze  
bu t  I t h in k  everyon e en joyed  t h em s elves .  
It  wa s  u n for t u n a te  th a t  on e of th e 
wa it r es s es  a llot t ed  t o u s  ca lled  in  s ick  ju s t  
before t h e s t a r t .  

Th e n ext  even t  is  t o  be h eld  on  Ma rc h  
9 t h  a n d  is  a  “Cr a ft y” Even in g in  t h e Ca s t le  
Byt h a m  Villa ge H a ll a r r a n ged  by J ea n  
Ma rs h a ll (01 7 80  41 0 4 6 7).   Plea s e  let  h er  
kn ow if you  a re a t t en d in g b y Ma rch  2 n d.   
Mem bers  £ 3  a n d  Vis it or s  £ 5  

Th e Fren ch  Even in g orga n is ed  b y 
Mu r iel Cook e wit h  food  a n d  win e from  
Fra n ce h a s  been  b rou gh t  forw a rd  t o  Sa t  
Ma ch  1 7 th  a n d  t h e t ick et s  a re £1 5  a n d  £ 1 7  
for  gu es t s  a n d  th es e a re lim ited . Plea s e  
con t a ct  Mu riel on  0 17 8 0  4 1 05 0 2  

Pa t  Bowles  

Dear Mr Blair, 
 I wa s  r ea d in g m y D a ily B la h  t h e  o th er  d a y 

wh en  I s a w s om et h in g th a t  m a d e  m y b lood  b oil; I 
t h ou gh t  I d on ’t b e lieve  it!  I a m  s or ry t o in t er ru pt  
you r  b u s y d a y b u t  I fe lt  I h a d  t o  wr it e  t o you .   I am  
of cou r s e r efe r r in g to  th e  dec is ion  t o b a n  s m ok in g 
in  p u b s  a n d  s u ch  lik e  p la ces .   Now I a m  ju s t  a  
p oor  p en s ion er  a n d h a ve n o t b een  a b le  t o a fford  
m y own s  fa gs  for  m a n y yea r s  n ow.  I h a ve r e lied  
on  wea lt h ier  m a t es  t o  p u ff a wa y in  t h e  Fox  a n d 
C a s t le  so  I ca n  ge t m y fix  of n icot in e.   Th is  is  
t yp ica l of a  G ove rn m en t  t h a t  n ever  gives  a  t h ou gh t  
for  u s  o ld  fo lk .  I wou ld  lik e  t o s u gges t  t h a t you  
give  u s  a n  a llowa n ce  for  win t e r  Ma c in t os h es  a n d  
u m b re lla s  s o  we ca n  follow t h e well off s m ok ers  
ou t s id e  s o wh en  t h ey ligh t  u p we ca n  s t a n d d own  
win d  a n d  h opefu lly ge t  in  a  few lu n gs  fu ll of th e ir  
s m ok e  from  t im e  t o  t im e .   It  m igh t  a ls o  h e lp  if t h e 
D ep a r t m en t  o f Pu b lic  S p a ces  cou ld  offer  d es ign  
gu id a n ce  for  p u b  ca r  p a rk s  t o  s t op  th e  s m oke 
b e in g b lown  a rou n d  t oo m u ch .    My legs  a r e  n ot 
wh a t  t h ey were a n d  t oo m u ch  ru n n in g a rou n d 
a ft e r  fr ee  s m ok e wou ld  n o t  b e good  fo r  m y h ea r t . 

Wh ile  I a m  on  t h e s u b jec t  I wa n t  you  t o  do 
s om e t h in g a b ou t ou r fr ee b u s  p a s s es  I u n d er s t a n d  
we  will b e  ge t t in g t h is  yea r .  Th is  is  a ll fin e  a n d 
d a n d y for  t h e  fo lk  t h a t  a c t u a lly h a ve a  b u s  s e rvice 
b u t  wh a t  I wa n t  t o  k n ow is  h ow d o  I s u e  m y fr ee  
p a s s  wh en  th er e a r e  n o b u s es ?  I wa s  wa n d er in g if 
you  cou ld  m a k e t h em  a  b it  m ore  flex ib le  s o we  
cou ld  t r a d e  t h em  for  s om e t h in g m ore  u s efu l like  
lu n ch  a t t h e p u b or a  yea r ’s  s u b s c r ip t ion  to 
Pla ym a t e  Mon t h ly.   In  fa c t I wou ld  lik e t o s u gges t  
you  n eed  t o  t e ll t h a t  n ice  Mr  B rown  to  n ex t  d oor  to 
s or t  ou t  a ll t h is  s or t  of s t u ff b efore  h e  m oves  in to 
you r  p la ce .   Th e  ot h er  d a y I go t a n  in com e t ax  
d em a n d  from  h im  t h a t s eem s t o wr it t en  in  
S a n s k r it  or  p erh a p s  Wels h ?   An ywa y on e  of Mr  
B rown ’s  m in ion s  is  t h r ea t en in g t o ch a rge m e 
in t er es t  on  m y u n p a id  t a x ,  wh ich  is  a  b it  s t ra n ge  
s in ce  I on ly h a ve  m y p en s ion  a n d  t h e  p os t  office 
s a vin g s t a m p s  I b ou gh t t o ce leb ra t e VE d a y.  I 
t h in k  t h ey h a ve  t h e  wron g Mr  Meld rew b u t  every 
t im e I p h on e t h em  t h e  la d y on  t h e p h on e r efu s es  
t o  s p ea k  t o  m e a n d  k eep s  t e llin g m e  t o  “p res s  3  if I 
wa n t  t o  r ep or t a  t ax  dod ge r  t o t h e  In la n d 
Reven u e”.   I h a ve  a  fee lin g s h e  does n ’t  r ea lly s p eak  
En glis h  a n d  h a s  ju s t le a rn t h er t e lep h on e  s p eech  
from  a  b ook or  som e t h in g. 

Fin a lly,  I h op e  you  a n d  t h a t  n ice wife  of you r s , 
C h er ry,  h a d  a  good  h olid a y wit h  Mr  BeeG ee a n d I 
h op e  h is  p r a c t ic in g h is  s on gs  d id  n ot  k eep you  
a wa k e a ll n igh t .   I k n ow from  m y t im e  a s  t h e  
u n d e r  d ep u t y n igh t  m a n a ge r  a t t h e a ll n igh t s t ore 
in  Pick wor t h  wh a t  a  b u s y t im e s en ior  ex ecu t ives  
h a ve .   You  n eed you r  r e s t  an d  t im e t o  t h in k  a bou t  
t h e  m es s  t h e cou n t ry is  in  b efo re you  h a n d over  
t h e  r e in s .   Keep  u p  th e  good  work . 

Y ou rs  S in cere ly , 

Victor Meldrew  
S ecre ta ry , Ca s tle  B y tha m  Gru m p y  Old  Men ’s  

Club 

A beautiful blonde calls her boyfriend and says, "Please 
come over here and help me. I have a killer jigsaw puzzle, 
and I can't figure out how to get started.  
Her boyfriend asks, "What is it supposed to be when it's 
finished?"  
The blonde says, "According to the picture on the box, it's 
a Rooster."  
Her boyfriend decides to go over and help with the 
puzzle.  She lets him in and shows him where she has the 
puzzle spread all over the table.  
He studies the pieces for a moment, then looks at the box, 
then turns to her and says, "First of all, no matter what we 
do, we're not going to be able to assemble these pieces 
into anything resembling a Rooster."  
He takes her hand and says, "Secondly, I want you to 
relax.  Let's have a nice cup of tea, and then.....", he said 
with a deep sigh, . . "Let's put all these Corn Flakes back 
in the box."  



JUST A LAUGH - I hope. 
1. Two blondes walk into a building..........you'd think at least 
one of them would have seen it.  
2. Phone answering machine message - "...If you want to buy 
marijuana, press the hash key..." 
3. A guy walks into the psychiatrist wearing only Clingfilm 
for shorts.  The shrink says, "Well, I can clearly see you're 
nuts." 
4. I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day but I 
couldn't find any. 
5. I went to the butchers the other day and I bet him 50 quid 
that he couldn't reach the meat off the top shelf.  He said, "No, 
the steaks are too high." 
6. My friend drowned in a bowl of muesli.  A strong currant 
pulled him in. 
7. A man came round in hospital after a serious accident.  He 
shouted, "Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my legs!" The doctor 
replied, "I know you can't, I've cut your arms off". 
8. I went to a seafood disco last week...and pulled a muscle. 
9. Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly.  They lit a fire 
in the craft, it sank, proving once and for all that you can't 
have your kayak and heat it. 
10. Our ice cream man was found lying on the floor of his van 
covered with hundreds and thousands. Police say that he 
topped himself. 
11. Man goes to the doctor, with a strawberry growing out of 
his head. Doc says "I'll give you some  cream to put on it." 
12. 'Doc I can't stop singing The Green, Green Grass of Home' 
"That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome.  ' Is it common?'  "It's 
not unusual." 
13. A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet.  "My dog is cross-
eyed, is there anything you can do for him?"   "Well," said the 

vet, "let's have a look at him"  So he picks the dog up and 
examines his eyes, then he checks his teeth.  Finally, he says, 
"I'm going to have to put him down."  "What? Because he's 
cross-eyed?"  "No, because he's really heavy" 
14. Guy goes into the doctor's.  "Doc, I've got a cricket ball 
stuck up my backside."  "How's that?"  "Don't you start." 
15. Two elephants walk off a cliff...boom, boom! 
16. What do you call a fish with no eyes?  A fsh. 
17. So I was getting into my car, and this bloke says to me  
"Can you give me a lift?"  I said "Sure, you look great, the 
world's your oyster, go for it.' 
18. Apparently, 1 in 5 people in the world are Chinese.  There 
are 5 people in my family, so it must be one of them.  It's 
either my mum or my Dad, or my older Brother Colin, or my 
younger Brother Ho-Cha-Chu?  But I think its Colin. 
19. Two fat blokes in a pub, one says to the other "Your 
round." The other one says "So are you, you fat b*****d!" 
20. Police arrested two kids yesterday, one was drinking 
battery acid, and the other was eating fireworks.  They 
charged one and let the other one off. 
21. "You know, somebody actually complimented me on my 
driving today.  They left a little note on the windscreen.  It  
said, 'Parking Fine.'  So that was nice." 
22. A man walked into the doctors, he said,  "I've hurt my arm 
in several places"  The doctor said, "Well don't go there 
anymore" 
23. Ireland's worst air disaster occurred early this morning 
when a small two-seater Cessna plane crashed into a cemetery.  
Irish search and rescue workers have recovered 1826 bodies so 
far and expect that number to climb as digging continues into  
the night. 


