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TSUNAMI BOOK APPEAL

You will all recall the tsunami
disaster when so many people of all
nationalities lost so much -
possessions, family and friends - even
their lives

In Sri Lanka, 500 miles of coastal
region were devastated and everything
Much effort into

lost. has gone

repairing the physical and material
losses and damage but one small area
which needs help is children’s books.
Sri Lanka has one of the highest
literacy rates in the world so the lack
of books has hit the children there
particularly hard. So can we help? If
your children have grown up why not
donate the books they have finished
with or if they are still young and
reading this type of book, ask them if
there are any they wont read again
and would like to give to these very
needy children. If you have any please
give Fiona Broadbent a call on 01780
410695. is 36 Bytham

Heights, Castle Bytham.

Her address

COMPUTER

Regrettably this month’s magazine may
be shorter than usual and some items
may be missing. For this | apologise
but from ‘deadline day’ on 15th until
the 20th my computer has been out of
ACR

is not

action in a computer shop

Computers) in Stamford. It
properly fixed yet and | am still unable
to receive e-mails. However, with the
help of friends in the village who have
picked up my incoming mail, most of it
will be in. So, if | have missed anything
important, again my apologies. It might
that the number of

mean, also,

mistakes increases. “Is that possible?’ |

hear you ask.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

W ith Little Bytham’s Parish

Council now being formed, the local

elections are complete. Five people
were nominated, leaving two vacancies
to be filled.Those nominated were:-

John Sharpe

W enda Murphy

Peter Jones

Diana Harris

Kirstie Bland

W HEELIE BINS
| think the greatest problem with
wheelie bins, generally, is difficulty in
understanding what where.
SKDC

instructions including a very useful disc

goes

certainly issued plenty of

showing where a large number of

different items go. But by being so

specific, and necessarily so, it created

some confusion about things not

directly mentioned -well it did with us
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anyway. As an example it said in the
blurb that wearable clothes should be
put it the recyclable bin implying, to me
anyw ay, that unusable clothes or rags
shoes) shouldn’t.

@(ncluding single

W rong!l All such material goes in the
silver bin.

There is also the anecdotal tale of
the silver bin that was rejected because
an inspector saw a Snicker’s wrapper in
it. There is no suggestion that this was
SKDC,who hopefully do not waste our
this

money employing inspectors for

purpose.

Copy Deadlines

New advertisemerts or amendments by 13th day
of the month. COPY by 15th day of the month.

The views expressed by the individual
contributors to the magazine are not necessarily
those of the editor or the magazine. Similarly, we
cannot accept responsibility for goods or services
obtained through these adverisements

ADVERTISING RATES
From 1st May, 2007

per  per

month year
FullPage £13 £130
1/2 page £7 £70
1/3 Page £5 £50
1/4 Page £4 £40
1/6 Page £3.50 £30
1/8 Page £3 £25

Postal Copies will be
charged at £12.50 per
year




The Revd Jo Saunders
01780 480479 revjosaunders@aol.com

A visitor to one of our churches recently, a city — dweller, remarked that the pace of life here is
very slow. | suggested that he might look at the latest copy of the Glenside news, which would
soon show him that village life is very active and full. As well as Little Bytham fete, the
Midsummer Fair at Castle Bytham, Pat Bowles’ famous Pimms and Puds event and Careby’s
Summer barbecue, we have two musical events for you. On Tuesday July 10™ at 7.30 the choir
of Bourne Abbey and our own church choir will join forces to present a concert in Castle Bytham
Church. Tickets for this are only £5, with free admission for children. There will be the usual
excellent Castle Bytham refreshments during the interval. Tickets are available from church
members or at the door. Then on Sunday July 29"., the choir of All Saints Stamford will present a
short concert in Little Bytham church at 6.00. Admission to this is free. Do come and support

one or both of these events, and enjoy good music on a summer evening.

| asked recently if anyone had unwanted academic gowns which they would be prepared to give
or lend the choir. | was overwhelmed by the response too this. Then Sarah Lewthwaite, of Little
Bytham, kindly offered to make us a set of ten robes, which are beautiful. We are extremely
grateful to Sarah for this. | am now in the embarrassing position of having to say that if you would
like your gown returned to you, | will readily do so. If, on the other hand, you have no further use
for it, we will keep it, in the hope that still more choir members will come forward. And, of course,
if you are still thinking about joining the choir, why not come along to practice one Tuesday at
8.00 in Castle Bytham church? We are happy to accept whatever commitment people can offer,
so if you could only manage one Sunday a month, or even just festivals, you will still be welcome,
and you will find practices very friendly and enjoyable.

On a more sombre note, | recently received a leaflet on the importance of making a Will. From
personal experience, | know what problems arise when someone dies without having done so,
and would urge everyone, irrespective of age, to consider giving their will some thought. | can
quite understand that many people have a dread of doing this, and an even greater dread of
making plans for their funeral, though they will often comment, after singing a favourite hymn, ‘I'm
going to have thatatmyfuneral.’vet funeral plans are important, too, and | am always willing to
discuss plans with anyone. So often, families have no idea what their loved one would have
wanted, and it makes a difficult time so much more bearable if they know that they are acting in
accordance with that person’s wishes. Do let me know if you would ever like to discuss any
aspects of this.

One of the rewards of parish ministry is the number of people willing give of their time, talents and
expertise to help us maintain our buildings. | am particularly grateful to those who keep our
churchyards neat and tidy, who deal with our heating systems, clean the churches, arrange
flowers and many other jobs. Recently Nigel Allsopp spotted what he believes to be Death Watch
Beetle damage in Castle Bytham church. We are currently anxiously awaiting further specialist
investigation, but meanwhile we are grateful to Nigel for his prompt action in alerting us (and, of

course, for being in church in the first place to carry out another repair job!)

We mark two special festivals this month — St Peter on July 1%, with Evensong (and refreshments
afterwards) at Creeton, at 6.00, and St James (also with refreshments) at Castle Bytham at 7.00
on July25th. What better way to spend a summer evening?

With every good wish

Jo



CHURCH INFORMATION Services in July

CASTLE BYTHAM | LITTLE BYTHAM CAREBY CREETON
6.00pm
Evensong with
Sunday 1st 9.00am hym ns -
St. Peter Holy Communion Patronal Festival
(efreshments
afterwards)
10.00am
W ednesday 4th B
Morning Prayer
Sunday 8th 9.00am 11.00am
Tnmty5 Holy Communion Family Service

W ednesday 11th

10.00am
Morning Prayer

Sunday 15th 6.00pm 9.00am
Trinity6 Evensong Holy Communion
10.00am
W ednesday 18th R
Morning Prayer
Sunday 22nd 11.00am 9.00am
StMaryMagdalene Family Service Holy Communion
10.00am
Morning Prayer
7.00pm
W ednesday 25th .
St hmes Holy Commumion
Patronal Festival
(fefreshments
afterwards)
10.00am

Sunday 29th

Holy Communion

9.00am 6.00pm
Sunday August 5th X .
Holy Communion Compline
CHURCH FLOWER ROTA
(*including Careby cleaning rota)
CASTLE LITTLE CAREBY* CREETON

ey BYTHAM BYTHAM

Sunday 1st Mrs D. Porter Matilda Thompson Mrs J. Machin Ziggy Samler
Sunday 8th Mrs J. Flower Matilda Thompson Mrs J. Machin Ziggy Samler

Sunday 15th

Mrs J. Flower

Sheila bnes

Mrs J. Machin

Anne Garbutt

Sunday 22nd

Mrs M. Browmlow

Sheila bnes

Mrs V. Dennis

Anne Garbutt

Sunday 29th

Mrs M. Browmlow

Judy Turner

Mrs V. Dennis

Jne King

Sunday August 5th

Heather Stafford

Mrs V. D ennis

Jane King




CoLiN GRAYSON
1934 - 2007

Born in Nettleham, near Lincoln on 23™ March, 1934 Colin moved to Castle Bytham
in 1947 when his Mother and Father took over the village shop and Post Office. He went to
Stamford School where, apart from doing well academically, he excelled at sport, particularly
cricket. He was a contemporary and friend of M.K.J. (Mike) Smith who later captained the
England and Warwickshire cricket sides.

Although he had the opportunity to go to Oxford University, he chose to remain in
the village and work with his parents at the shop aided by his then girl-friend, Shirley, whom
he married in 1956. They all lived and worked in the shop, baking bread and making cakes
on the premises. Indeed, when their first child, Kimberley, was due in the winter of 1959,
Shirley had to wait until the bread mixing was finished before they could take her to hospital
and then the weather was so severe Colin and Shirley’s father had to dig the car out of the
snow three times on the way to hospital. Their second child, Joanne, was born in 1961.

One of the highlights of those days was the picture show in the reading room next to
the shop on Friday evenings when they showed such films as ‘Old Mother Riley’ and Laurel
and Hardy.

They gave up the shop in 1973 and moved into the bungalow they had built in the
orchard behind the shop, turning the rest of the orchard into a tennis court and bowling green.
There they stayed until they moved into Glen Road.

After they gave up the shop, Colin worked for Pearl Assurance until retirement. He
then took a job with Bullimores at their Woolfox quarry where he remained until his
condition made it impossible for him to carry on.

Among his many other interests were Stamford School, where he was a long-time
supporter and one-time chairman of the Old Stamfordians. He was a member of both the
Parish and the Parochial Church Councils, both of which he served for many years. Indeed
his devotion to the church, although very personal was long standing and he was Church-
Warden at St. James’ for over twenty-five years.

Colin died in the Brownlow Unit at Newton House Care Home in Grantham on 14™,
April, 2007 after a long and distressing illness during which he was cared for devotedly by
Shirley. We offer our deepest sympathy to Shirley and her family.

MicHaeL Twice
1969—2007

Michael Twigg was born in Grantham Hospital on 20th. June, 1969 and came to live in
Castle Bytham when he was fifteen months old. Here he grew up and attended Castle
Bytham Primary School for a short while before going to Bluecoat Primary School in
Stamford and then to Exeter School

Michael had many problems with his health, epilepsy and later diabetes from which he
sadly died in a diabetic coma on 4th. March, 2007. He was a nephew of Gina Ellington,
whose death we reported last month and cousin to Jodie Brown who was killed, with her boy
friend in an accident on the A1 on 12th. May.

We offer our sympathy to the family in these very sad losses.



DIARY
(CBVH = CASTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)
LBVH = LITTLE BYTHAM VILLAGE HALL)

JILYEVENTS

Sunday 1st Anything Goes Pimms & Nibbles Party
(page 9)

W ednesday 4th South W itham Archaeological Group
meeting at the Angel, S. W itham, at 7.30 pm
‘Talk on latest local research’

saturpay 7TH CAREBY SUMMER BARBEQUE eace
7)

Tuesday 10th. Bourne Abbey Choir concert in St.
Jmes’ Church Castle B. (page 2)

W ednesday 1 1th. Castle Bytham N eighbourhood
W atch meeting page 10)

Thursday 12th Anything Goes visit to Rockingham
Castle (page 9)

Friday 13th. Bombs & Blackberries performance by
Bythams School (page 7)

Saturday 14th. Spinney Afternoon

Friday 20th. Pimms, Puds & Cheese party (page 8)

Saturday 28th GLENSIDE FLOWER SHOW
(pages 6 & 7)

Sunday 29th All Saints, Stamford, Choir concert in &.
Medard’s Church, Little B (page 2 )

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

August 7th. Anything Goes visit to Foxton Lock (page 9)

D ecember 1st. Bingo in aid of Multiple Sclerosis and
Cancer Research (page 7 )

YOUNG BRITONS
‘When I was a lad we learned that Britain was neat;
We all did our best and were taught not to hate.
We lived off the land and worked hard for our pay,
Found time to indulge in some light-hearted play.

Schooldays were fun, for we knew where we stood.
The guidelines were there and we had to be good.

‘We were caned for infringements and we'd get another,
If we dared to rush home and complain to our mother.

We all knew the Bobby who kept us in fear,
Of riding our bikes with no lamps at the rear.
And we were afraid he'd appear at our door,
If we stepped outside the long arm of the law.

Then came conscription, I was a recruit,

With smart uniform---my new khaki suit.

‘We'd be on a charge if at morning inspection,
Our boots or our dress weren't up to perfection.

We couldn't complain or even get bitter,

But it did us all good and we got fitter and fitter.
I learned a good trade and enjoyed the new thrill,
Of handling a rifle and smart marching drill.

Now I'm an old man who's got old in the tooth.

I sit back and wonder what's happened to youth.
I'm sure it would help if they brought back the cane,
And not interfere if Mum smacks them again!

Probably not politiaally corved— but good sense all the same!! E d.

REGULAR EVENTS

Taekwondo - Monday evenings in CBVH 6.15pm
to 7.45pm Details ring 410189

Badminton — Monday evenings in CBVH- §pm—
10pmDetails 410441 or 410235

Guides Meeting Details 410510 or 410319

Bowls Tuesdays in CBVH 7.30 pm

* Water Colour Classes Wednesdays (during term
time)in LBVH 10 am to lpm.

Brownies .Details 410510 or 410319

Keep Fit Classes Wednesdays in CBVH at 7 pm.

Details ring 01778 425392 or 01476
861683

Rainbow Guides Details 410510 or 410319

Coffee Morning — 1st. Thursday every month in

LBVH—10.30am to noon

Parent and Toddlers Fridays 10.30 am to noon in
CBVH —ring Fiona 410016

Day Nursery Monday to Friday - pre-school care 0
to 5 years. Details 410055

Bythams After School Club Monday to Friday
Primary School Care & Holiday Cover.
Details 410055

(*In term time)

WEATHER REPORT—MAY

RAINFALL (T.R.R.)

TEMPERATURE (H.G.B.)

?2?? m.m. inches
May
- » 2
st - 7th. c : Night-time
8th. - 14th. ?22? 7? Lowest minimum: - ° on the 30th.
15th. - 21st. n? ?? Highest minimum: 13° on the 24th.
22nd. - 28th. 2?27? n? Daytime
29999999 29 29 Lowest maximum: 9° on the 27th
Highest maximum: 23° on the 24th
Total for Month m? ?2??
222222222222 ?2?2? 22?




The Glenside

FLOWER SHOW

Little Bytham Village Hall
Saturday 28th July 2007
3.00 p.m.

Classes for
Vegetables * Fruit * Flowers
* Floral Arrangements * Art * Crafts *
* Cakes & Preserves *
* Children’s Classes *

CASH PRIZES - AWARDS - TROPHIES
Full schedule and entry form in this issue

All enquiries to Ken or Lin Achard on 01780
411112




THE GLENSIDE FLOWER SHOW
Saturday 28th July 2007

By the time you read this, the Glenside
Garden Competition will have been judged
and the results will be announced at the
Flower Show. Preparations are well
advanced to ensure this year’s event will
be bigger, better and more fun than ever.
A schedule of classes and arrangements,
together with an entry form, is enclosed
with this issue of Glenside News. There is
something for everyone at the show; it is
not purely horticultural skills on show, but
art, crafts, cookery and flower arranging.
And of course there are classes for the
children. There is even a class for the best
bucket of home-grown compost, so no
excuses, there are classes for everyone’s
talents!

The prize list for 2007 is bigger than
ever. In addition to cash prizes for 1st, 2nd
and 314 in every class, there are garden
tools, equipment and vouchers to be won
from the show’s generous sponsors listed
in the schedule and two new handsome
challenge trophies have been donated.

We look forward to seeing you on the
day. Entries should be made by noon on
Thursday 26t July and any enquiries can
be made by calling Ken or Lin Achard on
01780 411112..

BINGO

The annual bingo evening in aid of
Multiple Sclerosis is being held in Castle
Bytham Village Hall on December 1st.
This year the proceeds are to be
distributed between the Multiple
Sclerosis Society and Cancer Research
(UK), another most worthy cause.

So make a note of the date in your
diary but if you cannot come - or even if
you can - remember gifts of prizes or
donations are most acceptable. Last
year we raised £1,200 so this year with
two such worthwhile causes we need to
aim for £1,500.

CARERY SUMNER
BARBECUE

THE ELMS
Careby

Saturday 7™ July 2007
7.30- 11.30 pm

~ Live musi

Real Ale

P
Wine from

‘Winter Wilson’
Fine \ (back by popular demand afte /
Food N\ last year) e

Tickets: £10 adult, £5 under 16s  from
Mary Hoyle (01780 410305) Judith Smith (01780 410420)
Margare easey (01780 410324 jorie B aw (01780 4

‘BOMBS AND BLACKBERRIES’
A Bythams School presentation
about World War 2
being performed by the pupils
On Friday13 th July
At
Witha m Hall Schoo
Commencing 6.30pm
Tickets obtainable from the Bythams Scho ol

CASTLE ByTHAM P.C.C. “100 CLUB”
Draw for June
26 MrsJ.Dunn
2  Mr & Mrs Hoyle
33 Mr. C. Walster
93 Mr. P. Hamblin

Subscriptions are now due for 2007 -
2008. There are a few ‘spare’numbers.
Please contact Sheila Robinson (410322)
Many thanks for your continued
support.




Letter to the Editor

From John Turner of Little Bytham
LocAL PRODUCE

Local food ~ it sounds wonderful and
often is... when you can source it. For
those looking for something different to the
homogenised, standardised fare being
offered on supermarket shelves, local food
offers a number of distinct advantages.
Knowing exactly where the food comes from
is increasingly important in today’s market
where the relationship between producer
and consumer is to a large extent owned
and protected by the large retail giants and
processing brands. Also important for
many is the diversity of produce offered by
local varieties or breeds and recognition
that supporting local producers also means
supporting many other aspects of local
communities, including the countryside.

So why is it that with so much in its
favour and the vocal support of the
numerous food programmes on the TV and
Radio, does local food still only command
something like 1.5% of all food sales within
England? The answer is because food
chains are exactly that ~ a chain and all
links within the chain need to be
functioning correctly for the whole chain to
work. At our farm in Little Bytham, we
have been trying to develop a box scheme
for our beef, the bulk of which still finds its
way onto the supermarket shelves of
Waitrose and M&S. However, the links of
our chain involve others dedicated to local
food, including the abattoir and butcher
and who are able to deliver the same level
of care and consideration we apply in
raising the animals. It is the difficulties
faced by that particular part of the chain
that currently threatens to once again put
distance between producer and consumer.

All too often we hear horror stories
about EU legislation and whilst there is
sometimes at least some degree of
culpability on their part, it is more often an
over-zealous interpretation of the rules by
our own bureaucrats that lies at the heart
ofmany problems. Which ever ofthese two
bogeymen is to blame, the outcome is the
same — the abattoir side of the butchering
business we use to prepare our meat is
facing closure despite passing all hygiene

Castle Bytham

Does anyone else feel the same way as
I do over the litter bins? For some years I
have taken newspapers, cardboard and
bottles to banks carefully keeping them
segregated and now we put the whole lot
in together with other difficult bits to
remember and it hurts seeing the jumbled
up mess! I am now going back to my old
ways and will probably be accused of not
having enough in the silver bin and being
fined for that.

Disgruntled of Castle By tham.

From Anonymous (and disgruntled) of

Iy yyy Iy

lIlIllIII).IIIIIl’lllllllll/llllll
Pimms, Pudds & Cheese Party
Friday 20th. July
at Pawnbrokers at 8.30 pm
Proceeds to St. James’Church.
And
The Caspian Horse Society
(Charity No. 1076026)

%
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%

Details and tickets ring 01780 410908
Tickets £10
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and welfare standards with flying colours.
Legislation, which has clearly been drawn
up with large, industrial-scale operations in
mind, is now one of the main threats to local
food networks.

Although decisions to close facilities
such as this are going to be met with strong
resistance form both farmers and
politicians, the process is going to be a slow
one and we are told we are now going to
have to wait and see if we are going to be
able to continue with our box scheme in the
future. In contrast with the concept of local
food networks, the objectives of those tasked
with overseeing food safety and quality seem
to be Byzantine to the point of killing off any
initiative on the part of small producers and
retailers. Is it any wonder therefore that we
have a food sector so comprehensively
dominated by just a handful of retailers and
processors?

John Turner




A chance to play and learn
in the summer holidays

This summer there will a
;‘ unique opportunity for your
Y\oo‘ children to be entertained
and educated with a range
of exciting play activities in the new Summer
Scheme, available to any children in the area.

Working with schools in South Witham,
Colsterworth and Corby Glen, we will be
providing morning and afternoon activity
sessions throughout the holidays — great to
keep those active young minds and bodies
busy and parents happy!

YTHAMS SC

Running from Monday 23r July -
Friday 24t August, specialists will spend a
week at each of the venues, carrying out
morning and afternoon sessions.

Morning sessions will run from 9.00-
11.30 am

Afternoon sessions will run from 1.00 -
3.30pm

Activities will range from:

Drama (Corby Glen)
Learning about the
(Bythams/ The Spinney)
Music (South Witham)
Art (Colsterworth)

In addition to this, there will be sports
activities running at a different school each
week, for either one of the sessions, or for the

entire day. Up to 24 children can attend
each session.

Environment

Booking is essential, and a small fee of £3
per session will be needed, with a little extra
(£4), to ~cover lunchtime care with a
professional carer, if a child would like to
continue into the afternoon session.

A minibus will run in a circular route
picking up children (pre-booked) and
dropping them off after each session, for
those with no transport.

We hope to have full day-care available at
one school each week to support parents who
are working. An additional amount will be
payable for early morning (8:00-9:00am) and
late afternoon care (3:30 — 6:00pm).

The timetable will be printed in the next
edition of Glenside News, but please call the
school on 01780 410275 for any additional

information, and to book.
Niamh Tye

ANYTHING GOES

The Jazz Picnic held at Holywell Hall
by kind permission of Sally and Robert
Gillespie was a lovely evening and a great
success in spite of, or maybe because of,
the torrential rain which was a great
talking point, although it was a shame that
the lovely gardens could not be viewed.
There were several phone calls to see if it
was on, but of course it was we had more
than ample marquee cover and being a
warm night we were very cosy.

The band Blue Juice were excellent
but a little late in starting due to one
members coming from Wiltshire taking 5
hours instead of 3 to get here due to the
weather.

The amount of food that was brought
and consumed was amazing! Eighty
people attended and had not so many
people been away there would have been
many more. They were disappointed not to
come as they had enjoyed Opera on the
Run so much last year.

The next event is a Pimms and Nibbles
Party on Sunday July Ist 12 noon at
Corner Cottage, Mill Farm Holywell hosted
by Vicky Dennis. The tickets are £10
members £12 visitors Ring Vicky for
details and tickets on Tel 01780 411049.

On Thursday July 12th there is a visit
to Rockingham Castle and grounds
followed by a Candle-Lit supper. Tickets
inclusive are £25 members £27 visitors.
Please contact Sue McFarland Tel 01780
410528 for details and booking before July
2nd

Looking further ahead on Tuesday
August 7th there is a visit to Foxton Locks
followed by drinks on the "Old Nog" narrow
boat. Details from Judy Turner & Jane
Broadbent 01780 411105

W a0 aral Al Al Al a0 Al Al el Al A ar el el
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“Ef Welcome to: Jim and Belinda Martin ﬂ]f
&iﬁ and Irene Hunter who have just moved
‘ﬁ? into Glen road, Castle Bytham from

‘f}f Beccles.
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On Thursday July 12th there is a visit
to Rockingham Castle and grounds
followed by a Candle-Lit supper. Tickets
inclusive are £25 members £27 visitors.
Please contact Sue McFarland Tel 01780
410528 for details and booking before July
2nd

Looking further ahead on Tuesday
August 7th there is a visit to Foxton Locks
followed by drinks on the "Old Nog" narrow
boat. Details from Judy Turner & Jane
Broadbent 01780 411105

W a0 aral Al Al Al a0 Al Al el Al A ar el el
o) o)
“Ef Welcome to: Jim and Belinda Martin ﬂ]f
&iﬁ and Irene Hunter who have just moved
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The unwed Irish girl settles down in the confessional and begins: It’s a shameful thing I have to
confess Father. I am pregnant. Are you sure it’s yours? says the priest.

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. "What majestic trees! What powerful
rivers! What beautiful animals!" he said to himself. As he continued walking alongside the river
he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him.
He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear was
closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster. He tripped
and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear raising his paw to take
a swipe at him. At that instant the atheist cried out: "Oh my God!..."

Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent.

It was then that bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky saying,
"You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don't exist and even credit creation
to a cosmic accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you
as a believer?"

The atheist looked directly into the light, "It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you
to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps, could you make the bear a Christian?" "Very well,"
said the voice.

The light went out. And the sounds of the forest resumed. And then the bear lowered his

paw, bowed his head and spoke, "Lord, bless this food which I am about to receive and for which
I am truly thankful."



